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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE following Characteriſtics were

written in order to give a morejuft

anda more agreeable profpect of

the preſent ſtate of Britain, than is to be

ſeen in many late writings. The author

hopes, they will contribute fomething to re

move the difquiet of good citizens , and to

defeat the deſigns of the difaffected .

HAVING Conceived a very favourable opi

nion of the revolution in the year 1688 , and

of the British government ever fince that

period ; having been confirmed in this opi

nion by obferving the happineſs of the peo

ple, and by comparing the condition of

Britain with that of other nations ; he has

often been furpriſed at thofe loud com

plaints, which are made of our poverty,

of our want of filver and gold, of the abufe

of paper credit, the greatnefs of our taxes,

the loſs of our trade, and the great increaſe

of the national debts : all faid to be occa

fioned by a ſeries of mifmanagements ever

fince the Revolution . Complaints of this

kind tend naturally to difquiet the friends of

B the



ii ADVERTISEMENT.

the conftitution, and furnifh its fecret ene

mies with many topics of declamation to

create and to fupport difaffection.

BUT, what is ftill more aftoniſhing and

alarming, it has been of late publickly

afferted, that our national genius and ca

pacity are almoft quite gone ; and that we

are grown fo feeble both in our counſels,

and in the execution of them, that we run

the greateſt riſk of becoming an easy prey

to any bold invader.

THIS debility is faid to flow immediately

from our luxury, and from the effeminacy

of our manners ; but is fuppofed to be ori

ginally derived from the restraints laid on

the royal prerogative, from the new dignity

and power acquired by our parliaments, and

from the acceffion of liberty gained by the

people at the Revolution. In confequence

of this alteration in our political fyftem , our

princes havingtoo little power, and the peo

ple too much liberty ; liberty has degene

rated into licentiouſneſs ; and there is nothing

now to be found in our conftitution , able

to give a fufficient check to the natural bad

confequences of luxury and of effeminacy.

Hence, as is afferted, we are upon the

brink of a precipice, and going faſt to def

ftruction.

Tho



ADVERTISEMENT. iii

THO thofe gentlemen , who, on the one

fide, complain fo loudly ofour poverty, and

thofe, who, on the other, make as loud

complaints of the bad effects of our riches,

are very oppoſite in their principles ; they

agree, however, in the fame conclufion.

The oneparty affirm, that we are ruined by

poverty ; the other impute our ruin to our

riches ; but both maintain, that we are

ruined, and, in fome fort, connect this ruin

with the Revolution.

EXCITED by a natural curiofity to find

out the truth in a matter offuch importance ;

anxious for the welfare of his country ; the

author of theſe Characteriſtics fet himſelf

to enquire, whether there was juſt ground

for fuch complaints ; or whether the nation

is not at prefent much richer, happier, and

more powerful, than it was before the Re

volution. Having examined impartially

what might be faid on both fides , he hath

compofed the little treatiſe that follows, and

prefumes to offer it to the Public at a crifis

fo important and ſo intereſting.

BEING neither merchant, manufacturer,

nor farmer ; having no management of the

revenue, nor any fhare in public counfels ;

he thinks himſelf obliged to own, that he

B 2 has



iv ADVERTISEMENT.

has no other means of being inſtructed in

the ftate of the nation, than fuch as are

open to every other gentleman. He there

fore brings his arguments chiefly from what

is obvious and visible. It might indeed be

an advantage, if either gentlemen who are

converfant in commerce and manufactures,

or fuch as are concerned in the revenue,

would publiſh fome of their anecdotes that

are not among the arcana imperii. By a

compariſon of the prefent ftate of their

country, with its ftate before the Revolu

tion, they could eaſily refute thoſe falſe al

legations concerning its poverty. However,

it may be poffible to do without them .

The poverty and the riches of a nation muſt

be, in fome fort, fenfible. At leaſt, they

may be difcerned by acareful obferver. Nay,

one may argue concerning them, perhaps,

with greater certainty, from obvious appear

ances, than from the moft minute accounts

of taxes and of the public revenue.
Of

the condition of a nation in other refpects,

we muſt be able to form the fureft judgment

from what is obvious and vifible.

ONE who reafons in this manner, con

cerning the riches or the happineſs of a

country, from what is fenfible ; acts much

like an audience, 'who judge of the merit

of a play, or of an oration, by their in

• ward



ADVERTISEMENT.

ward feelings. If they find themfelves

greatly intereſted, they conclude that the

poet or the orator is a mafter. But it will

be difficult to convince them, from the rules

of criticiſm , that a piece is excellent, if

even when they are in a temper the moſt

fuited to feel the force of it, they find them

felves cold and languid, notwithſtanding all

the efforts of the author. In like manner,

it may be concluded, that when a nation is

encreaſing in riches, and is living at eaſe,

the effects of its profperity must be viſible

and fenfible.

BUT there is fcarce any audience, in

which one will not meet either with fome

four ill-natured people, who are fond of

finding fault , or with fome, who are fo

full of vanity and affectation, that they like

to contradict the common opinion ; or with

fome, who through melancholy, or other

diforders of body or mind, are not in a

proper difpofition to be duly affected . Some

thing of the fame kind often happens in

the State. Tho the great body of the peo

ple are fenfible of their own happineſs, many

fhall be found offuch four and fuch peevish

difpofitions, or fo blinded with prejudices,

or fo fretted by diſappointments, or offuch

timorous and anxious tempers, that they

will be continually imagining within them

B 3 felves,



vi ADVERTISEMENT.

felves, and, if they live under a free go

vernment, and in a learned age, will en

deavour by their converfation and by their

writings to perfuade others, that all things

are in the greateſt diſorder, and that the

happieft nation in the world is haftening to

perdition.

THE good-natured part of mankind ,

no doubt, will agree in pitying fuch unfor

tunate and anxious citizens, for fancying

to themſelves ſo many imaginary evils, and

for undertaking the difficult task of per

fuading others out of their fenfes , or of

making a nation believe that it is extreme

ly poor and oppreffed, when, in truth, it

is rich and free. But there is not the fame

agreement among politicians about the man

ner, in which fuch peevish writings ought

to be treated. Some think it beft to deſpiſe

them altogether, both becauſe they aim

at an impoffibility, to wit, to convince a

powerful and a happy people, that they are

weak and miferable ; and becauſe there is

feldom any reafon to hope that either the

authors themſelves, or fuch as have adopt

ed their opinions, will ever be convinced of

their errors. This is faid to be the cafe

with all controverfial writers and their wri

tings ; the former are never to be convin

ced ; the latter have no effect on either fide.

The
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The opinions and the principles of men are

formed by other means.

BUT ftrong objections lie against the po

licy of this principle. Books, pamphlets,

fongs , are known, from experience, to have

confiderable influence both in forming and

in confirming the opinions of mankind.

They have produced fignal effects in the

world. It must therefore be dangerous

in any Government, it muſt be fo eſpecially

in a free one, to neglect altogether the com

pofitions which are publiſhed without regard

to the ftrain in which they are written.

Like company, if they are of a peevish

gloomy complexion, they are infectious,

and tend to four the minds of the people.

Befides, the falfe opinions of men may be

corrected, if objects are fhewn them in a

proper light. The world is far from being

fo bad as many imagine. Many have a

fincere defire to find out the truth. Tho

they have been blinded by prejudices, they

are capable of conviction . For their fake

the truth ought to be fairly expoſed to pub

lic view.

IT is for theſe reaſons, that the author

of the Characteriſtics has propoſed to give

a more comfortable, and, as he thinks , a

B 4 more



viii ADVERTISEMENT.

more juft view of the ftate of the Public,

than is to be ſeen in feveral late writings.

THE writings, on which this author is

to offer fome animadverfions, relate to our

paper-credit, to our taxes, to the public

debts, to our luxury, to our effemina

cy, and to a variety of other political

fubjects. They have been compoſed with

very different intentions. Some of them

by friends of the Government, without any

had defign ; others, as it is visible, by its

fecret enemies, with an intention, not only

to foment faction, but to promote difaffec

tion. If we ſhall believe fome of thefe wri

ters, the nation has, ever fince the Revolu

tion, been in a poor and wretched ftate.

It is fo at prefent, and all things are going

to ruin. Instead of filver and gold, we

have nothing but paper-credit. Our banks

are pernicious, and are figns of our pover

Our taxes are heavier than we canbear.

They render it impoffible for us to carryon

trade to advantage ; they have made us lofe

much of it already, and as they raiſe the

prices of provifions and labour, they muſt

make us gradually loſe the remainder of it,

and be under-fold by other nations in all the

markets of the world . Our public debts too

are certain proofs of our low condition ;

fince we are obliged to borrow, and cannot

raiſe

ty.

A



ADVERTISEMENT. ix

raiſe the fums neceffary for the public fer

vice, within the year. They could never

have rifen fo high, unless we had been moſt

miferably oppreffed by the Government,

and are ſo great, that we fhall never be able

to pay them indeed, they ought not to be

paid, but to be abolished at once by act of

parliament ; with a few merciful exceptions,

in favour of widows, of orphans, and of

fuch others as deferve compaffion . Nay,

according to fome of theſe gentlemen , our

agriculture is making very flow advances.

Notwithstanding all which difadvantages,

they affert, at the fame time, that we are

fwimming in all kinds of foreign luxury.

Thus one fort of writers.

There are others, who go upon a diffe

rent fyftem. They confefs that we are both

rich and free. They even allow that we are

poffeffed of an extenfive trade, have ac

quired immenfe wealth, and enjoy the moſt

ample liberty. But they maintain, at the

fame time, that our liberty has degenerated

into licentioufnefs ; that it has produced an

effeminacy of manners, extinguiſhed , the

good principles, and deſtroyed the genius

and capacity, of the nation, to fuch a de

gree, that we are now become defencelefs,

and run the greateft hazard of falling be

fore the fuperior genius of the French.

B 5
IN



X
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IN oppofition to both theſe kinds of wri

ters, who exhibit fuch a difagreeable picture

of the prefent age, the writer of the Cha

racteriſtics endeavours to fhew, That Britain

is in an opulent condition at prefent, and

has been very happy ever fince the Revolu

tion : That banking is a very profitable in

ftitution, and has greatly enriched the na

tion : That, tho our taxes are high, we

are much richer, than we were when they

were much lower ; and carry on an exten

five and profitable trade : That, tho the

greatnefs of the public debt muſt be a con...

fiderable lofs, we both are rich and free at

prefent, and may continue hereafter to be

rich, and to enjoy the moſt perfect liberty

and fecurity of any nation in the world :

That the propoſal to aboliſh the public

debts, without paying them, is neither juft

nor profitable : That everyfarthing ofthem

ought to be paid, and may be paid without

any diſtreſs to the nation ; and that, not

withſtanding the just complaints of our

luxury, effeminacy, and corruption , we

have fufficient means of felf-defence, and

are fully able to fupport ourſelves againſt

the French, or any nation whatever. Theſe

are the chief topics infifted on in the Cha

racteriſtics. The author has digefted his

reflections into the order, which he thinks

moft proper for fetting the prefent ftate of

the



ADVERTISEMENT. xi

the nation in a juft light. He doth not in

tend his work as an anſwer to any piece

whatſoever ; yet he takes the liberty to ani

madvert on the writings of other Gentle

men, as they chance to ſtand in his way, or

have afferted contrary principles. Nor hath

he fcrupled, from fear of the imputation

of pedantry, to refer to the paffages of

their books at the bottom of the page.

IT is mean to flatter any court, any fac

tion, or any perfon whatever. Therefore,

how greatly foever he efteems the govern

ment or the times fince the Revolution, he

will be far from maintaining, either that

the adminiſtration has been guilty of no

errors fince that remarkable æra ; or that

there is not an odd concurrence of perplex

ing circumſtances in our prefent condition.

Nevertheleſs, from a fincere love to his

country, he thinks himſelf obliged to main

tain, that, notwithſtanding all errors, which

either are committed by the Government at

prefent, or have been committed by it dur

ing the laſt feventy years, Britain is much

richer, is much more fecure, and enjoys

many more advantages, than in any former

period : And that, notwithſtanding fome

unlucky events and diſappointments in the

courſe of the prefent war, the nation is

B 6
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xii ADVERTISEMENT.

fully able to defend itſelf againſt all its ene

mies.

NEITHER will any wife man, out of his

zeal for the Revolution, which was found

ed on liberty, adopt the flaviſh doctrine,

that a true patriot fhould not take notice of

fuch errors as have been committed fince

that happy æra. On the contrary, the

wifeft and best friends of the Revolution

will ever bethe most fincere lovers of liber

ty. Therefore, they will be the moft ftre

nuous fupporters of the liberty of the prefs,

and will boldly maintain, againſt all flat

terers and time-pleafers, that the people of

Great Britain have a right to take notice of

errors in the adminiftration, to point them

out to public view, and to lay them before

their reprefentatives in parliament.

BUT liberty may degenerate into licenti

oufnefs. Some difcontented writers have

gone too far. One ought not wantonly to

fuggeft, that the public credit is in danger,

or, like the writer of three late Eſſays *, to

make a propoſal for erecting focieties , which

* The first on the public debt ; the fecond on pa

per-money, banking, &c ; and the third on fruga

lity ; faid in the title page to have been printed at

London, 1755

ſhall



ADVERTISEMENT. xiii

fhall circulate no bank-notes, but at an

advanced price . Such a propofal feems to

to be too affuming. It tends to create ima

ginary fears, gives falfe alarms, and can be

excuſed only on the fuppofition, that it will

be without effect . Withhow much greater

prudence, as well as pious affection to his

country, does the public-fpirited author

of the Querift * put the following query,

" Whether the credit of the public funds

" be not a mine of gold to England ; and

" whether any ſtep, that ſhould leffen this

" credit, ought not to be dreaded ?" How

different is this gentleman from the writer

of the Three Effays, who, with an unu

fual vehemence, calls upon the landed
gen

tlemen, upon the farmers, and upon the

manufacturers, to put an end to our paper

credit altogether.

It is ftill more dangerous and inexcu

fable, like the author of a late Eſtimate, to

aggravate our vices and our weakneffes fo

much beyond the truth, as naturally tends

to difpirit our countrymen, and to raiſe the

fpirits of the French. During many years,

the writer of the Characteriſtics has been

forry to readfuch melancholy and unfavou

*Thenoless ingenious than pious Biſhop ofCloyne.

See the 233d Query of the Querift, 5th edition,

printed 1750.

rable
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rable accounts of the ftate of the Public.

But, after the daftardifing repreſentations

given by the author of the Eſtimate, he

could no longer forbear to publish his

thoughts, and to draw his pen in the fervice

of his country.

PART



P A R T 1.

Of Banks, and of Paper-Credit.

I

N order to form a true judgment of the

political ſtate of Great Britain, it is

neceffary to confider the nature ofPa

per-credit, and to enquire whether Banks

are uſeful or dangerous to a nation.

ONE would think, the advantages of

Banks muſt have been fo manifeft from

experience, that, long before this time, no

doubt could have been entertained of their

uſefulneſs. But, inſtead of any univerſal

agreement in their favour, fuch violent

prejudices have been contracted againſt

them , that not the vulgar alone who have

never confidered the fubject, but fome ve

ry inquifitive and ingenious gentlemen, have

fallen into confiderable miſtakes in this mat

ter, and look on Banks as detrimental to

trade and induſtry.

·

HOWEVER, as experience hath convinced

the trading part of the world of the advan

tages of Banking ; it will not be difficult

to fhew, from the nature of the thing, in

what

2
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16 OF BANK S, AND

what manner Banks become uſeful in com

merce.

In a nation that is chiefly addicted to a

griculture and to pafturage, where the peo

ple, fatisfying themſelves with a fimple

life, and wanting only a few conveniencies,

deal but little in trade and in manufactures ;

money will not be very neceffary. Much

of their commerce may be carried on by

barter. But, where there is a great va

riety of manufactures and commodities,

where all forts of arts are encouraged, and

where elegance is ftudied ; much money

will not only be profitable, but be abfo

lutely neceffary for the exigencies of the ſtate.

HOWEVER, there may be too much mo

ney in a nation. And there is certainly too

much, if it renders the great body of the

people idle, and enables them to purchaſe

what they want, from foreigners, without

any labour or induftry of their own. This

was the cafe with Spain, two or three hun

dred years ago, and did great harm to that

country. But it will ſcarce be poffible to

procurefo much money by trade alone.

INDUSTRY and labour are far better than

money, and will foon be able to procure it

in exchange for commodities. Yet induſtry

ftands

P

1

1
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OF PAPER-CREDIT.
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ftands fometimes in need to be quickened ;

andmoney is very ſerviceable for this purpoſe.

LET US fuppofe, that there is a certain

quantity of money and of commodities in

anycountry. The quantity of money may

be faid to reprefent the commodities, and

to determine the prices of them. 1 he pri

ces of particular commodities may vary in

different circumftances ; but, if thefums of

the money and of the commodities conti

nue much the fame, the prices, on the whole,

cannot much alter. In fuch a cafe, if no

more money comes into the country, unleſs

the difpofitions of the people are remarka

bly changed by fome extraordinary accident

or revolution, it will be very difficult to

carry on a great deal of more work on a

fudden, or ſpeedily to increaſe the fum of

the commodities.

BUT, if a great fum of money fhould be

brought into the nation at once, and be dif

tributed any way whatever, provided the

labouring and induftrious part of the na

tion do not get fuch fums as will keep them

idle ; though fome part of it would un

doubtedly be hoarded up, and would there-

by be rendered ufelefs, yet the greateſt part

of it would be employed, and become uſe

ful. The great people would immediately

lay
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lay out part of it in adding to their houſes,

to their furniture, to their equipages, and

to their tables . The merchants and manu

facturers would employ more hands, and

carry on a greater tradę. The farmers

would improve their lands. The graziers

would breed a greater and a better ftock of

cattle. Every one would be enabled to

fpend a little more, and to carry on his bu

finefs better. By thefe means there would

be every where more labour. Of courſe,

the commodities, or real riches , which are

quite different from money, would be greatly

increaſed .

1

AGAIN: If the stock of money ſhould

be increaſed by this induftry : or, if ano

therfum of money fhould be introduced by

other means, and be diſtributed as before ;

this would again increaſe the ſtock of com

modities. And fo on continually, or to a

certain limit.

Now, Banks, fettled by public authority

under right regulations, continually increaſe

the current fpecies , by iffuing notes which

circulate as money. By giving credit, they

furniſh men of fubftance with the means:

of giving greater employment to the in

duſtrious, and enable merchants to carry on

a more extenfive trade. The more notes.

the
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the Banks can circulate in this way, the

more will induſtry and trade be promoted .

Nor can there be any I'mit, while the bor

rowers from thefe banks can give good fe

curity, and the managers take care to iffue

no more notes, than, by experience they

have learned, they can anfwer, according to

the ordinary courfe of demand. Whatever

fums landed men, merchants, or others,

borrow, provided they can give good fecu

rity, and borrow on reaſonable proſpects ;

this is fo far from being a lofs , that it in

creaſes induſtry and confumption. A great

quantity of Bank-notes only fhews, that

great fums have been borrowed by one part

of the nation from another, upon good fe

curity, for carrying on trade, and for other

reaſonable purpoſes : Which is fo far from

being either a fign, or the cauſe, of pover

ty, that it is both the fign, and a mean, of

greater riches.

It is of no confequence, in this argu

ment, that there may be more paper-money

than filver and gold, and that the propor

tion betwixt them may not be ascertained ;

provided the former regulations are duly

obferved.

It is of no confequence that foreign na

tions will not take our Bank-notes . They

will
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will take our goods, which are produced by

the circulation of thefe notes among our

felves.

It is of no confequence, though the va

lue of the Bank- notes fhould happen to ex

tend to a vaft fum, provided the Banks,

which are to anſwer theſe notes, have an e

qual value in coin, bullion, lands, goods,

and good debts, to which there is conve

nient accefs.

Ir is of no confequence, though. landed

men mortgage part of their eftates for

Bank-notes, and may be faid to coin their

lands, and to bring them into the market,

On the contrary, the more the lands of any

country are locked up, the country must be

lefs improved. And the more eafily lands

can be transferred and exchanged in com

merce ; induftry, trade, and manufactures

will be more fpeedily and fuccefsfully pro

moted.

BANKS are not only profitable , but may

be faid, in many cafes, to be neceſſary.

When a fpirit of industry is any way ex

cited in a nation, if, by this induftry, both

the commodities, and the number of the

people, fhall be increaſed, before they have

much commerce with foreign nations to

fetch

I
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fetch them money; in fuch a condition, ei

ther there must be a currency of Paper- cre

dit, or the induftrious part of the people

will be continually obliged to uſe barter,

which will expofe them to many inconveni

encies.

In fact, we fee that nations have pro

fpered by fetting up Banks. This is true

of Holland, of Genoa, and of other pla

ces *; and it will be found to be true both of

England and of Scotland.

By making the intereft of money fall,

Banks muſt promote induſtry and trade.

PUBLIC Banks are preferable to private

Bankers.

Ir may be obferved, that Banks have

greatest credit under free governments, or

fuch as have a mixture of the ariftocratical

or democratical form ; a ftrong prefumption

in their favour. Abfolute monarchies feem

hardly capable of fuch a wife inftitution.

The author in this Effay of Banking had chiefly in

his view thofe Banks which had been fet up in North

Britain. And to them alone fome of his reafonings can

be applied. He had no intention to confider the dif

ferent conftitutions of all the Banks in Europe. How

ever, feveral of his obfervations are of a general na

ture, and may be applied to all Banks whatfoever.

Under
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Under arbitrary governments the credit of

Banks cannot be firm . Abfolute princes

would be difpofed to lay them under con

tribution, and would have too ready acceſs

to their treaſures . It is eaſy to fee, how

the ingenious author of the Querift would

anfwer the 303d query, which he hath pro

pofed , " Whether it be poffible for a

" national Bank to fubfift and maintain its

" credit under a French government ?"

Perhaps, it might flouriſh for a little time,

under a very wife and juft prince : but it

muft fink under one of another character,

who would be tempted to lay hold on its

treaſures, as our King Charles II . ſhut up

his exchequer, and feized the money which

belonged to his creditors .

In this manner we may better account

for the want of Banks and of Paper- credit

in France, than by the ſuppoſition of a ſu

perior policy in that country, in order to

acquire and retain greater quantities of filver

and gold. Thus, the French policy in not

inftituting Banks, in not admitting fuch a

* Fifth edition, printed 1750.

No man hath explained thegeneral nature of Bank

ing, hath fhown the advantages of Banks, and hath

anfwered the objections againſt them, more concifely,

and with greater force of argument, than this inge

nious author ; whofe Querift deferves well to be pe

rufed by every lover of his country, and of man

kind.

circu
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circulation of merchants bills as in Eng

land, and in not directly permitting lending

on intereft, which Mr. Hume imagines to

to be a mighty advantage to the French †,

appears to be quite the reverſe, and is truly

a diſadvantage, arifing from the pernicious

nature of an abfolute monarchy.

HOWEVER, Banks, like all other political

inftitutions, are attended with inconvenien

cies. Thefour following are much inſiſted on.

FIRST; That too great a run may be

made upon Banks, and they may not be able

to anſwer their notes ; by which many in

nocent perfons may fuffer, and a great deal

of confufion may be raiſed in the country.

But in anſwer : Though this indeed is pof

fible, there is little danger of its happening ;

if the bank is not originally on a bad foot

ing, and the mifmanagements are not very

great. Banks have continued long in Eu

rope, without fuch diforders ; and may be

fo well conftituted and managed, as to pre

vent them in times to come.

SECONDLY ; It is faid, That Banks can

not be depended on during civil wars, or

when a foreign enemy is in the heart ofthe

country. But what can be preferved in fuch

a cafe ? Shall we make no wife eſtabliſh

+ In his Political Difcourfe of the Balance of Trade.

ments
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ments in time of peace, becauſe we cannot

fecure them in time of war ? "Tis true, if we

cannot defend ourſelves againſt the French

King, or the Pretender, our Banks will be

of little ufe to us. But, in fuch circumftan

ces, we must lay our account with greater

loffes than the lofs of our Paper- credit. We

fhould loſe our more ſubſtantial riches . We

Thould lofe our religion and liberty. In fhort,

we fhould be able to fecure nothing but the

foil of our iſland ; and that too we fhould be

obliged to cultivate, not for ourſelves, but

for others.

BESIDES thefe objections, which may be

reckoned inconfiderable, there are two of

greater importance. The one, That Paper

money prevents the acquifition of greater

quantities of filver and gold. The other,

That it heightens the price of labour, and

therefore hurts our foreign trade. But nei

ther of theſe objections refts on a folid foun

dation.

" SUPPOSE (fays an ingenious writer * )

" there are twelve millions of paper, that

" circulate in a kingdom as money ; and

fuppofe that the real cafh is eighteen

" millions. Here is a ftate, which is found

66

* Mr. Hume in his Political Difcourfe ofthe Balance

of Trade .

by

4
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66

"by experience able to hold a ſtock of

thirty millions : I fay, ifit be able to hold

" it, it muſt of neceffity have acquired it in

gold and filver, had it not obſtructed

" the entrance of thefe metals by this new

" invention of Paper. Whence would it have

" acquired that fum ? From allthe king

" doms ofthis world. But why ? Becauſe,

" ifyou remove theſe twelve millions ofpa

per, money in this State is below its level

" compared with its neighbours, and it muſt

" immediately draw from all of them, till

" it be full and faturate, fo to fpeak, and

" can hold no more." This is the argument

broughtto prove that paper-money prevents

the entrance of filver and gold. But it is too

fubtile to be convincing.

•

"C

IF at any period, the coin in any king

dom is eighteen millions, this nation may

carry on a confiderable trade, and in time

may acquire twelve millions more in filver

and gold, without Paper-credit. But if, at

the time at which they have only eighteen

millions in coin , the nation ſhould fall into

the uſe of Paper- credit, and fhould circulate

a fum oftwelve millions in Paper-money, in

order to quicken induſtry, and to enable the

people to carry on a more extenſive trade ;

it is evident, they may carry on a greater

trade with the thirty millions of paper and

с coin,
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coin, than with the eighteen millions of coin

alone. And, as they don't take paper in

payment from foreign nations, if they are

gainers by trade, they must receive the ba

lance in filver and gold. Confequently, the

national ſtock muſt be fooner increaſed in the

one cafe than the other. If we ſhall fuppofe

further, that we could remove the twelve

millions of paper-money, without any ſhock

or confufion ; by allowing less credit, we

would only put a stop to fo much induſtry,

and would difable the people from carrying

on fo extenſive a trade. This is not the way

of bringing in either filver or gold . Howis

it poflible, therefore, that the want of fo

much credit can add to the treafure of the

nation in any way whatever ?

THE other objection is more plaufible,

and is ftated in this manner by Mr. Hume*:

" That, by increafing the current ſpecies of

" a country, we increaſe the price of labour

" and provifions ; confequently, enable

poorer nations, where labour and provi

" fions are cheaper, to work cheaper, and

" underfell us at foreign markets : That this

CC

is even a neceffary confequence of a great

" trade, whatever way it is upheld, and is

infeparably connected with great plenty

* In his Political Difcourfe of Money.

66
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" of filver and gold. On which account,

" trade muft neceffarily circulate ; and the

66 poorer nations must gradually carry it off

" from the richer. However, there is fome

" confort (it is faid) in lofing our trade by

plenty and fulneſs ; but it is extremely

" foolish to lofe it by an imaginary wealth,

" and artificially to increaſe the natural dif

" advantages of plenty."

""

THIS isthe moft plaufible objection , that

ever has been made againſt Paper- credit.

But, when fully examined, it will appear to

be ill founded.

CREDIT of fome kind or other is necessary

wherever there is much trade. In nations,

where there is great fimplicity of manners

and little trade, there is little neceffity either

of borrowing, or of buying, upon credit.

But as commerce is enlarged, credit muſtbe

enlarged in proportion . There can be little

trade, where every one buys for ready mo

ney.

If therefore we would increaſe our trade,

we muſtſubmit to the difadvantages, or rather

natural confequences, arifing from credit ;

fince creditis abfolutely neceffary to an exten

five commerce.

C 2 IN
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IN whatever manner this credit is given,

it maybe faid to come in the place ofmoney.

to anſwer for it, or to fupply the want of it.

It may be reckoned money, and is truly a

kind of money.

CREDIT can never be given without end.

None will give credit but to men of integri

ty, prudence, and activity, or to men of

fubftance. Here then are natural checks

and limits, beyond which credit will not be

extended.

REGARD being had to theſe natural limits,

credit must always be uſeful to a nation,

while it fupports and increaſes induſtry and

ufefullabour.

སྙ

BESIDES the credit given by private deal

ers one to another, and the advantages a

rifing from fuch credit, equal or greater ad

vantages may be gained by a more regular

and public credit, given by Banks under

proper regulations, and eſtabliſhed by pro

per authority.

THE credit oftheſe Banks, as well as cre

dit of all other forts, may be faid to create

a new fpecies of money ; which, like all o

ther kinds of money, muft contribute to raiſe

the prices of labour, of provifions, and of

all
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1

all other commodities. But this is neceſſary

in commerce, promotes induftry, and is,

upon the whole, a manifeft advantage.

7

IT may be granted therefore to Mr.

Hume, that Bank-notes contribute to en

creaſe the price of labour, and, perhaps , of

all forts of commodities. But this is not a

valid argument againſt banking ; fince it is

only by encreafing industry and confumption,

that bank-notes increaſe theſe prices. Mr.

Hume confefles, that even a greater quan

tity offilver and gold doth not encreaſe pri

ces immediately ; that a certain interval is

required, before it produces this effect ; that

it must first quicken the diligence of every

individual, before it encreaſes the price ofla

bour *. In no other way can bank - notes

encreaſe the prices of labour or of goods :

Notes muft, therefore, be beneficial. Nor

does any other diſadvantage arife from them

which doth not arife equally from money.

It is true, they have no intrinsic value ; in

which reſpect money is preferable to them .

But they are equally uſeful in all kinds of

domeſtic commerce. They produce as much

induſtry, as is produced by the fame quan

tity of money, and ferve for money in every

cafe, except in tranfacting with foreigners.

* In his Political Difcourfe of Money.

C 3 BUT
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BUT might not we have the fame induſtry

without the notes ? It is abfolutely impof

fible. As no man can trade to ſo great an

extent without credit, as with it ; fo paper,

taken in payments, muft go farther than

money alone. When a fpirit of induſtry is

once raiſed, it may require a larger circula

tion offpecie to fupport it, than the gold or

filver in the country can fupply. In this cafe

there is an abfolute neceffity for Paper-cre

dit. When there are many induſtrious mer

chants or manufacturers, who could uſefully

employ greater fums than they poffefs, or

can have on credit from private hands, they

can never carry their trade to the utmoſt

length, if there is not a Bank for furniſhing

them with this neceſſary credit.
It may

therefore be allowed, that Bank-notes raiſe

the prices of labour and goods ; but this is

not fo properly the effect of the notes, as of

that induſtry which they raiſe and affiſt, and

which, with all its difadvantages, is confef

fed to be beneficial to a nation.

WHETHER in any one year half a million

is brought into a commercial country by

trade, or iffued out by Banks, in notes, up

on good fecurity, it will ferve for the fame

purpoſes. Part of it will be laid out inpro

ducing more ofthe fame kinds of commodi

ties which the country produced before; an

other
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;

other part in making theſe kinds better ; an

other in raifing new manufactures at home ;

another in procuring more foreign goods.

The farmer will raife more and better grain ;

the grazier breed more and better cattle ; the

manufacturer make more and better cloth

the artifan make better work, and in a great

er quantity; and the merchant will extend

his foreign trade. Thus, the notes will pro

pagate and fupport greater indultry ; which

will do greater fervice, by encreafing the

ſubſtance of a nation, than it can do harm ,

by raiſing the prices oflabour and of provi

fions..

BESIDES ; it is not upon the quantity of

current fpecie alone, that prices depend ; they

rather depend on the proportion between the

number of buyers, and that of fellers. if

there are more buyers than fellers, the prices

rife, and rife in proportion to the greater

number of buyers . When the demand is

leffened , or the fellers exceed the buyers, the

prices fall ; if the demand is much leffened,

they fall greatly. Again, this proportion

between buyers and fellers depends on a

thouſand accidents, that make one fort of

goods more neceffary, fafhionable, or fale

able, than another. Thus, when money

abounds moft, the prices of fome things fall

very low ; and when it is very scarce, the

C 4 prices
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prices of other things are high. The moſt

neceffary things, fuch as corn and cattle, will

depend leaft upon faſhion . Yet thefe depend

upon it in fome meaſure. At fome times,

and in fome nations, greater quantities of

thofe neceffary commodities are confumed

than in others. But corn, and other things

that are moſt neceffary, depend oftner upon

worfe and better crops and feafons, and up

on the proportion between the crops of dif

ferent countries.

BESIDES the quantity of money, the man

ners of the people have a great influence in

altering the methods of living, and deter

mining the prices of labour and ofcommo

dities . Thefe manners are changeable, and

are found very different after long intervals

of time. It is commonly faid, that a crown,

two or three hundred years ago, ferved the

fame purpoſes which a pound does at

prefent *. This is true ; but not always,

perhaps, in the fenfe in which it is common

ly underſtood. In fome cafes, no doubt,

one could have purchaſed, for one crown,

as much, as he can now purchaſe for four.

In other cafes he could not . But confider

ing the different methods of living, there is

a fenfe in which it is always true. In thoſe

* Mr. Hume's Political Difcourfe ofMoney.

days,
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days, in which a quarter of a pound was

equivalent to a whole pound at prefent, men

needed less than they do now. They wanted

only corn, beef, beer, coarſe cloaths and coarſe

furniture. A little money purchaſed them.

Men ofthe fame rank in our days want finer

cloaths, finer furniture ; and, befides corn,

beef, and beer of a better kind, they must

have ſpiceries, fruits, and wines ; and there

fore ftand in need of more money to procure

them. Thus, the methods of living and

men's opinions are conftantly changing ;

and a variety of circumftances, befides the

quantity of current fpecie, contributes to

make labour and provifions dearer at one

timethan at another.

Mr. Hume * feems to be no lefs mif

taken in the limits,which he affligns to trade,

than in his opinion of Banking. According

to his maxims, trade gives check to itſelf ;

and there is a limit, beyond which it cannot

be encreaſed. Poorer nations, that is, na

tions with less money or foreign commerce,

can work cheaper than thofe, that are richer ;

and muft, therefore, carry away their trade.

On this head, much has been ſaid of the

dearneſs of labour and of provifions in Eng

land, oftheir cheapnefs of France ; that the

In his Political Difcourfe of Money.

C 5
French
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French can work cheaper by a third. It is

foretold that the French muft gradually carry

away the whole foreign trade of England ;

fince they can underfell the English in foreign

markets,

As to this particular fact, that the French

work cheaper than the Engliſh, I fhall not

examine it . It cannot, however, be true in

all cafes. An Engliſhman muft, no doubt,

be better fed, and earns higher wages bythe

day ; but he will work many things by the

piere, as cheap, or cheaper than a French

man. He works harder, and can do more

work in the fame time. Further, there are

places in Britain and Ireland, where provifi

ons are as cheap as in France. But, be this

as it will, and though it ſhould be granted,

that, in feveral cafes, poorer nations will

work cheaper, and be able to underfell thoſe

that are richer ; richer and more commer

cial nations will, in general, be able to make

many things, which poorer nations either

cannot make at all, or cannot make fo well.

Hence they may maintain a greater foreign

trade, notwithſtanding a greater quantity of

money. Trade is, indeed, limited, becauſe

the earth and every thing in it are limited.

One nation can never extend its trade in infi

nitum, or over all the earth . But a richer

nation, by a proper management, may al

2
ways
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ways maintain its fuperiority in trade over a

poorer. Nay, a greater quantity ofmoney.

or credit, inſtead of being a lofs, will often

be an advantage in thisview. It will enable

richer merchants, both to purchaſe, and to

fell greater quantities of goods ; of confe

quence to purchaſe and fell them cheaper

than poorer merchants. It is not evident ei

ther from reafon or from experience, that

there muſt be an equilibrium in trade, as in

fluids . One may eafily account, from other

principles, for the circulation of trade, and

for its fhifting its feat from one nation to

another.

BUT, in truth, neither the riches, nor the

happineſs of a nation depends fo much on

foreign trade, as many merchants are apt

toimagine. Thoughfuch gentlemen are better

furniſhed,than others,with the knowledgeof

particular facts, they are often misled by

prejudices, are too confined in their views,

and too much confider their own particular

traffic. After all that they have afferted

concerning the neceffity of foreign trade, it

mayjustly be maintained, that fuch a nation

as Britain, with a large territory, may be

great and flouriſhing, may be more power

ful than ever it has been hitherto,byinduſtry

and domeftic commerce, without an extenſive

foreign trade ; fince its lands might be fo

C 6 much
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much better cultivated, than they have ever

been, and fo many new manufactures might

be eſtabliſhed, as could fupport, double,

nay, perhaps triple, the number of its pre

fent inhabitants.

•

A nation, where the people are not bred

to war, but are chiefly employed in agri

culture, manufactures, and other arts of

peace ; ifthey lye on a continent, where their

neighbours have great ſtanding armies, they

alfo muit have a ſtanding army, or a very

good militia, to defend them from foreign

invafions. Ifthey poffefs an iſland, fuch as

Britain, and have not a great ftanding army,

or a good militia, they múft have as much

foreign or domeftic trade, as will enable them

to fupport a good navy for their fecurity.

Foreign trade is likewife an advantage in

other refpects. It opens an eafy communi

cation with all parts of the globe. It gives

us the means of enlarging our knowledge of

nature and of mankind, and of acquiring a

fhare ofthe riches of every nation . If it be

managed with wisdom, it may be a more

fpeedy mean of acquiring wealth than do

meſtic commerce alone. If there are no

mines in a country, without foreign trade it

cannot have either filver or gold. But fuch

an iſland as Britain, can never be faid to de

pend chiefly on its foreign trade for its

great
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greatneſs and riches. A nation, whofe ter

ritory is fo fmall, that its native produce is

not fufficient to feed and cloath its inhabi

tants, cannot fubfift without a foreign trade.

The British are in different circumftances.

Their ifland is more than fufficient to feed

and to cloath its inhabitants, though they

were much more numerous than they are.

No doubt they will be the better for fome

foreign delicacies and ornaments. They will

ſtand in need of fome foreign materials for

improving their domeftic commerce. But

thefe can be procured without an extenfive

foreign trade. If the people be generally

induſtrious in improving their lands, and in

-makingthe beft ufe of the produce of their

own iſland, they may both become very nu

merous, and enjoy the comforts of life in

great plenty, with little foreign trade. This

-is made out by the author of the Querift be

yond the poffibility of a reply. This is con

feffed by Mr. Hume * ; who acknowledges,

that, when induſtry and manufactures are

once introduced into a nation, they may lofe

moſt oftheir foreign trade, and continue,

notwithstanding, a great and powerful pea

ple. Nay, this gentleman fcruples not to

affirm, that the diſadvantages to the foreign

trade of England, arifing from the high

*In his Political Difcourfe ofCommerce.

price
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price of labour, are not to be put in compe

tition with the happineſs of fo many millions.

of the commons of England, with whofe

fuperior riches, above thofe ofany other peo

ple, the high price of labour is fo clofely

connected.

SUCH a maxim is fuitable to a humane

difpofition. Agreeably to fuch a benevolent

fentiment, we ought to extend our notions of

trade, and confider not only how much money

it gains to a nation, but how far it is condu

cive to thehappiness of the people. That go

vernment and policy is beft, where moſt peo

ple are moſt happy and eafy. Neither

government nor trade ought to be ma

naged with the fole view of procuring vaſt

riches to afew, at the expence of grinding

the faces of the poor, and of rendering.

the labouring people, who are the great bo

dy of a nation, miferable. The fyftems of

too many, both merchants and landed gen

tlemen, tend to no other purpoſe. While

fuch gentlemen fwim in luxury, and have

more than heart could wish, they grudge a

fmall pittance to the lower claffes of man

kind. We ought to propofe more equitable.

and more merciful fchemes. By confidering

things in this light, we may fee, howmuch

the policy ofEngland is preferable to that of

France.

IT
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It is not propofed to compare the taxes.

of England with thoſe of France, or to de

termine, which of them are higheft, or im

pofed with the greateſt judgment. When

the expences of the French armies and go

vernment are ſo great, when fuch vaft fums

are actually levied, when both the people

and their parliaments make fuch loud com

plaints oftheir taxes being fo burdenfome, it

is fcarce to be conceived, that the difference

in the price of labour and of provifions in

France and in England fhould arife from the

difference of taxes. So far as it is real , it

arifes from another fource. The English

gentry in general are richer than the gentry in

France, excepting thoſe of very high rank.

The middling people in England are richer

than thoſe of the fame rank in France. The

commons in France are much poorer, and live

more poorly, than the commons in England.

Riches are more univerſally diffuſed in Eng

land, than in France. Wherever this is to be

found, cæteris paribus, prices must be high

er. Hence, the difference in the prices of

labour and of provifions in France and in

England is chiefly owing to the poverty ofthe

commons in France, and to the riches of the

commons in England : a truth, which ought

to be acknowledged for the honour of

English policy. Accordingly, Mr. Hume *

In his Political Difcourfe of Commerce.

con
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confeffes, that the great advantage of Eng

land above any nation at prefent in the

world, or that appears in the records ofany

ftory, confifts in the riches of its artifans and

-common people ; which, in his eſteem , is

moft fuitable to hunian nature, augments

the power ofthe State, makes the burden of

taxes feel light on every ſhoulder, and ought

to endear to Englishmen that free govern

ment under which they live. Thus , were

we obliged to make a choice, compaffion,

as well as good policy, might engage us to

prefer a ſcheme, by which the bulk of a

people will be eafy, to another, that bears

hard upon the multitude. But, in truth,

England may have abundance of foreign

trade, notwithſtanding the higher price of

labour. An extenfive foreign trade is the

natural confequence of a great domeftic com

merce ; fince it is fcarce poffible, that an

induftrious nation, confifting of ten millions

of people, fhould not work up many com

modities, which they do not want at home,

and ſhould not exchange them for the com

modities of foreign nations.

PART
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Of National Debts ; and ofthe Source
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SECT. I.

Of NATIONAL DEBTS.

T

HE cafe of public banks and that of

public debts feem to be very diffe

rent. In a commercial nation the inftitution

of banks, if not abfolutely neceffary, is, at

leaft, of great advantage. As it keeps the

money always encreafing, it is calculated, in

the nature of the thing, to promote induſtry

and trade. But public debt can never be

profitable in its own nature, tho' it may

fometimes be both neceffary, and attended

with accidental advantages.

THE Cuftom of hoarding up, in the pub

lick treaſuries, great fums of money, which

prevailed much in ancient times, and is fo

highly
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highly applauded by Mr. Hume *, has, at

firit view, a very fpecious appearance. It

was indeed fuited to nations, which, like

thofe of antiquity, lived in fimplicity, and

had a greater turn to agriculture and paftu

rage, than to trade †.

If a nation had few commodities or ma

nufactures to export, it was neceffary for

it to have a good ſtock of money to purchaſe:

corn in times of ſcarcity. If one, that was

chiefly addicted to agriculture, afpired at fo

reign conquefts, it was neceffary for it to

have great fums of money provided before

hand, in order to enable it to ſend an army

into another country.

THO fuch nations may confift of a greater

number of people in the fame extent of

ground, than nations, which have more

money, and carry on a greater foreign trade ;

tho by their labour and induſtry at home,

they may have all the conveniencies of life

in great abundance ; tho they may be more

able to defend themſelves againſt an invaſion,

and may be ſtronger at home, than a peo

* Inhis Political Diſcourſe of Public credit.

+ See a Differtation on the numbers of mankind, in

ancient and modern times. Page 95, 96, &c. to 104.

See alſo the Appendix to that Differtation, Page 270,

271, 272.

ple
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ple addicted to trade ; yet they cannot raiſe

fuch great taxes, nor raiſe them ſo eaſily and

fpeedily, as commercial nations. Confe

quently, they cannot maintain fuch great

armies abroad, and may often be leſs figni

ficant in the ſcale ofnations for maintaining

the balance of power. They muft, therefore,

be extremely frugal. So the Public muſt

lay up great fums ofmoney for purchafing

proviſions in times of fcarcity, or for their

warlike expeditions, if they refolve not to

live on plunder, and to force their fubfift

ance wherever they go ; which will often

prove a very dangerous experiment.

BUT nations, which carry on a great

trade, and have much money, as they can

raife greater taxes more fpeedily, and with

lefs burden to the people, are not obliged to

the fame rules offrugality. Nay, hoarding

up great fums offilver and gold in the pub

lic treafury will often be a lofs to the Pub

lic. In place of fuch a policy, it will be

better if the Government levy no greater

taxes than are neceffary for the prefent exi

gencies of the State, and leave as much mo

ney, as poffible, in the hands ofthe people,

to enable them to carry on a more extenſive

trade. Hoarding up money in the public

treafury is like a private man's locking up

great
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great fums in his cheft, which he might lay

out to advantage upon intereft, or in trade.

For this reafon, the great quantities of

plate, that are faid to be in France in the

churches and private houſes, cannot be of

any advantage in trade. What neither cir

culates, nor is afund of credit, can have no

influence in commerce. The French could

carry on a much greater trade, if all this

plate were circulating. The British too

could carry on a greater trade, ifevery man

poffeffed of plate would either employ it in

trade, or lend it to fuch as would. In this

reſpect the Engliſh and Dutch, who encou

rage fervices of china and other earthen ware

inſtead of ſervices of plate, act more in the

true ſpirit oftrade, than the Genoefe. For

the fame reaſon, the tax on plate can hardly

be reckoned impolitic * ; fince, by leffening

the quantity of plate, it prevents the want of

bullion for the neceffary exigencies of the

State. In general, it is both founder and

more merciful policy (as Sir Matthew Dec

ker maintains in his Effay on trade) to lay

taxes on articles of luxury rather than upon

the neceffaries of life.

* Mr. Humefufpects, that the tax onplate is impo

litic in Great Britain. See his Difcourfe on the Balance

oftrade.

ON
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On the fame ground, one cannot fee the

advantage of fuch banks as Mr. Hume pro

pofes, which lock up all the money, give

out paper instead of it, and never augment

the circulating coin *. If there is no other

fecret in the bank of Amfterdam , if all thoſe

vaft treaſures, which have been laid up in its

dark caverns from time to time, have re

mained untouched hitherto, it ſeemsto be al

together unfuitable to the policy of fuch a

mercantile people †.

AFTER all, a poorer State chiefly addicted

to agriculture and pafturage, and lefs em

ployed in procuring the elegancies and orna

ments of life by an extenfive trade, may be,

in many respects, preferable to a richer

commercial nation. The inhabitants offuch

a poorer country may be more numerous,

* In his Political Difcourfe of Money.

The writer of thefe Characteristics does not mean,that

fuch Banks may not be attended with ſeveral advantages.

Undoubtedly, by the circulation of their notes, inſtead

ofthe money given in and locked up, commerce may,

infome refpects, be rendered both more eafy, and more

fafe. His meaning only is, that thefe, and perhaps

other advantages, do not appear to be fo confiderable,

as when Banks are authoriſed to lend upon good fecu

rity, either to private perfons, or to the Public.

The author of the Querift puts a very properque

ry on this head, " Whether money lying dead in the

bank of Amfterdam would not be as uſeleſs as in the

mine? 5th edition 1750, query 242.

more
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more healthy, and more virtuous. They

may, by being more warlike, be more able

to defend themſelves at home ; and maylike

wife be abundantly provided with the real

neceffaries and conveniencies of life. In fuch

circumftances they may adopt every frugal

ſcheme. They will not need Paper- credit,

and but very little money. At the ſame

time, they may be very happy ; happier,

perhaps, than richer commercial nations.

But, if they will not be fatisfied with fim

plicity ; if a people muſt have delicacies and

ornaments, and the trade and manufactures

that are neceſſaryto procure them ; they muft

not exclude thofe maxims, that are fuitable

to fuch an end. It is ridiculous to be per

petually extolling trade and manufactures,

while we are conftantly railing at what is

evidently connected with them, or neceffary

to procure them. This is to act inconfiftent

ly, and to aim at impoffibilities.

TAKINGthings in this view, it maybe cafily

demonftrated, that public debts are not fo

diſadvantageous in rich commercial nations,

as in nations where the agriculture bears a

greater proportion to the trade and manu

factures.

A private manmay be obliged to borrow,

and may borrow with great advantage to his

private
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private affairs. The fame thing holds in

the cafe of a nation. If the Government has

fome grand and uſeful ſcheme in view, either

to drain marſhes, to render rivers navi

gable, to encourage fome branches of

induſtry, or to maintain their liberty or

trade againſt a powerful and ambitious

enemy, and cannot raiſe the neceffary fums

by taxes in due time ; it may be pru

dent to borrow the money, and to eſtabliſh

a proper method of repaying it at leiſure * .

If the people have confidence in the Govern

ment, the fecurities given by the Public,

bearing a certain intereft, may not onlybe

come a fund ofpaper-money, which may ea

fily betransferred from hand to hand,but be

come fo convenient for merchants or others,

that they may very reaſonably rife above par.

Thus there may be a folid foundation for

ftocks or public funds. Merchants, having

part oftheir eſtates in the ftocks, which they

can command at pleafure, may either be

moreready, than it wouldbe poffible for them

otherwife to be, for any profitable adventure

* It is not therefore univerfally true, That a nation

ought never to borrow, but always to raife within the

year the money neceffary for the current fervice. This

is a good general rule ; perhaps it ought feldom to be

departed from. But, in feveral cafes, itmay neither,be

poffible nor be expedient.

in
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in trade ; or, if no fuch adventure offers,

may have a moderate intereſt for their mo

ney. In this there is a manifeft advantage.

Without doubt, the trade of England has

beenpromoted, and its merchants had advan

tages from the nature oftheir ftocks , above

thoſe of other nations *.

* The following queries , propofed by the ingenious

Bishop ofCloyne, ferve to illuftrate the nature of public

funds, and fhew, that what originally flowed from ne

ceffity and want, may afterwards become beneficial to

the State.

Query 233. Whether the credit of the public funds

be not a mine ofGold to England ? And whether any

ftep, that ſhould leffen this credit, ought not be dread

ed ?

Query 234. Whether fuch credit be not the prin

cipal advantage that England hath over France, I may

add, over every country in Europe ?

Query 235. Whether by this the Public is not be

come poffeffed of the wealth of foreigners, as well as

natives and whether England be not, in ſome ſort,

the treaſury ofChristendom ?

And afterward, treating of the bank of Amſterdam,

he aſks,

Query 296. Whether it be not the greateſt help

and fpur to commerce, that property can be fo readily

conveyed, and fo well fecured by a compte en banc, that

is, by only writing one man's name for another's in the

bank-book ?

Query 297. Whether at the beginning of the laft

century, thofe, who had lent money to the Public du

ringthe war with Spain, were not fatisfied by the fole

expedient of placing their names in a compte en banc,

with liberty to transfer their claims ?

IT
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It is evident likewife, that the ſchemes,

carried onbythe money thus borrowed by the

Public and become a part of the National

Debts, may fo much promote the trade and

riches of the nation in certain cafes, that, by

a moderate tax upon the additional riches, a

fum may be raiſed fufficient both to paythe

yearly intereft, and gradually to repay the

principal.

It is true, fome moneyed men, who have

large fhares in the ftocks, may give over

trade, and fatisfy themſelves with the intereft

of their money on government- fecurities.

This may often be a lofs ; and, when it

Query 298. Whether the example of thefe eafy

transfers in the compte en banc thus cafually erected, did

not tempt other men to become creditors to the Public,

in order to profit by the fame fecure and expeditious

method of keeping and transferring their wealth.

Query 299. Whether this compte en banc hath not

proved better than a mine of gold to Amſterdam ?
1

Query 300. Whether that city may not be faid to

owe her greatneſs to the unpromising accident of her

having been in debt more than ſhe was able to pay?

Much to the fame purpoſe fays a celebrated French

author, fpeaking of England, " It will have a fure

" credit, as it will borrowwithin itſelf, and pay itſelf.

" It may happen, that it will undertake enterprizes

above its natural ftrength, and improve againſt its

" enemies thofe immenfe fictitious riches, which the

confidence repofed in, and nature of its government

" willrender real."

«c

De l'Espritdes Loix, tome i. liv. 19. chap. 27.

D
hap
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happens, I fhall not cavil with any of our

writers about a name, and call theſe gentle

men merchants * . But fuch gentlemen may

havegot theirmoney as boneftly, as others have

got their lands : they may uſe it as boneftly,

and with as much advantage to the public. If

fome ofthem take undue advantages ofri

fing orfalling ftocks to gain exorbitant pro

fits, or take undue methods to raiſe the

flocks ; they may not perhaps do more harm

than landed men by raifing their rents too

high, by ſqueezing their tenants, by board

ing up their corn in times of fcarcity, and

by grinding the faces ofthe Poor. Landed

men ought to be cautious of propoſing to

aboliſh the public debts by a law, or taking

away the eftates of the ſtock-jobbers, as idle

and ufeless member of the State. If ever all

rich, idle, ufeless members of the fociety

fhould be puniſhed, ſtockjobbers would not

be the onlyfufferers.

Ir is not eafy to affign limits, or to de

termine, how far a nation may go in bor

rowing. Neither, indeed, would it be good

policy. It is much better to keep far onthe

fafe fide, and never toftretch the public cre

dit. But, certainly, the limits for fuch a

rich commercial nation as Britain, extend

The writer of the Three Effays refuſes to call

them merchants.

farther2
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farther than many have imagined. Dr. Da

venant, in the end of the laſt century, when

the public debts were about fourteen mil

lions, was pofitive, that, ifthey were fuffer

ed to rife higher, nay, if they were not gra

dually cleared, England muft be undone +.

+ 'Tis in vain for the author of the Three Efays

(pag. 15, 16.) to pretend, that this prediction has been

verified bythe change, which has happened in thepro

perty ofthe lands of England fince the Revolution : A

change fo great, that he imagines a greater would not

have happened even after a Turkish conqueft ! 'Tis evi

dent, Davenant had no view to changes of this nature;

he meant, that the lands would be much worfe cultivat

ed, whoever had the property ; that the inhabitants

would be greatly diminiſhed, and would become poor.

In this fenfe, which is the true one, the prediction has

failed. Davenant was a man of more fagacity, than

to confider the change ofhands, and the fhifting ofpro

perty, as a certain indication of decline. This is often

the fymptom ofthe encreaſe of trade and riches (as fhall

be fhewn afterwards . ) It often happens under the beft

and happieſt governments . But, if Britain was to be

overrun by a Turkiſh or abſolute Monarch ; if wewere

to lofe our liberty and free government ; all the mif

chiefs that were predicted by Davenant, and many

others, would happen. At the fame time, the proper

ty oflands might remain more fixed, than when trade

and riches were encreafing. Hardly, indeed, could

there be any cauſe ofaltering property, butthe arbitra

ry willofthe tyrant. The monarch, indeed, might take

an eftate from one of his flaves, and beftow it upon an

other. But, amidst the oppreffions and infecurity un der

fuch a government, we cannot fuppofe fuch a q ick

encreaſe of riches, as would enable the Indurious to

purchaſe eftates fo faft, as in times of greater liberty

and fecurity.

D 2
Yet
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Yet we have feen them rife to thrice that

fum , while the nation is become richer than

it was before.

HOWEVER,there muſt certainly be a limit :

No nation can contract debts without end.

Public debts may be too high. One may be

authorized to fay, the debts of Britain are

high enough at prefent ; fince the legiſlature

appears evidently to be of this opinion, and

feems anxious to have them reduced.

SECT:
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SECT. II.

Of the SOURCE of the NATIONAL DEBTS of

England.

WHE
N

WHEN we confider the vaſt debts, that

have been contracted in England ;

in one view, it feems impoffible intirely to

juftify theconduct, which has been the cauſe

ofthem ; in another, fuch highdebts are not

a bad fymptom ofthe times, and mark a pe

culiar diftinction betwixt the temper of the

nation before and fince the Revolution.

WHEN a free government is able to con

tract great debts by borrowing from its own

fubjects, this is a certainfign,that it has gain

ed the confidence of the people. If foreign

ers are eager to have a fhare of its funds,

this fhews the confidence ofthe neighbouring

nations. If it be true, that the people of

Britain have entruſted the Government with

more than fixty millions, and foreigners with

more than twenty, fuch a Government muſt

have a firm credit. 'Tis by this firm credit,

among other things, that the Government

ever fince the Revolution has been remark

ably diſtinguiſhed from the Government du

ring thefour preceding reigns.

HowD 3
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How often have we been told, with a

particular emphafis, That all our debts have

been contracted fince the Revolution ? To

fuch, as know the hiftory offormer times, the

mention of this is unneceffary. None ofthe

four preceding reigns had any credit with the

people. Before the Revolution the nation.

could place no confidence in the adminiftra

tion ; for they were continually giving them

ground ofjealoufy, and were fecretly under

mining, or openly invading, their conftitu

tion.

How openly did James the Firſt ofEng

land propagate a flaviſh fyftem, as the true fyf

tem ofthe Britishgovernment. "The abfolute

" powerofkings ; their hereditary, indefea

" fible, irrefiftable, divine right; the rights of

" their fubjects being originallyderived from

" their grace and favour, and being revok

" able at their pleaſure, or in cafes of necef

" fity, ofwhich they themſelves were the fole

judges ; their right to levy money at their

" pleaſure, and in what manner they found

" most expedient, without confent of par

66

liament ; their right to prefcribe to the

" confciences oftheir fubjects, at leaſt to re

" gulate all external forms and ceremonies

" in religion by their fovereign will and au

" thority ; their right to call members of

parliament to account, to try, judge, and

"puniſh

66
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"
DURINGthe reign of Charles I. the rights of

the ſubjects were fo openly violated, as gave

an univerfal difguft, and made the king lofe

the confidence of his people. Charles him

felf entertained too high an opinion of the

authority of kings. Nor need we be fur

prifed that the nation , was extremely

alarmed, after ſeeing the court diſcover fo

1 ftrong an inclination to rule without parlia

ments, and take fuch wide fteps, to eſtabliſh

an arbitrary government, both in church and

ftate.

" punish them at common law, for their

" fpeeches in parliament :" theſe, and fuch

like flavish principles, were common to

pics ofhis converfation. He inculcated them

upon his courtiers . He talked ofthem open

ly at table. He could fcarce conceal them

from his parliaments, and made an affent and

confent to theſe flaviſh doctrines the high

road to honour and preferment.

1

WHEN We reflect on the attempts, that

were made againſt our freedom during this

reign, we ought not to be ungrateful to the

memory ofthoſe generous patriots, who, in

oppofition to an arbitrary court, ſo bravely

afferted the caufe of liberty, and maintained

the rights of the people. We ought to ap

plaud that valour and love to their country,

D4
which
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which fhone confpicuouſly in their character.

But as an enormous ambition and enthufiaf

tic rage at length mixed in their counſels,

and hindered them from finifhing happily

what they had fo gloriouſly begun ; in fo

far they deſerve to be condemned ; nor could

they ever obtain a firm credit with the peo

ple.

It is needlefs to enter minutely into the

fpirit of thoſe times. One would not be fond

of bringing too fevere an accufation againſt

the two first kings of Great Britain. Atthe

fame time, many of their meaſures cannot

poffibly be defended. Whatever were the

virtues of thofe princes as men, as kings

they manifeftly aimed at arbitrary power.

Whatever were the crimes and weakneſſes

of thoſe who oppofed them, a warm oppo

fition in thoſe two reigns ſeems to have been

neceffary for preferving Britiſh liberty. It

is extremely difficult to be wholly impartial.

Mr. Hume * has not been able to hinder

himſelf from fhewing a viſible bias in favour

of King Charles I. and of the party who

fupported him ; and againſt the zealous de

fenders of civil and religious liberty. It is

very poffible, that I am biaffed on the other

* In the Hiſtory ofGreat Britain, vol. I.

fide.
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fide. The religious Puritans ofthoſe days

had great weakneffes ; but thoſe weakneſſes

were more excufable than the fuperftitious

bigotry of Charles's court and minifters.

Thoſe who govern ought to be wiſer than

the people who are governed. In matters of

religion, fuch as have authority ought tofhew

indulgence to fcrupulous confciences. But

the court of King Charles I. knew nothing

but ſeverity. Contrary both to juſtice and

to good policy, they embroiled the nation

for the fake offome unneceflary ceremonies in

worship. The defenders of civil liberty, no

doubt, fell into great exceffes, and carried

their claims too far. But our hiftorian treats

them with a ſeverity not agreeable to that

gentleness which he ufually exerciſes towards

political miſtakes. It is even with caution,

according to Mr. Hume, that we ought to

aſcribe the praiſes of a good citizen to Ham

den, tho celebrated by hiſtorians ofthe moſt

oppofite parties, for virtue and integrity in

private life, affability in converſation , pene

tration and difcernment in counſel ; temper,

art and eloquence in debate ; induſtry, vi

gilance and enterprize in action ; and valour

in war *. Nay, fo cautious is the hiſtorian,

that he fcruples to determine pofitively, whe- '

* Hiftory ofGreat Britain, vol. I. p. 353.

D 5 ther
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ther this generous lover of liberty wasactuar

ed by private ambition, or by honeft preju

dices. How much more generouſly would

he have been treated bythe nobler antients,

who would not have fcrupled to beſtow the

higheſt praiſes on his heroic patriotiſm, and

would have confecrated his name with the

Ariftides's, the Brutus's, and the Cato's of

the ancient world.

IN judging ofthe merit ofancient parties,

it is not equitable to compare their principles

and manners with thofe of a more enlighten

ed age. This is not the furest way of form

ing a found judgment of their pretenfions.

To do justice to our brave forefathers, we

fhould not compare their ſpirit and opinions

with the opinions and fpirit of our times,

but with thoſe of their cotemporaries and

antagoniſts. We fhould confider the necef

fities to which they were reduced, and what

fpirit was fuitable to the age in which they

lived. Times of civil war and fierce diffen

tion about religion, notwithſtanding the

courage and military bravery which they tend

to produce, notwithstanding that noble ar

dor for liberty, and fervent zeal for religion,

with which many are remarkably inſpired,

may juſtly be called unfortunate to thofe that

live in them. Befides the external calami

ties of war, with which the world is afflicted

in
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in fuch times, they beget an uncommon

keenneſs, if not acrimony, of temper. We

need not, therefore, wonder fo much, as

Mr. Hume, that our generous anceſtors,

who were engaged in fuch arduous conflicts ,

carried fome things too far ; and that their

genius, tho fuitable to thoſe fierce times in

whichProvidence had caſt their lot, appears fo

different from the milder and more fociable

ſpirit of the preſent age.

KING Charles II. had reigned but a ſhort

time after his reſtoration , when he loft the

confidence of his fubjects. The reſtoration

ofthis prince in ſo haſty a manner, without

fome fuch folemn declarations of the rights

of the nation by parliament, as were after

wards made at the Revolution, can be juſti

fied only bythe neceffity of a speedy fettlement

at that time. Such an entire confidence was

not a little dangerous. The true friends of

liberty foon had reafon to repent of their

complaifance. This indolent and inactive

prince diſcovered that he inherited the prin

ciples of his father ; tho he would neither

run the risk, nor take the trouble of eſtabliſh

ing his favourite fyftem. Guided by French

and popiſh counfels, he foon loft the hearts

of his people. How poorly did he ſhut up.

his exchequer, to avoid paying a million and

a half of debt, that he might be better able

D6 to
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to affift the French to conquer the Dutch,

contrary to the intereft ofthe Nation ! What

unjuft, fevere, and fooliſh attempts were

made in his reign, as well as in his father's,

to fettle what will always be impoffible to

fettle, in a free and proteftant country, an

exact uniformity in matters of religion ! But

ſeverity to proteftant diffenters, and a fecret

management in favour of the church of

Rome, were prevailing maxims in thoſe two

reigns.

THE defigns of his fucceffor James II . to

eftabliſh an arbitrary government, and to

reftore popery, were vifible to the whole

nation, opened the eyes of the people, and

brought about the Revolution.

WHAT Confidence could the nation place

in princes offuch characters, who were con

tinually ftruggling with their parliaments,

and diſcovered a manifeft inclination to be

free of them altogether ! What wife men

would have trufted fuch princes with their

money ! None of the four princes beforethe

Revolution had credit enough to obtain ſuch

great fums asthe people have chearfully con

tributed fince that memorable æra.

1

THIS Confidence of the people ariſes from

the moſt obvious and palpable appearances,

I and
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and is founded on the moſt juſt and reaſon

able grounds. Since the Revolution, our

princes have avoided thoſe rocks on which

their predeceffors ran with precipitation. The

British have enjoyed greater liberty and fe

curity than were enjoyed in the preceding

reigns. The great body of the people find

themſelves eafy and fafe. The admini

ftration is equitable and mild. The Sove

reign fummons the parliament regularly, ac

cording to law. The king and his parlia

ment meet and part amicably. They enact

fuch laws as are thought proper. Some

times the landed, fometimes the trading in

tereft, is more immediately confidered.

Great regard is paid to the general opinion

of merchants and of the people . If they

are offended at any law that has been enact

ed ; if defigning men have raiſed a clamour,

and rendered the people uneafy ; fuch isthe

lenity of the British government, fuch their

regard to the voice of the Public, that, tho

the people, perhaps, had no juſt reaſon to

have been uneafy on account of the law it

felf, yet if this law was not thought of im

portance enough tojuftify the fuffering them

to remain uneafy under it, it has been known,

that, the very next feffion of parliament, the

miniftry have made the motion to repeal it.

Inſtead of flagrant attempts to ftretch the

prerogative, as in former times, the people

can

•

翼
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can fee nothing but legal government. If

it is doubted, whether the King can execute

any particular, neceffary, or falutary project,

by virtue of his prerogative, inftead of ur

ging the plea of neceffity, as was frequently

done before the Revolution, or catching at

fuch an opportunity for enlarging the prero

gative without law ; a bill is immediately

brought into parliament to explain, or to en

large the powers ofthe Crown. Amidft af

fected cries of flavery and oppreffion by the

difaffected or difcontented, no body can ob

ferveinſtancesof this oppreffion . Everyindu

ſtrious man is able not only to live by his in

duſtry, but to live in much greater plenty,

than in France, or under any abfolute mo

narchy. He finds, indeed, the prices of

many things higher, than they were in for

mer times ; whether from taxes, or forother

reaſons, he does not perhaps inquire . Nei

ther does he calculate, how much he pays

towards clearing the public debts. But,

without any fuch calculation, he finds more

money to pay thofe higher prices, and fees

that every one may live happily under a gentle

adminiſtration, and the protection of law.

Such a concurrence of favourable circum

ſtances makes the people eafy. They have

confidence in the government, and are not to

be moved either by the alarms given by the

timorous or difcontented, or by the arts of

the

•
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the difaffected, and their ftudied reprefenta

tions of oppreffion and poverty amidſt the

greateſt liberty and plenty.

BUT have there been no mifmanagements

under the government fince the Revolution ?

Has this government fallen into no errors?

Has it been guilty of no abufes ? Whatever

may be faid by fawning parafites, the beſt

friends of the Revolution will not fay fo.

They do not doubt, that men without vir

tue, or without ability, have too often been

employed ; that fuch men have mifmanag

ed public affairs, and embezzled the pub

lic money ; that frauds have been commit

ted ; that fervices have been paid for,which

were never performed ; that others have

been purchaſed at an extravagant price ; that

many deceitful arts have been employed in

the management of the ſtocks ; and that

fuch abuſes have too feldom been puniſhed.

Though they are far from believing that the

balance ofpower in Europe is an idea entire

ly imaginary, they will not affert, that we

have not burdened ourſelves too much topre

ferve it. Far are they from thinking, that all

our foreign wars and negotiations have been

conducted with the greatest fkill and ability;

that our taxes have been impofed with the

deepest judgment ; that our revenues have

been managed with the strictest frugality.

They

7
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They cannot believe, that, if the admini

ftration fince the Revolution had been en

tirely patriot and frugal, the public debts

would have rifen fo high, or not have been

fooner reduced. All human governments

are fubject to abuſes. The government,

fince the Revolution, has not been exempted

from them. Generous friends of liberty

will not deny it. They will not proſtitute

their honour. They will not defend what is

wrong. When they celebrate the govern

ment fince the Revolution, they do not cele

brate it on account ofthe frugality ofthe ad

miniſtration, or the watchfulneſs of men in

power, either in preventing or in puniſhing

abuſes. What they celebrate is of a differ

ent nature. By the Revolution the conftitu

tion has been rendered more perfect. That

admirable and fingular mixture of a heredi

tary limited monarchy and fplendid ariſto

cracy, without the power ofoppreffing, and

ofan equal democracy without its unfteadi

nefs and confufion, fhines with fuperior luftre.

By means ofthe Revolution, the proteftant

religion, which feemed continually to be in

danger from the influence of popiſh kings or

popish queens, is perfectly fecured. By

means of the Revolution, we enjoy an en

tire fecurity from all kinds of perfecution,

liberty of worſhipping God according toour

confciences, fafety to our perfons againſt ar

bitrary

"

+
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bitrary impriſonments, fecurity of our

lives and properties from arbitrary judg

ments, freedom from all taxes, penal

ties or puniſhments, without confent of

parliament, liberty of ſpeech and debate, of

writing and printing, in the moſt ample

manner we can defire. Theſe are bleffings

which we have poffeffed more abundantly

than ever we did before. Such perfect li

berty and fecurity have given fo great en

couragement to induſtry and trade, that,

notwithſtanding our high taxes and great

national debts, we are much richer and more

powerful, than before the Revolution.

THO the true friends of liberty will never

deny weakneffes in the adminiſtration, they

cannot but fee, at the fame time, that many

of the abuſes which they confefs and lament,

naturally ariſe from the freedom of our go

vernment, and are evils nearly connected

with the bleffings we enjoy above moſt other

nations. There can be no unmixed happi

nefs in this world . A nation cannot have

just enough of any thing, and no more. If

it enjoys a fufficient meaſure of liberty, it

muſt be content to take along with it a cer

tain portion of licentioufnefs. If it will have

the most perfect fecurity againſt illegal impri

fonments or arbitrary judgments, it muſt lay

its account to fuffer many criminals to escape.

If
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Ifit would preferve the influence, dignity,

and independance ofthe rich, and not break

the ſpirit of the commons, it cannot expect

to be without parties and factions. Where

ever there are ſtruggles and contefts forpower

and authority, difhonourable as well as bo

nourable methods of acquiring them will too

often come into vogue. Where power is di

vided among many different perfons and

bodies of men, the diftribution is the great

mean of preferving freedom , and of prevent

ing thofe enormous acts of tyranny, which

are exerciſed under abfolute monarchies.

But it often embarraffes the adminiſtration,

and makes the fprings of government move

more flowly. A king ofBritain, as he can

not do the thouſandth part of the miſchief

which may eaſily be done by an abfolute

monarch, fometimes cannot do fo much

good. His beft intentions may be fruftrat

ed by contending parties *. Where there

* As it can rarely be fuppofed, that abfolute mon

archs will be difpofed to do good in any extraordinary

degree ; as they are furrounded with flatterers from

their birth, and their education feldom tends either to

give them the largeſt views of what is beft, or beſt

difpofes them to purfue it; as they must be often

mifled, by their courtiers, to prefer other confiderations

to the general intereft of their fubjects ; as there are in

deed but few examples of abfolute princes who have

been eminently good,' and every abfolute prince is ca

pable ofdoing the greateſt miſchief; abfolute monarchy

always has been, and always muft be, the greateſt

are
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are parties and factions, it is no wonder that

perfons, whofe greateſt merit confiſts in their

powerful connexions, are fometimes chofen

into offices. No form of government can

have all advantages . The beft is that which

has the moſt and the greateſt. If a nation

will have moneyed men and rich merchants,

who fhall be able both to carry on a great

trade, and to advance money for the urgent

occafions ofthe government, it muſt admit

ftock-jobbing. If it will preferve a due ba

lance of power abroad, and baffle the unjuſt

attempts of an ambitious monarch, who

diſturbs the peace ofmankind, encroaches on

his neighbours, and would enſlave the world,

it muft fometimes put itſelf to the expence

of maintaining armies for its defence. If it'

is more rich and opulent, the adminiftration

must be more expenfive, and muft pay all its

officers and fervants at a much greater rate,

than other nations * . Thus we may eaſily

fcourge ofmankind. According to Mr. Hume (in his

Political Difcourfe ofCommerce) " the poverty ofthe

common people is a natural, if not an infallible,

" confequence of abfolute monarchy." In this view,

it is the best policy for nations to fet proper bounds to

the power of their kings. This the Britiſh have hap

pily effected, and have eſtabliſhed the wifeft monarchy

that ever was in the world.

66

* Mr. Hume has obſerved (in his Political Difcourfe

of Money) that all rich trading countries, from Car

thage to Britain and Holland, have made uſe of mer

cenary troops ; that the pay of all fervants in rich

countries muſt riſe in proportion to the public opulence;

fee
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fee the original fource of many abuſes, that

are juſtly complained of.

" KING William's wars ! King Wil

" liam's wars !" A great topic of decla

mation to fuch as are difaffected. It must be

owned, that it is fcarce poffible, without

knowing many fecret tranfactions, to ex

plain the reaſons, and to fhew the neceffity

of foreign wars. But thofe entered into

by King William immediately after the Re

volution, and that projected by him a little

before his death, as far as the Public can

judge, feem to have been undertaken upon

the moſt honourable occafion *. It was

glorious for the nation to chaſtiſe the pride

of an ambitious monarch, who had affifted

King James with his fleets and armies, and,

like a defpotic mafter, would force the Bri

tifh to fubmit to a Prince whom they had

and that ourſmall army in Britain of twenty thouſand

men is maintained at as great expence, as a French ar

thrice as numerous. Therefore, according to this

writer, we ought not to expect to be as frugal as the

French, till the commons of England ſhall be as poor

as thofe of France.

my

* We find a very abfurd affertion (in the Three

Effays, page 11.) That it is the intereft of landed men

and merchants to fubmit to any infult, rather than en

gage in a war ; fince they must bear the whole burden

of it.

pro
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profcribed t. It was generous to make an

atonement to Europe for the weakneſſes of

Charles II. not only in fuffering, but in af

fifting, the haughty Lewis to trample on

the faith of treaties, and on the rights of

nations. It was necessary for their own in

tereft, to join their arms with the reft of

Europe, which the encroachments of Lewis

XIV. had at length rouſed to take juft ven

geance, and to concert proper meaſures for

their own fecurity.

BUT it cannot be expected, that the flat

terers of a tyrannical Power in Church or

State will ever be reconciled to the memory

of William III. How glorious is it for

him, that he was fo much hated by them

while alive, and that his memory has been

fo much perfecuted fince his death ! Even

the elegant Monfieur de Voltaire, poffeffed

of as much freedom of thought as is to be

obſerved in any writer born under an abſo

lute monarchy, is far from doing justice to

this great man.

*

This is the language of Monfieur Voltaire : Mais

reconnaitre ainfi pour leur roi un prince profcrit par

eux, leur parut un outrage à la nation, & un defpotif

me qu'on voulait exercer dans l'Europe. Siecle de

Louis XIV. tome i. chap. 16.

Aci
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ACCORDINGto Monfieur Voltaire * , King

William III . was more remarkable for depth

of judgment, than beauty of genius or

force of imagination . In his manners he

was plain and modeft, uſually grave and re

ferved, and never lively but in a day ofbat

tle. He defpifed all kinds of fuperftition,

and never perfecuted any perfon on account

of Religion. He had the valour of a fol

dier, and refources of a commander ; and,

tho he loft many battles, left behind him

the reputation of a General much to be

dreaded. He had an abfolute influence in

Holland, but did not deſtroy its liberty :

Nor had he any inclination to render himfelf

abfolute in England. Without being po

pular he was a great politician ; and was,

indeed, the foul and prime mover of the

half of Europe. Hitherto this Hiſtorian

feems difpofed to do juftice. In what fol

lows his good difpofition towards this great

prince is not fo confpicuous. He died (fays

he) without giving any anſwers to what the

English Clergy faid to him about their re

ligion, and difcovered no anxiety about any

thing but the affairs of Europe. If Mr.

Voltaire intended this as a tacit accufation

of impiety, it is fcarce pardonable in an

author who affects fo much to deſpiſe ſuper

• Siecle de Louis XIV. chap. 16.

ftition.
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ftition. He has likewiſe palpably miſtaken

the character of King William, and put an

unjuſt glofs upon the referve that appeared

in the laſt ſcene of his life. This hero

affected not fhew or popularity during his

life he had too great a foul to alter his

manner, and to affect them at his death.

Having often faced death in the field with

courage, he felt its actual approaches with

out any concern for himſelf, and had no

other concern but for the welfare of Eu

rope.

To judge of him from his actions, and

to put the moft natural conftruction on his

conduct, the welfare of Europe, and the

preſervation of liberty, were always in his

view; the accompliſhment of theſe great

ends the main buſineſs of his life.

ACCORDING to M. Voltaire, the Prince

of Orange had conceived vaft defigns, nay,

was more ambitious than Lewis XIV. This

may be allowed. There are few great men

without great ambition. But the ambition

of Lewis and that of William were entirely

different. Lewis was ambitious of render

ing his power abfolute at home, and of

deſtroying any remainder of liberty that was

to be found in France : William was am

bitious of preſerving the rights and liberty

of
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of his country. Lewis was ambitious of

fubduing and enflaving all the neighbouring

nations : William ofprotecting them againſt

the attacks of Lewis. Lewis attacked

Holland from pride and a defire of glory:

It was the glory of William to defend that

finking State. Lewis was ambitious of de

ftroying the proteftant religion in France :

William, of protecting and preferving it in

Britain. Lewis was ambitious of making

confcience yield to his defpotic ſway : Wil

liam, of preferving the rights of confcience

facred and inviolable. Lewis's ambition

was accompanied with injustice and cruelty,

both to his own fubjects and to his neigh

bours : William's, with juftice and mercy.

To finish the compariſon : Lewis was dif

appointed of his ambitious purpoſe to ef

tabliſh an univerfal monarchy : William fuc

ceeded in his great defign of humbling ty

rants. William in his life fet bounds to the

power of Lewis, and ftopped the career of

his conquefts. By the execution of the

ſchemes which William had projected while

alive, even after his death he brought down

the high ſpirits of Lewis, and fpoiled him

of his former trophies.

IT is difficult even for men of liberal

minds wholly to diveft themſelves of the

prejudices of education. M. Voltaire is a

ftrik
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ftriking proof of the truth of the obferva

tion. Tho he allows, that King James's

going over to France at the Revolution was

the æra of the true liberty of England ;

that the wars which King William project

ed and Queen Anne profecuted, were in

reality the wishes of the nation + ; that

Lewis XIV. had taken up arms himſelf

againſt his own nephew, againſt his fon's

brother-in-law, and againſt another prince

nearly allied to his family ; that the Duke

of Savoy fought againſt the hufband of one

of his daughters, and againſt the father-in

£ law of the other : yet, paffing over theſe

examples of ambition in thofe two princes

with a gentle cenfure, he attacks the Prince

of Orange moſt unjuſtly, in a manner truly

abufive, and altogether unworthy of the

fine fenfe and penetration of fuch an inge

nious hiftoriographer.

3

1

1

" THE moft criminal undertaking in all

" that war, was the only one that was truly

" fucceſsful. William fucceeded entirely

" in England and Ireland : in other re

ſpects fuccefs was balanced by loffes.

66

* Ce fut là l'époque de la vraie liberté d' Angle

terre. Le Siecle de Louis XIV. tome i . chap. 14.

+ Ls mefures étaient les vocux de la nation.

Siecle d Louis XIV. tome i. chap. 16 .

Le

E " When
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" When I call this undertaking criminal,

" I do not examine, whether the Britiſh,

" after having fhed the father's blood, were

" in the wrong, or had juft reaſons, to

" banifh the fon, and to defend their reli

gion and their rights : I only fay, that,

if there is fuch a thing as juſtice upon

earth, it did not belong to the daughter

" and fon - in -law of King James to turn

" him out of his own houſe *. "

"

SELDOM has Mr. Voltaire fuffered fuch an

exceptionable paragraph to drop from his

pen, or treated his fubject fo fuperficially.

The daughter and fon-in-law of King

James were not either unjuſt or criminal in

giving a ſeaſonable affiftance to Great Bri

tain against the unlawful attempts of that

prince. The rights of kings and of their

heirs, and all the rules of fucceffion, muft

* L'entrepriſe la plus criminelle de toute cette

guerre, fut la feule veritablement heureufe. Guil

Jaume reüffit toujours pleinement en Angleterre & en

Irlande . Ailleurs les fuccès furent balancés. Quand

j'appelle cette enterpriſe criminelle, je n' examine pas

fi la nation, après avoir repandu le fang du pere, avait

tort au raifon de proferire le fils , & de defendre fa re

ligion & fes droits : Je dis feulement, que s'il y a

quelque iaftice fur la terre, il n'appertenait pas à la

fille & au gendre du Roi Jâques de le chaffer de fa mai

fon. Le Siecle de Louis XIV. tome i . chap. 15 .

ever
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ever be fubjected to the general good and

exigencies of nations. No race of kings

can juftly lay claim to an unalterable right

of fucceffion in all events, and upon all fup.

pofitions whatever. The rights of nations

and the authority of laws are fuperior to the

rights and authority of kings. Notwith

ftanding the strongest ties of gratitude and

natural relation to any king, it will ever be

juft and glorious to deliver an oppreffed na

'tion, and reſcue a finking State from tyran

nical power. Neither humanity, nor gra

titude, nor natural affection, can bind up

any of his family from defeating his unjuſt

and deftructive ſchemes fubverfive of the

happineſs of awhole people. If open force

be neceffary for this goodpurpoſe, the necef

fity renders it lawful. Gratitude and natu

ral affection can oblige to nothing more, than

treating the perfon and family of the Prince

with due tenderneſs and refpect. This was

abundantly taken care of at the Revolution.

The Prince of Orange at all times ſhewed as

much regard for King James, as filial piety

demanded ; and, on certain delicate occa

fions, treated him with a generoſity which

marked the greatnefs as well as goodness of

his mind. M. Voltaire has been blinded by

his prepoffeffions. Tho he was able to

overcomethe prejudices he had contracted

in favour of a fuperftitious religion, he has

E 2
not
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not been able thoroughly to perceive the

odiouſneſs of tyranny, nor diveft himſelf of

an admiration of abfolute power. So fatal

is it to have been born under a defpotic

prince. Had M. Voltaire written with as

much tafte and impartiality on this, as on

many other fubjects, inſtead of condemning

the Revolution, or accusing the Prince of

Orange of injuftice, he would have fallen

down and worshipped, and taught the won

dering world to revere that Liberty, which

fhone fo brightly on Britain at that happy

period, and was fo little known among the

neighbouring nations.

BUT it is lefs furprifing, that a French

man, who profeffes himself an admirer of

what the auther of a late Eftimate calls

the gallant reign of Lewis XIV. fhould be

le's favourable to the memory of that hero,

who defeated the defigns of his favourite

monarch. We may indeed wonder that the

author of the Eftimate, who hath enjoyed

the bleflings of British liberty, fhould not,

even when he confeffes that the people of

Britain gained an acceffion of liberty, and

British parliaments a new dignity and power,

by the Revolution , place the happy inftru

An Eſtimate ofthe Manners, and Principles ofthe

Times, p. 138.

ment
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ment of thofe valuable acquifitions in a

fairer light, and reprefent his conduct in

brighter colours. The deliverer of Britain

from popery and arbitrary power is not ce

lebrated for wifdom in counfel, bravery in

war, hatred of tyranny, or love of liberty ;

but, in the Estimate, appears in the obfcure

light of an election-jobber, diftributing places

and penfions, in order tothe making of par

liaments.

WILLIAM III. fays he, found an eager

deſire, in members of parliament, to obtain

lucrative employments in exchange for their

concurrence in granting fupplies and for

warding the meaſures of government, to be

the national turn ; and fet himſelf, like a

politician, to oppofe it . He therefore fi

lenced all he could by places or penfions :

And hence the origin of making of parlia

ments *.

I WILL not fay, that every author is ob

liged to write panegyrics, or to celebrate

even thegreateft heroes. But no author has

a right to be unjust to any man whom he

introduces in his writings : neither is it law.

ful to impute to him errors or crimes with

which he is not chargeable.

* Elimate, page 109.

E 3
1 DO



78 OF NATIONAL DEBTS.

I Do not inquire, how far the practice

of filencing all , who laid claim to lucrative

employments, by places or penfions, ob

tained in the reign of King William . I

abhor bribery in all its fhapes, and condemn.

the minifter, who offers a bribe to any mem

ber of parliament to vote againſt his con-

fcience. If he offers the bribe to engage

him to vote according to his confcience, I

will not make an apology for him *. Of-.

fering bribes, in any cafe, is criminal in

its own nature ; nor can the end fanctify the

means. I do not vindicate that meaſure,

which was approved even by the auftere.

Cato, who thought it lawful to foil Cæfar

at his own weapons, and , in order to defeat

his wicked defigns, to offer a greater bribe,

than was offered by the tyrant +. But,

whatever danger may be conceived from.

the practice of making parliaments, or from

attempts of this kind, if it was intended

by the author of the Eftimate to fix the

æra of the commencement of this practice

at the Revolution, or to afcribe the origin

of it to King William III . he is altogether

miſtaken. It is true, the four princes of

the Houfe of Stewart were not fond of

Parliaments. They often endeavoured to

Eftimate, pag 114, 115.

+ Sueton. in Jul. Çæf.

go
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govern without them. But when they found

it neceffary to have recourſe to them, they

fpared neither coft nor intrigue, both to in

fluence the elections of members , and to

gain them to their meaſures after they were

elected ; and thus ufed great efforts to make

parliaments.
Did not Charles I try to

break the party that had been formed againſt

his meafures, by conferring honours and

lucrative offices on the chief men in the

oppofition ? In Charles II's reign, the

names and prices of the penfioners of the

Court were publicly known. Did not James

II. clofet members of parliament, and ufe

all forts of arts to gain a parliament to fa

vour his defigns ?

IT can ſcarce be imagined, the author

of the Eftimate could be ignorant of all

this. I will not fuppofe, that he intended

to afcribe the origin of the pernicious po

licy of attempting to make parliaments, to

the great King William .

IT is justice to put the most favourable

fenſe upon the words of a writer. If thoſe,

ufed by the author of the Eſtimate, are

capable of this fenfe, I will fuppofe he in

tended them in honour to King William,

and meant no more, than that whatever

endeavours had been formerly uſed to make

E 4
par
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parliaments, yet parliaments had never

atiually been made till the reign of King

William.* Thus much at leaſt muſt be

granted, if we will ufe the ungracious and

unconflitutional phrafe of making parlia

ments , That, during the four reigns pre

ceding the Revolution, parliaments could

feldom be made, and were therefore fo- of

* The Author of the Eftimate, in his fecond Vo

lame page 193 , gives an explanation of the Paflage

in the following words, " That the practice of mak

#4 ""

ing Parliaments was now, (that is in the reign of

" William the third) firft laid down as a neceflary

Principle of Government ; " and this, according to

him, 61 was the neceffary confequence of leffening the

Prerogative, where Parliaments were ſelfiſh But

this explanation would, perhaps, itſelf require an ad

dational remark. For this practice was not laid

down, either at that or any other time, by any open

and avowed declaration of any man or body of men.

And in fo far as it was refolved upon by any miniſter,

it was not , in this fenfe, firft laid down after the Re .

volution . It had been laid down by many minifters

in former periods. 'Tis true, that they laid down

othe rules, which have been difcontinuedfince the Re

volution . When they could not gain their end by the

citribution of places and of penfions, they made

ufe of arbitrary and violent means, which caufed great

diftractions in the nation. Yet it may charitably be

allowed, that few of our former minifters had recourfe

to thefe arbitrary methods, till they had tried the

her to the utmost of their power, and had found

themselves unfuccefsful thro the jealoufies of the peo

ple. If it is meant, that it muſt have been laid down

by tacit confent, and that fince the Revolution it was

ten

**
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ten haftily diffolved . During theſe reigns,

both the parliaments and the people enter

tainedjealoufies of their kings. Thoſe jea

loufies, for which their conduct had given

too much ground, put it out of their power

to make parliaments. It has only been fince

the Revolution, after the nation had ſecured

their rights in the moſt folid and ample

manner, andthere was no longer any appre

henfion of popery and arbitrary power, that

there has been fo good a correfpondence

between our princes and their parliaments,

IT is true, this good correfpondence has

often been afcribed to other caufes, that are

not fo honourable. Much has been faid of

bribery and corruption . He would defer

vedly be laughed at, who would not allow

that a great deal of it is true.deal of it is true. He is no a

good citizen who does not lament it fin

cerely. However, one may be a good ci

tizen, and yet think better of his country

more neceffary, and therefore more practifed, than for

merly ; neither can this be proved, till it is firft proved,

that under fuch a Government, as we have had fince

the Revolution, the nation either has been, or ought

to have been, as jealous of their princes ; or that the

meaſures ofthe Government have been, or ought to

have been, as unacceptable to the body of the people :

or that this government has been as unwilling, as the.

former, to abandon meaſures, which appeared gene

rally difagreeable.

men,E 5
053)
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men, than the author of the Eftimate. It

may be unpopular, perhaps, it may be rec

koned bold, to affert it ; but it is hoped,

it will be found to be true, That it is not in

the power of any miniftry, in the preſent

times, by the higheft offers, to bribe either

the reprefentatives or their conftituents to

part with the rights, and give up the con

ftitution, of their country . " A gift blind

" eth the wife, and perverteth the words of

the righteous *.* "3 Places and penfions

will have too much influence : yet we have

great reaſon to hope, that, if a trial were to

be made, a majority would be found to af

fert the dignity of our parliaments, and the

liberty of our people.

;

No doubt, we may often be too laviſh of

our money, and not fufficiently attentive to

the public interefts. Inftead ofgiving check

to rafh and forward minifters, who would

foolishly engage us in unneceffary quarrels

inftead of chaftifing indolent and pufilani

mous minifters, who neglect the honour of

their king and the fafety of their country ș

we may fometimes be luiled afleep, and mif

led by minifterial arts . But, notwithſtand

ing the effeminacy and venality of our times,

it is greatly to be hoped, that, upon equal

* Exodus xxiii . 8.

provo



OF NATIONAL DEBTS 83

provocation, both our parliaments and peo

ple would be as untractable as before the Re

volution ; that having been accuſtomed du

ring feventy years to fo glorious a liberty,

we would endure the greateſt hardships, ra

ther than part with it ; and thatthe pofter ty

ofthoſe heroes, who brought about the Re

volution, will not look either upon it, ór

upon the happy inftrument who fo greatly

conducted it, as the fource and origin oftheir

prefent corruption ; but will confider the

fettlement made at the Revolution as the

great charter of their freedom, and the he

roic prince who conducted it as raiſed up by

Providence for the good of mankind , and

the defence of injured nations.

IT is much in this light the ingenious Mr.

Hume has confidered the Prince of Orange,

and the eſtabliſhment at the Revolution.

For, tho no body will accufe him of being

prejudiced against the princes ofthe houſe of

Stewart, he allows, That the fluctuation.

and contest of the English government were,

during the four reigns preceding the Revo

lution, much too violent both for the repofe

and fafety of the people : That foreign af

fairs at that time were either entirely neglect

ed, or managed to pernicious purpofes :

That, in the domeftic adminiftration, there

was felt a continual fever, either fecret on

E 6 manifeft,
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manifeft, fometimes the moſt furious con

vulfions and diforders : That the Revolu

tion forms a new epoch in the conſtitution ,

and was attended with confequences much

more advantageous to the people, than the

barely freeing them from bad adminiftra

tion. And tho he fcruples to determine,

whetherwe in this iſland have ever fince the

Revolution enjoyed the best fyftem ofgovern

ment,he affirms in the ſtrongeſt manner, that

wehaveenjoyed the moſt entirefyftem ofliber

that ever was known amongst mankind *.

As to the Prince of Orange , who con

dЄtedthis great undertaking, tho our hifto

rian will not prefer his virtue to that of

Ariftides, Leonidas, Epaminondas, Pelo

pidas, Timoleon , the Catos, the Brutufes,

Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, and all the other

heroes, whofe virtues have been recorded in

the annals of hiftory, he has, however, erec

ted a very noble monument to his glory,

" The prince of Orange, he fays, through

" out his whole life, was peculiarly happy

" inthe fituation in which he was placed.

" He faved his own country from ruin . He

" reftored the liberty of theſe kingdoms

(Britain and Ireland . ) He fupported the

general independency of Europe. And

Hiftory ofGreat Britain, vol. II. pag. 443 .

ཡ thus
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thus- it will be difficult to find any per

" fon, whofe actions and conduct have con

" tributed more eminently to the general

" interefts of fociety and mankind *."

THUS our lateft Hiftorian, more than

fifty years after the death of this prince, has

contributed to render his memory and the

memory of the Revolution immortal.. In

truth, the Revolution, and the ſettlement of

the government that was made at that time,

was one of the beft conducted enterpriſes,

one ofthe most important events, one ofthe

moſt beneficent tranfactions, and, finally,

one of the moft folemn, deliberate, juft,

and prudent eſtabliſhments ofgovernment,

that perhaps ever happened in the world.

And, among all the great men, who have

been famous in later ages, it will be difficult

to name one, who had greater virtues and

fewer weaknefes than King William III .

BUT there is no unmixed happineſs on

earth. Every thing is attended with dif

advantages. Britons have been put to cont

fiderable expence to fupport the Revolution,

Nofooner had the happy change been made,

than we were obliged to defend what we
>

Hiftory of Great Britain, vol. II. pag. 42 , 421 .

had
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had fo bravely atchieved againft the power

of Lewis XIV . who would have reſtored :

King James. After the death of King Wil

liam, Lewis, contrary to the faith of trea

ties, acknowledged the Pretender to be

King of Britain. Such an outrageous af

front, offered to the King and kingdom,,

according to the accounts given to Mr.Vol

taire , effectually roufed the Britiſh nation

to arms, and kindled another war. Both

theſe wars were expenfive, and involved the

nation in debt but they were no leſs necef

fary for our fecurity againſt the power of

France, than for the fupport of the Revo

lution. The negligence and bad policy of

Charles II. had fuffered the ofFrance
power

to become dangerous to all Europe. Itwas

neceffary for Great Britain to enter into mea

fures withthe States on the continent, to curb

this exorbitant power. This put us to ex

pence. Nor muft we grudge neceffary ex

pence ofthis kind, till the formidable power

ofFrance fhall be broken, and that kingdom:

be broughtdownto the levelofthe neighbour.

ingnations. This might havebeen happily ae

compliſhed in the reign ofQueen Anne, had

the negotiations for peace been as wifely and

as nobly conducted , as the operations of the

* Le Siecle de Louis XIV. tome I. chap. 16..

war

1
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war had been magnanimous and fucceſsful.

C But, unfortunately, that opportunity was

loft. May the prefent be more wifely im

proved, and to the honour of his preſent Ma

jefty ! If the French do not yield to every

thing neceffary for our fafety, may he

humble the pride of France in a war by ſea,

that fhall be more glorious and fuccefsful,

L than any land-war under the greateſt of his

predeceffors !

ļ

•

+

!

1

•

If we reflect onthe ambitious fpirit of the

French Government for more than an hun

dred years paft, we need not wonder, that

we have been obliged to maintain expenfive

wars againſt fo enterpriſing a nation. Had

the Government avoided fuch wars altoge

ther to fave a prefent expence, had they re

mained ftupidly unconcerned about the inter

eft of their country and that of Europe, or

had they, like King Charles II . favoured

the ambition, and promoted the dangerous

defigns, of France ; they had acted both in

gloriouſly and unwifely . But their efforts,

notwithſtanding the narrow conceptions of

fuch as would debar us from intermeddling

in the affairs of the continent, muft tend

greatly to their honour. However, it is far

from myintention to enter into any queſtion

about particular engagements, or to affert,

that feveral unneceffary expences have not

4
been
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been incurred during our late wars againſt

France.

BESIDES the wars in which the nation has

been engaged againſt a foreign power, we

have been laid under the difagreeable necef

fity of defending our conftitution againſt the

difaffected at home, who have never been

able to overcome theprejudices of education,

and to diveft themſelves even ofthe moſt ri

diculous and abfurd principles which had

been taught them by their parents, or had

been the diftinguiſhing tenets of thoſe parties

in which they had been early engaged. It is

to theſe early prejudices, it is to miſtaken no

tions of loyalty, and ofthe reverence due

to government, and not to any wicked in

tention, one would wish to impute the oppo

fition that has been made to the Government

fince the Revolution. " As mere nonſenſe.

" as paffive obedience ſeemed (fays the noble

" author ofthe Characteriſtics) we found it

to be the common fenſe of a great party

among ourſelves, a greater party in Eu

" rope, and, perhaps, the greateſt part of

" all the world befide *." We need not

wonder, therefore, that fuch paffive prin

ciples, notwithſtanding all their abfurdities,

Efayupon the Freedom of Wit and Humour.

6:

***

fhould
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fhould have taken fo deep root, if we reflect

on the pains that were taken to propagate

them, during the reigns of four fucceffive

princes, who uſed their moſt ſtrenuous en

deavours to eſtabliſh this paffive fyftem , and

both ridiculed and perfecuted the patrons of

free
government

.

BUT, tho we can make allowances for the

weakneffes ofmankind, we cannot help con

demning their erroneous and dangerous fyf

tems of government. We cannot but be

forry, that they are ſo much deluded, and

that there are, among Britons, fome, who,

like the Cappadocians of old *, have refuf

ed

* Juftin . lib. xxxviii . cap. 2. His words are, " Sed

" Cappadoces, munas libertatis abnuentes, negant vi

66 vere gentem fine rege poffe."

Asthe Ancients had not a clear idea of a limited mo

narchy of the beſt kind, nor had ever ſeen fuch a go

vernment as the Britiſh, under King, Lords, and Com

mons, they looked upon the government of kings as

oppofite to a ſtate of liberty. Where kings are arbi

trary, or, as Juftin expreffes it (fpeaking of the moit

early kings, lib. i. cap. 1. ) " Populus nullis legibus

" tenebatur : arbitria principum pro legibus erant,"

the oppofition is moſt juft ; but where the king is li

mited, as in Great Britain, there is more liberty and

fecurity, than under any other kind of governmer.t

whatſoever. It can hardly indeed be denied, that an

aristocracy, or a democracy, where mankind are more

upon a level, is better calculated to encourage genius

and activity, than any monarchy whatſoever. But this

advan
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ed to be free, and account themfelves un

worthy ofthat liberty, which was fo brave

ly purchaſed at the Revolution . Nay, but

we willhave a king * , fay they, an abfolute,

uncontrouiable, irrefiftable king, and will be

advantage is more than counterbalanced by the danger

ous factions which naturally arife under fuch conflitu

tions. It may fafely be affirmed, that perfons of alk

degrees enjoy more liberty and fecurity under the Bri

tifh monarchy, than perfons ofthe fame rank enjoyed

under the Athenian, Roman, or anyother ofthe ancient

aristocracies or republics. For this reafon, the cele

brated Montefquieu, many ofwhofe principles concern

ing government are not only more jult and noble than

thofe of his countrymen, but worthy of a free mar ;,

and fhew. how well he understood, and how greatly he

admired the British conftirution ; hadgoodground in his

De l'Efprit des Loix, liv. xi. chap. 6. ) to lay, that Har

rington had fearched for liberty, after having over

looked it, andthat he had built Chalcedon, having the

coaft of Byzantium before his eyes. The plan formed

by Harrington is one of the best models of a republic,:

that was ever conceived. Could we fuppofe it once

fully established in a virtuous age and nation, it might

laft long, and feems to have few principles of diffolu

tion. But Harrington erred in imagining that fuch a

republic could have been either erected or preferved in

the age and nation for which it was projected . Such

aperfect republic requires a higher degree ofvirtue,than

is now to be found amongst any of the nations with

which we are acquainted. The limited monarchy of

Great Britain feems to bethe moft perfect government

ofwhich mankind are capable in the prefent condition

of theworld. Of Britain it may be faid, no less than

of Cappadocia, but much more to the honour of

Britain, " Viveregentem fine rege non poffe."

* Firſt Book of Samuel, chap . viii . ver. 11–20.

as
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as much enflaved as the French or any ofthe

neighbouring nations. In oppofition to all

fuch flavish refolutions, we will affert our

liberty and, as we muſt impute a confider

able part of our debts to the neceffity we

have been laid under of defending it againſt

the fecret plots, and open attacks of the dif

affected, we must look upon them as account

able for no fmall part of the expence ofthe

Governmentin fupport ofthe Revolution , not

withſtanding their loud complaints againſt

theſe very expences.

How fatally mistaken are thofe deluded.

afferters ofthe hereditary indefeaſible rights.

of kings, and of their abfolute, irrefiftable,,

uncontroulable power over their fubjects.

How ungenerous is it, as well as unjuſt and

contrary to good policy, in any of the peo

ple of Britain to rebel against the fettlement

made at the Revolution, or the family now

reigning a family which, without having

ufed any influence whatfoever to obtain the

crown, has been called, in a cafe of necef

fity, by the choice of the nation , to take

poffeffion of it, in order to defend the civil

and religious rights of the people of Great

Britain : a family,which fucceeds to theCrown

as the nearest heirs of our ancient princes,

after thejuft and necessary exclufion of the Po

pih line a family, which, during the space

of
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of forty years, fince its acceffion to the

throne, has governed entirely according to

law a family, under which this iſland has

been greatly enriched *, and which is now

fofirmly eſtabliſhed upon the throne.

GENEROUS men will be far from infulting

the misfortunes of any family whatever.

They will not rejoice in their calamities,

even when thefe calamities have been brought

upon them by their own mifmanagement.

They will disdain to aggravate their weak

neffes, or mifreprefent any of their defcen

dants. But, for the fake of truth, from the

love ofjuftice, from a regard to the dignity

ofour parliaments, and to the rights and li

berties ofthe people of Great Britain, they

must be fuffered to put the queftion, What

family would the difaffected in this iſland fet

up in oppofition to the juft and merciful

princes ofthe family on the throne ? Do not

the family, to which they are fo fatally de

voted, affert their abſolute, indefeaſible title

to our fubjection, independent on any choice,

or confent, or advantage of ours ? Do not

they affert, that they are accountable to

none but God and their priests, for the inju

ftice they may exerciſe towards their fubjects ?

Do not they maintain, that they ought not

* This fhall be proved afterwards,

to
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to be refiftedupon any pretence whatſoever ?

What more ample dominion could one lay

claim to over his cattle ? By their education

muſt they not have contracted an averfion

to Britiſh liberty, conceived high notions of

the abfolute power of kings, and learned an

abject fubmiffion to the maxims, and a deep

reverence forthe fuperftition, of thechurch of

Rome ? Inſtead of endeavouring to gain the

favour ofthe Britiſh nation, and recommend

themſelves to our regard, have they not cho

fen, even fince the rebellion in the year

1745, to be more cloſely connected than

formerly with the Pope and conclave, by

fuffering one of their fons to become a Car

dinal ? an inftance of bigotry, or contempt

of Britiſh Proteftants, fcarce to be paralleled,

and fuch an extraordinary piece of policy *

as can hardly be interpreted otherwiſe, than

as a fign of their deſpairing ever to make

good their claim to the Crown of Britain ;

or, ifthey can be fuppofed not to deſpair,

as bidding defiance to all Britiſh Proteſtants,

and declaring how much they defpife any

oppofition that can come from the British

According to the principles of an hereditary, in

defeable right of a family to a throne, and agreeably

to the forms of the Church of Rome, Cardinal Stewart

may be chofen Pope, and, upon the death ofhis father

and brother, and their heirs, may become heir to the

Crown of Great Britain.

nation.
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nation. This is the family the difaffected

would fet upon the throne. But what ought

not a brave and wife Proteftant nation to ex

pend in defending the Proteftant religion,

and the freedom oftheir government, againſt

the efforts of fuch a family ? Liberty can

never be bought too dear.

* This nation (fays a celebrated French author,

fpeaking of England) will love its liberty prodigiously,

becauſe this liberty will be real ; and it may happen,

that, to defend it, its people will facrifice their money,

their eaſe, their interefts ; that they will burden them

felves with taxes the moſt grievous, and fuch as a de

fpotic prince would never dare to impoſe upon his fub

jects. De l'Esprit des Loix, tome I. liv. 19. chap. 27.

PART
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PART III.

Of National Riches ; and of the

Riches of Great Britain.

****

SECT. I.

Of NATIONAL RICHES in general.

·A

Nation may be opulent and flouriſhing

at the fame time that public debts are

high. This will appear to be the condition

of Britain at prefent. It is capable of a

very clear proof, and is a fubject worthy of

our confideration.

IN our inquiries concerning wealth, it is

ufual to confider filver and gold as the moſt

fubftantial riches, as well as the moſt ne

ceffary means of procuring them : but nei

ther the one, nor the other, is true. Induf

try is the chief mean of acquiring riches :

It
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It is far more neceffary than filver or gold.

The moft fubftantial riches confift in the

abundance of thoſe things which are necef

fary for the ſupport and comfort of life.

Where theſe are in plenty, it is of little con

fequence what the money or the bullion is,

or whether there is any money or not.

Money ferves only for an eaſier exchange of

commodities, and to fix their various values

in proportion to one another. Inthis reſpect

it is useful. It may alſo be confidered as real

wealth; both becauſe the precious metals

have a certain intrinfic value, and becauſe

mankind have agreed to uſe them as a com

mon ftandard. But, compared with the

cattle, corn, and other commodities, money

is certainly a trifle * .

SUPPOSE each man in the nation had 3.1.

în caſh, and there were ten millions of peo

ple, we would have thirty millions of coin ;

a greater fum, perhaps, than is abfolutely

neceffary for our ommerce. Yet how

fmall a proportion do thirty millions bear

to the whole value of the lands, and

* Dr. Davenant, who wrote many pieces on Politi

cal Arithmetic in the end of the last century ; the

Bishop of Cloyne, in his Querift ; and Mr. Hume, in

his Political Difcourfes, agree in this opinion about

money.

all
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all the other wealth of Britain and Ire

land !

SUPPOSING, again, that, at any one point

of time, every man loft all the cafh in his

cuftody; how ſmall a part of their real fub

ſtance would be loft by the generality either

of the poor, or of the rich !

ONE cannot determine certainly concern.

ing the increaſe or decreaſe of riches merely

by the plenty of the circulating coin.

We must take into the account the paper,

and every thing which paffes currently in

commerce. Millions of coin may be ex

ported at particular times, either for war,

foreign fubfidies, or other kinds of foreign

fervice, or to pay for foreign commodities,

without the leaft danger of impoverishing

the nation. In the laft cafe, that of pur

chafing foreign commodities, we get goods

to the value, which, in the courſe of trade,

will bring back the money, and will often

bring it back with intereſt . But it muſt ever

be of ſmall confequence, whether we have

the money, or goods which will cauſe the

money to return . In the other cafes of war

or foreign ſervice, the money, 'tis true, does

not return ; but it will be only a ſmall part

of our money, and a much fmaller part of

our real fubftance, that will be exported in

F this
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this way. And, as it may be neceffary for

our fafety, fo a rich commercial nation may

be well able to afford this expence, and con

tinue rich and flouriſhing notwithſtanding.

SILVER and gold, which only repreſent

more ſubſtantial riches, are of a fluctuating

nature. It is not eafy, it ſeems even im

poffible, to trace their various motions, or

determine when they are in greateſt plenty

upon the whole. The moft fubftantial riches

are more viſible. We may conclude with

certainty, that the wealth of any country is

increaſed, when the number of the people

has increaſed ; when the fields and gardens

are better cultivated, and produce better

kinds, and a greater quantity of fruits ;

when the country breeds more numerous

ftores, and better kinds of cattle ; when the

houſes are more magnificent, and more rich

ly furnished ; when the people are better

cloathed, andtheir tables are more elegant ;

when their ware-houſes are filled with a more

valuable quantity of goods ; when the prices

of their lands, and moſt other commodi

ties, are raiſed ; when their manufactures

are increaſed ; when their commerce is more

widely extended ; and there is greater induf

try, than was known in former times. If

all theſe ſymptoms, or fuch of them as are

moft material, concur, the nation muſt cer

tainly
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tainly be increaſing in riches. In fuch cir

cumſtances the ſtate of the coin is but of

fmall moment. A nation, which, during

any particular period, has loft a million of

its filver and gold, but improved its lands,

and acquired valuable commodities to the

extent of ten millions, muſt be in a better

condition at the end of that period, than it

was at the beginning of it.

•

F 2
SECT
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SECT. II.

General Obfervations concerning the PRE

SENT OPULENCE of Great Britain.

Ta

O apply the obfervations, made in the

laft fection, to Great Britain in par

ticular : One may appeal to the moſt incon

teſtable accounts of paft times, and to ocu

lar demonſtration at prefent, Whether there

is not a remarkable increaſe of valuable im

provements, in agriculture and manufac

tures, fince the Revolution ?

Ir muſt be confeffed, that, during a few

years after the Revolution, before the go

vernment was fully eſtabliſhed , the wars,

which we were obliged to undertake againſt

France, lay heavy upon the nation . The

high taxes, which we were obliged to levy

for ſupporting thoſe wars ; the interruption

that was given to trade ; the loffes the nation

fuftained both by fea and land ; the high in

tereſt and high premiums, that were given

for ready money, before the Government

was reckoned fully fecure ; cauſed no ſmall

diſtreſs, perhaps for fome time made the

nation poorer. Undoubtedly they prevent

ed
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ed that increaſe of riches, which otherwife

would have been the natural confequence of

the fecurity and liberty gained by the Re

volution. Could we have been equally fe

cure, we would have been richer without

thoſe wars and taxes. But it is alſo true,

that, as the Government gained gradually

a greater firmneſs, as the great victories we

obtained over the French during the reign

of Queen Anne gave great fpirits to the na

tion, as the acceffion of the family of Hano

ver to the throne fecured the Government

and rendered the fettlement at the Revolu

tion complete ; fuch a perfect eſtabliſhment

of freedom and ſecurity has made trade and

riches flow in upon us in a greater propor

tion than formerly. This is evident from

the augmentation of fhipping, the lowne's

of intereft, the increaſe of rents, and the

high price of lands ; which the beſt calcula

tors have determined to be the fureft figns of

the increaſe of riches.

THERE cannot be a more unfufpected

witneſs in this matter, than Doctor Dave

nant, who publiſhed ſeveral effays upon the

trade of England in the end of the laſt cen

tury. This gentleman cannot be accuſed of

partiality to the Revolution, fince he endea

vours to fhew, that the riches and trade of

England were at the greateſt heighth in the

F 3
year
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1

year 1688, and that both had declined by

the expenfive wars and high taxes from the

Revolution to the peace of Ryfwick. Yet

if we confider the fymptoms he hath marked

of flouriſhing and declining nations, it will

be evident, that, according to his principles,

Britain has been greatly enriched fince the

peace of Ryfwick * . " A great number

of merchant-fhips, fays het, eſpecially

" a great royal fleet that can be readily man

" ned, numerous and coftly buildings, with

" rich furniture, great quantities of plate,

" rich apparel, great ftores of native ma

" nufactures and foreign commodities, are

" the true fymptoms of great wealth.".

" But--where a nation is impoverished by

" bad government, by an ill-managed trade,
66

or by any other circumſtance, the inter

" eft of money will be dear, and the pur

" chaſe of lands cheap ; the price of la

" bour and provifions will be low ; rents

" will every where fall ; lands will lie un

" tilled ; and farm-houfes will go to ruin.

" The yearly marriages and births will be

" leffened, and burials increaſed . The

" ftock of live cattle muft apparently di

" miniſh. Laftly, the inhabitants will by

degrees and in fome meaſure withdraw
66

* In the year 1697.

+ In his Difcourfe, " That foreign Trade is bene

" ficial to England. ”

" them

!
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" themſelves from fuch a declining coun

" try." Is this the prefent condition of

Britain ? Ifthis writer was now alive, would

he not acknowledge, that the ftate of Britain

is entirely the reverfe of what he moſt pru

dently forefaw would be the infallible con

fequence of a bad government, and ill-ma

naged trade ? As the appearances are all of a

contrary nature, he would fee with joy, that

Britain has been greatly enriched fince he

wrote his difcourfes .

MR.HUME, in his Political Difcourfe of

Intereft, confiders intereft of money as the

true barometer of the State, and its low

nefs as a fign almoft infallible of the flou

rifhing of a people . It proves, fays he, the

increale of induftry, and its prompt circula

tion through the whole State, little inferior

to a demonftration.

ACCORDING to the ingenious Biſhop of

Cloyne, the comfortable condition of the

Commons is one of the fureft marks of na

tional wealth. Whether, fays he, can a

people be called poor, where the common

people are well fed, cloathed, and lodged ?

Again, Whether it be not a good rule where

by to judge of the trade of any city, and

its uſefulneſs, to obferve whether there is a

circulation through the extremities, and whe

F 4 ther
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ther the people round about are buſy and

warm * ?

THESE authorities are of much greater

weight, than that of the author ofthe Three

Effays, who is continually crying Poverty.

Never, perhaps, was there a more extrava

gant affertion, than that which we find in

the third page, " That, if King William

" had conquered France, and given up every

" moveable thing in it to indemnify the peo

" ple of England, rich as that country then

" was, it would not have been fufficient to

" have paid our expences.
Nor would

" France, after ſuch devaſtation , have fared

" fo ill as England hath done."

IN oppofition to fuch extravagant affer

tions concerning the poverty of England,

it is maintained, in a late Effay upon the

National Debt and the National Capital †,

That the whole ftock of England, includ

ing the coin, the perfonal eftate of each in

dividual, and the whole value of the land,

has increaſed an hundred millions fterling,

during fixty years after the Revolution,

more than it had done during fixty years be-..

* The Querift, Queries 2d and 532d.

+ This Effay was publiſhed in 1750, by Andrew

Hooke, Efq.

fore2



OF NATIONAL RICHES. 105 .

fore it . In the year 1628 it was 333 mil

lions . In the year 1688 it was 616 millions.

Inthe year 1748 it amounted to 1000 mil

lions.

It is not, perhaps , fafe to warrant all the

principles and calculations, either of this

gentleman, or ofany other calculator in po

litical arithmetick . Such calculations can

ſcarce ever be exactly true, tho they are uſe

ful to direct our inquiries in theſe matters.

But Mr. Hooke has proceeded on very pro

bable grounds, and fufficiently proved, not

only that England is richer, but that it has

increaſed in riches, in a higher proportion

fince the Revolution, than it had done be

fore * ; and that the loud cry of poverty, as

the effect of wars and taxes, is wholly chi

merical.

WOULD it fatisfy thofe gentlemen, who

profefs fo fincerely to lament the misfortunes.

of their country, it will be confeſſed that

we have been far from profiting fo much,

as we might have done, by the Revolution.

Confidering how chearfully our princes go

into every fcheme, that is offered to them

* If we are not poorer by the Revolution, we are

great gainers upon the whole, as our liberty, and

the Proteftant religion have been more amply fe

cured.

F 5 by
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by their parliaments, and what attention is

given to the general fenfe of the nation ;

confidering the princely eftates, and ample

powers, and great influence of our nobility

and gentry, with the freedom and ſecurity of

our Commons ; it might have been expected,

we should have been both richer and more

powerful, than we are. We are neither fo

eafy at home, nor fo revered abroad, as our

advantages ought to have rendered us. This

is owing to the keenneſs of our factions, and

to a too general want of virtue. But after

making juft conceffions on the one fide, it

ought to be granted onthe other, that, not

withſtanding all mifmanagements and weak

neffes, we ftill remain a rich, a great, and

a powerful people.

SECT.
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SECT. III.

Ofthe Riches of NORTH BRITAIN.

IN

N a ſmaller nation, where good agricul

ture and manufactures have been lately

introduced, improvements will be more

fenfible, than in a kingdom of greater ex

tent, more populous, and where good agri

culture and an extenfive commerce have

been of longer ftanding. For this reafon,

tho England is much richer than Scotland,

and the improvements of the Engliſh much

greater, the improvements in Scotland may

be more ſtriking and fenfible.

IN inquiring into the ftate of Scotland,

we fhall find fo clear an evidence of increa

fing riches as can ſcarce be refifted . Never

theleſs many in Scotland make loud com

plaints of poverty, and infift on feveral phæ

nomena as infallible fymptoms ofdecay. We

are able to explain theſe phænomena, and to

fhew that they are perfectly confiftent with

an increaſing opulence. Whence we have

the ftrongest prefumption, that appearances

ofthe fame kind cannot be inconfiftent with

an increaſe of riches in England : it will be

proper, therefore, to make fome obfervations

on the ſtate of Scotland, not only as it is a

F 6
part
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part of Great Britain, but as they will be

ufeful for illuftrating the ſtate of England.

THAT the fields and gardens in North

Britain are better cultivated, and that the

country produces greater ftores of corn and

cattle, can be conteſted by no man in his

fenfes.

THE prices oflands are raifed from fifteen

orfixteen to at least twenty-three years pur

chaſe. The rents of eftates and of houſes, and

the prices of moſt other things, are alfo

greatly increaſed . This can as little be dif

puted.

As the Scots have more inftruments and

utenfils of all kinds than formerly, fo they

have many more artiſans and manufacturers.

They work much more in wood, in iron,

copper, and other metals. Nor can any one

be ignorant, that their manufactures of

cloth are prodigiously augmented. Thus

both their commodities, and the prices of

them, are fenfibly increaſed ; which, accord

ing to an indiſputed maxim, is a fure ſign of

greater wealth.

THEIR fhipping and commerce is moſt

vifibly increaſed. If in fome few places we

fee fewer fhips and lefs trade, this is much

more
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more than compenſated by the great increaſe

oftrade in other places upon their coafts.

IF filver and gold were to be accounted the

moſt ſolid treaſure, what vaft additions have

they got fince the Revolution ? Some fami

lies perhaps have changed their antique plate

for china ware : but what a trifle is this to

the additional plate throughout the king

dom ! How few families of any tolerable

rank want a decent quantity of plate ? How

few had any at the Revolution ?

Afuperior induftry is the cauſe of this fu

perior wealth. Before the Revolution there

were few manufacturers or artifans. Agri

culture and gardening were in a very low

ftate. The farmers did little more than till

and fow their fields late in the ſpring, and

reap them late in autumn . They were idle

both in fummer and in winter. Since that

time there is a great addition of artiſans and

manufacturers ; and in many places the

farmers are employed throughout the whole

year. There are still many juft complaints

of idleness . The Scots have not equalled

the Engliſh in induftry. But a tafte forim

provements in manufactures and agriculture,

and an inclination to induftry, is gaining

ground every day in Scotland,

INDUSTRY,
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INDUSTRY, indeed, is the great fource of

wealth. It avails much more, than filver

and gold, or the greateſt natural riches.

Tho a country be bleffed with a foil capable

ofproducing the fineft crops and of feeding

numerous ftores of cattle ; tho there is plen

ty of natural wood and rich mines ; thoits

feas, lakes, and rivers abound with fiſhes,

and there are fafe and convenient harbours :

amidſt all theſe natural advantages, it may

have few inhabitants, and theſe few may be

ill provided for. " Dii omnia vendunt la

" boribus." Without labour a nation may

ftarve in the midſt of plenty. Without la

bour every thing muft languiſh.

THIS labour is laid out in cultivating the

foil, in working in the mines, in fiſhing in

the feas and rivers, in procuring materials

for manufacture at home or abroad, in ma

nufacturing thoſe materials, in exporting the

overplus, after our own neceffities are fup

plied. Theſe materials, either in their na

tural ftate, or manufactured, become riches

to the country. If fpent at home, they

make greater numbers live more comfort

ably ; if carried abroad and exchanged for

foreign commodities, bullion or coin, in the

courſe of trade, they make an addition to the

national ſtock. Not only the original prices

of all materials, which the country produces,

but

1
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but the price of that labour, which is be

ſtowed on manufacturing and exporting

them ; not only the wages of all the work

ing hands, but the wages of clerks, fuper

cargoes, and all others who are in any man

ner neceffary for the merchant, become an

additional fund of wealth, and encreaſe the

price to foreigners. The price of labour is

often much greater, than that of the original

materials. Induſtry has a thouſand methods,

by which it adds to the wealth of nations.

It is not poffible to eſtimate preciſely,how

much the Scots have got by their fuperior

induſtry. But it is eafy to fee, that they

muſt have got a great deal. The labour of

one employed in agriculture may be eſtimat

ed exactly, by knowing the rent of the land,

the neceffary charges of maintaining the la

bourer, theprice ofthematerials andtoolsem

ployed in the labour, the price ofkeeping the

tools in repair, and the price ofthe produce.

The labour ofa farmer's fervant throughout

the year muft maintain the fervant himſelf,

yield him a little at theend of the year, help

to pay the farmer's rent, maintain fuch of

his family as do not labour, and likewife en

able the farmer to lay up a little for his chil

dren . At this rate, it is very valuable . The

labour ofartifans and manufacturers muft be

computed at more, as a greater expence is

neceffary to prepare them for their employ

I ment.
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ment. But, without pretending to the great

eftexactness , let us fuppofe every one's labour

at a medium to be worth only nine-pence

a day, (which can ſcarce be thought too

high, fince many ofour artifans and labour

ers gain a fhilling to themſelves, befides the

profit they bring to thoſe that employ them)

and computing the number of land - labour

ers, artifans, and manufacturers ofall kinds,

above the number at the Revolution, to be

100,000 * , who work 300 days ofthe 365,

a number which will not perhaps be thought

toohigh, ifwe confider how much more la

bour is employed in agriculture and manu

factures, than formerly : by this computa

tion, the value of one year's induſtry will

amount to the fum of 1,125,000 1. above

what it was at the Revolution. Whether

theſe calculations are perfectly exact or not,

whoever confiders things in this light, will

fee a vaſt ſource of wealth : computing the

people of Scotland at a million, if they got

fo great afumyearly, it would give twenty

two fhillings and fix pence fterling of addi

tional wealth to every perfon in the king

dom.

* Tho it ſhould be granted, that there were as many

hands employed in agriculture before the Revolution,

as are at prefent, it is certain there was muchlefs labour,

fince of thofe hands were idle during a great partmany

ofthe year.

IT
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IT will be worth while to confider the

progrefs of induſtry, and to trace out the

order, in which it produces its happy effects.

This will throw a new light upon the fubject

of our inquiry. Notwithſtanding the infta

bility ofhuman affairs, the ſame ſet ofman

ners may be long preferved, and a country

accuſtomed to idlenefs and rapine may con

tinue long poor and uncultivated. If a fpi

rit of induſtry is once raiſed, and continues

to grow, its firft effect is to add to the

ftock, and increaſe the riches ofthe country,

which, without foreign conquefts, can be

done only by increaſe oflabour. After this,

it gradually increaſes the number ofthe peo

ple, by furniſhing better means of fubfift

ance, and by encouraging marriage. But

in fuch a country as Scotland, whither few

foreigners refort, it multiplies the people .

much more flowly, than the riches. The

wealth of fuch a nation will be much fooner

doubled, than its inhabitants. Nay, a very

great increaſe of riches, by increaſing luxury,

may prove a hindrance to marriages, and

may prevent a proportionable augmentation

of people. Agreeably to fuch principles, it

feems evident from ocular infpection , that

theriches ofScotland are more increaſed than

the people. Whence it follows neceffarily,

that Scotland is not only richer, but richer

in proportion to its inhabitants. From which

another
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another conclufion is eafily drawn, that,

fince North Britain has a greater ſtock of

proviſions and commodities in proportion to

the people, and theſe commodities do not

perifh, the Scots muft export more, and

have a greater foreign trade, than they had

in former times.

THUS all the different means of proof

concur in eſtabliſhing his conclufion, That

Scotland is much richer than it was at the

Revolution, by the increaſe of agriculture,

manufactures, and trade.

SECT.
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SECT. IV.

Objections to what has been afferted concern

ing the increase of RICHES in NORTH

BRITAIN confidered.

Notwithſtan
ding the

arguments for

proving that Scotland is much richer,

than before the Revolution, fuch is the force

ofprejudice, that many in Scotland cannot

be convinced of it . They will grant, indeed,

what many among the Engliſh deny,

that England has gained greatly by the union

ofthe two kingdoms, but contend earneſtly,

that Scotland has been undone by it. The

cafe is far otherwife. Both England and

Scotland have gained greatly : England, by

a more perfect peace and fecurity ; fo that,

having nothing to fear in regard to thoſe

parts that lye neareſt to Scotland, it can with

fafety cultivate them to great advantage :

Scotland, by a ſhare of the Engliſh trade, by

a more fpeedy propagation of the Engliſh

ſpirit for agriculture and manufactures, and

by the happy progrefs, that has been made

towards a complete reſcue of the commons.

from that flaviſh dependance which was for

merly fo common, and ftill prevails too

much, in North Britain .

I

IN
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In truth, the Scots have loft nothing,

that can be called ſubſtantial. They have

loft, indeed, what every nation, which is

united to a greater, muft lofe, even when

the union is abfolutely neceffary for the pro

fperity ofthe ſmaller one, and has been efta

bliſhed upon terms greatly to its advantage.

The Scots cannot expect to have the intire

management of affairs upon the north fide of

Tweed. They have loft the name of inde

pendance. Two or three of their old pala

ces may poffibly decay. It would be ludi

crous to infift upon the want of the fplendid

proceffion of their nobility and gentry, and

upon the brilliancy of a court, during the

feffions ofthe Scotch parliament. Neither is

the greater confumption, which was occa

fioned by thoſe feffions, and which, by the

bye, even in thofe days, was but a trifle to

Scotland in general, of much greater import

ance. To compenfate thefe trifling loffes

they have obtained fubftantial advantages.

In place ofa Scotch, their affairs are underthe

direction of a British parliament : an affem

bly which is much better conftituted , has

much more authority, and is more able to

provide for the general intereft of Britain,

than the Scotch parliament could do for that

of Scotland. In place of empty titles and an

infignificant pomp, they have acquired the

more
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more folid bleffings of fecurity, liberty, and

riches.

A great clamour has fometimes been raif

ed about the declining ſtate of Edinburgh,

the ancient metropolis of the kingdom . No

doubt, this city, having formerly been the

feat ofgovernment, may be ſuppoſed to have

fuffered more in proportion by the Union

than moſt others ; yet, if we confider the

buildings that have been raiſed, and the im

provements that have been made in the

houſes within the city, the houſes, ſtreets ,

gardens, and other improvements in the

neighbourhood, the greater quantity of la

bour and manufactures of various kinds, and

the greater ftores of all forts of goods for

merchandize ; we will eaſily fee upon what

inſufficient grounds fuch a cry has been raif

ed and fupported.

BUT, ifNorth Britain is become fo much

richer, whence is it, it will be faid, that we

fee fo many beggars and poor people ?

Whence is it, that more merchants become

inſolvent, and more landed gentlemen fell

their eftates, than before the Revolution ?

Whence is it, that merchants deal lefs in lend

ingthan formerly, and that many farmers are

pinched to pay their rents, whoſe predecef

fors could lay out money at intereft ? Nay,

whence
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whence is it, that the number of the people

is leffened, and that we ſee ſo many places in

this part of the iſland, that were formerly

peopled, now almoſt defolate, without

houfes or inhabitants ? Are not theſe fymp

toms of a declining ftate ? Neither is it dif

ficult, according to fuch calculators, to ac

count for this poverty, fince fo much money

is yearly carried out ofthe country by the no

bility and gentry, who fpend their eftates in

England ; and fince luxury increaſes fo faft,

as muſt not only render Scotland fo poor,

but end in a fpeedy and univerfal ruin.

Theſe things are loudly complained of, not

only by the difaffected, but alfo by many

fincere, tho timorous, friends of the Govern

ment.

Ir will be eafy to account for every one

ofthoſe phænomena, which is real, notwith

ftanding the increaſe of riches ; nay, to ſhew,

that fuch appearances may be a natural con

fequence of that very increaſe. Speculations

of this kind are not diſagreeable, and illuf

trate the nature and effects of induſtry and

commerce.

ONE thing is of the greateſt importance

in this argument ; nay, the whole reaſoning

may be faid to depend upon it, " Whether

" the number of the people is decreaſing. "

When-
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1:

Whenevera country is lofing its inhabitants,

this is a most dangerous fymptom. It is

true, in a nation confifting of more than a

million, we may very well fuppofe, there

may be ten thouſand, that are entirely idle

and uſeleſs . We may ſuppoſe them inca

pable either of adding to the riches of a

country by their induſtry, or of defending it

by their counfels or arms. Theſe idle hands

may be a burden on the uſeful and induftri

ous. They may be good for nothing but

confumingthe produce of the country. Such

perfons may be ſpared, and the country be

better without them. Being freed from the

load and expence of maintaining them , the

reft of the people will be richer and more able

to carry on trade and manufactures. A State

can never be richer or ftronger by any but

ufeful hands. However, as juftice, huma

nity, and charity, oblige every nation to

maintain many ufelefs perfons ; as it is im

poffible to make the diftinction, and export

only the ufelefs ; it muſt be a bad fymptom

in general, when the number ofthe people is

diminiſhed.

In a nation where there is a greater ſtock

of corn, of cattle, and of all forts of com

modities, than formerly, if at the fame time

the prices of thofe goods, inftead of being

diminiſhed, are increaſed, there muſt be more

buyers .
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buyers . If it were otherwiſe, the prices would

fall . Again, if there are more buyers, ei

ther there muſt be more people in the nation

for home confumption ; or, if there is not,

there muſt be a greater export and foreign

trade ; upon which fuppofition the nation

muſt be richer. Which was to be proved.

BUT, in truth, as the nation muſt be

richer, we may alſo conclude, that the num

ber ofthe people will not be diminiſhed . A

greater foreign trade does not commonlycauſe

the people to decreaſe. Exceffive luxury, the

confequence of great riches, may ſometimes

have this effect ; but luxury has not arrived

at this fo fatal heighth in North Britain. It

is only when luxury hinders the people from

marrying, waſtes their health, or renders

marriage barren, that it becomes fo baleful.

In other refpects, it tends to increaſe. Ifthe

luxury ofgreat people requires fuch a num

ber of unmarried fervants as puts a ſtop to

uſeful labour, it must leffen the number of

inhabitants . But, as more work is daily go

ingon in North Britain, and the number of

labourers, artiſans and manufacturers, is in

creafing, if the number of idle hands is alfo

augmented by the luxury of the Great, the

number of thoſe in the inferior ranks cannot

be diminiſhed. Again, as the commons are

far from being able to live in luxury, tho

their
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구

-
their condition is evidently better, their bet

ter circumftances, inſtead of preventing, will

rather encourage, marriages ; and, as to

thoſe in higher life, tho luxury will have a

pernicious effect in other refpects, yet, their

number bearing but a fmall proportion to

that of the whole people, the effects of the

luxury of the Great, in diminishing the ,

number of the whole people, will ſcarce be

obfervable.

1

SUPPOSING it , therefore, to be certain,

from the greater quantity of labour that is

carried on, and from the more eaſy circum

ftances ofthe commons, that the number of

the people in Scotland is not diminiſhed, it

will not be difficult to account for all thoſe

appearances, which the Difcontented infift

upon as infallible proofs of a declining con

dition.

FOR, 1. tho the people have not been

diminiſhed fince the union ofthe two king

doms, yet, in feveral places of Scotland, a

cuſtom has been introduced of uniting two

orthree ſmaller farms into one. Several cot

tagers in particular places have been removed,

having been thought idle, and rather a lofs,

than an advantage, to the neighbourhood .

In other places, fome arable grounds have

been turned into pafturing fields , which re

G quire
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quire fewer hands to cultivate them. In

fome cafes, greater wealth and commerce

draw fome from more barren to more culti

vated and populous places, from the coun

try to towns, and from the northern to the

fouthern parts of Scotland. By thefe alte

rations, there are fewer people in ſome pa

rifhes, than formerly. Yet this deficiency

is more than made up by the greater num

bers of merchants, fhop keepers, artiſans,

and manufacturers in towns and greater vil

lages. Thither do the cottagers and land

labourers refort, when they leave their for

mer habitations. Several towns may be

named, whofe inhabitants are greatly in

creafed even fince the rebellion in 1745.

At the fame time, I am far from applaud

ingthe fpirit, from which many of theſe al

terations may be fuppofed to proceed . It

may be laudable at fome times ; it

may be nolefs profitable for the Public, than

for the landed gentleman, to turn ſome ſmall

farms into one, and fome arable into paf->

turing grounds . But this humour may ea

fily go to an extreme : perhaps in fome pla

ces it has gone too far already. If theſe

changes are made, without any regard tothe

former poffeffors of thefe farms ; ifit is not

confidered, by what other means theſe poor

families, thus driven from their former ha

bitations,
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"

bitations, can be fupported ; if fuch altera

tions are not made gradually ; tho they may

be legal, or agreeable to rigid juftice, they

are, intheir own nature, barbarous and un

human, and betray a felfifh and unmerciful

difpofition .

Ir may be doubted, whether thefe

cruel landlords truly confult, either their

own, or the public intereft ; at least, whether

many improvements of this nature are folid,

and may be expected to be laſting. But be

this as it will , and tho it fhould be found

true, that increaſing the extent of many

particular farms yet farther, and throwing

even a greater proportion of our arable into

pafturing fields, would not only enrich the

proprietor, but the Public ; yet as high

prices of grain bear too hard upon the labo

rious part of the nation ; as turning multi

tudes of labouring families out of their pof

feffions, when they have not the means of

fupporting themfelves by labour in fome.

other honeſt way, muft certainly diminiſh.

the number of the people ; as in the multi

tude ofthe people is the king's honour, and

inthe want ofthem is the deftruction ofthe

prince *, all meaſures, which tend either to

*Proverbs xiv. 28.

G2
cruelty
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cruelty or depopulation, ought carefully to

be prevented *.

2. IN fo far as poverty flows from ſloth

and idleness, it is natural to conceive, that,

in a greater number of people, there fhould

be proportionably a greater number of beg

gars.

3. As the expences of living increaſe, and

luxury prevails , which has truly been the

cafe fince the Revolution, and will generally

be the cafe when nations grow richer, the

fame quantity ofmoney will not go ſo far as

formerly. Confequently, if men gain no

thing by induftry, but live upon rents,

which either are diminiſhed, as has happen

ed to thoſe who live on the intereft ofmoney ;

or which are not increaſed, or do not in

creaſe, in proportion to the additional expen

ces of living ; all fuch people muft become

poorer, notwithſtanding thegeneral increaſe of

riches. Now there is always a confiderable

number ofperfons, who are fupported in this

manner.

See Sir Thomas More, the first book ofhis Utopia,

and Lord Verulam, in his Hiſtory of Henry VII. con

cerning the dangers which may arife from turning arable

into pafturing grounds.

4. WHEN
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4. WHEN trade is increafing, and a na

tion is enriched by it, this proves a ſtrong

temptation to many to launch out into too

extenfive fchemes, and to venture farther

than their ſtocks will bear. And, as unlucky

adventures must often happen, this mult

neceffarily give occafion to more frequent

bankruptcies, than will happen in poorer

countries where there is little trade. In poor

countries there will be but few and fmall

debts ; for little credit will be given. In

general, therefore, as more people deal in

trade, there will be more frequent bankrupt

cies ; and, as the trade is greater, they will

be for greater fums. Yet this trade will en

rich the country, and thefe bankruptcies will

be oflittle detriment upon the whole.

5. THO the increaſe of induſtry may

greatly augment, and has actually augment

ed, the value and rents ofthe lands in Scot

land ; yet the lower and middling ranks, the

richer merchants, and other gentlemen who

do not live upon rents, but by induſtry, will

become fooner eafy, and acquire the moſt

early ſhare of the increafing wealth . Such

people are generally moft frugal, and moſt

attentive to gain. They have neither fo

keen a tafte, nor fo much time for expence

and luxury, as landed gentlemen, or fuch as

have nothing to do but to purſue their di

G 3 verſions,
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verfions. Gentlemen in this condition are

commonly moſt expenſive at all times . In

times of greater riches, they are provoked

to greater expence by the general taſte of the

nation, and by feeing merchants and others,

whom they reckon their inferiors, approach

ing nearer them in their genteeler me

thod of living. Meanwhile, tho their

sents are raiſed, they are not raiſed fo early

as they begin to increafe their expence, or in

proportion to their tafte for luxury. Hence,

in an opulent commercial nation, a great

many of the ancient nobility and gentry will

at fome times be obferved to grow poorer,

and will at laſt be obliged to part with their

great eftates to thoſe induſtrious lawyers,

phyficians, merchants, and others, who

have been more frugal. We need not,

therefore, be ſurpriſed, that, when riches in

creaſe, there are many poor people in a na

tion. The maxim will hold in general, That,

where there are many rich, there will alſo be

many poor.

WHY, therefore, fhould the writer ofthe

Three Effays lament fo heavily, that the

halcyon days, which were feventy years ago,

are miferably changed ; and that his friend's.

eftate of 900l. a year cannot now gofo far,

* Page 33.

as
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as it could have gone in the days ofhis grand

father ? The writer would impute this dif

ference to high taxes ; but he ought to im

pute the greateſt part of it to the increaſe of

riches. If any gentleman is indolent in not

improving his eftate when he has good op

portunities, what can be expected, but that

The fhould grow poorer, as the nation in

creaſes in riches ? This is the natural order

of things . It would, furely, be too much

for the nation, out ofcomplaifance to an in

active fquire, to put a stop to its induftry

and trade: The eftate, which in the Three

Effays is faid to be much lefs confiderable

than it was ſeventy years ago, is fuppofed to

lie in England. The gentlemen of that

kingdom, no doubt, deferve great regard

but a greater regard ftill is due to the whoe

body of the people. The commons, con

fifting of merchants, farmers, and artiſans,

are indeed theglory of England. The riches

of thefe inferior ranks of men, depending on.

their freedom and induſtry, according to Mr..

Hume *, give the advantage to England.

above any nation at prefent in the world, or

that appears in the records of any ſtory.

Scotland has not hitherto had the happiness

to have fuch wealthy and independent com

However, in its preſent condition ,
mons.

In his Political Difcourfe of Commerce.

G.4. it
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it is evident, that the fame fum of money

cannot go fo far as formerly, and that thofe,

who have made no addition to their eftates,

muſt appear poorer than in ancient times .

6. WHEN there is much money to be

lent by private hands, this is far from being

a fure fign of the increaſe of riches. To

form a certain conclufion, one ought to at

tend to many different circumftances . Ifthere

are many frugal people, who ſpend lefs

than they have, tho they have but little,

what little they can fpare they will be wil

ling to place out at intereft, provided they

cannot difpofe of it to better advantage. This

mut have been the cafe before the Revo

lution, fuppofing the fact to be true. But

after the union of the two kingdoms, when

by commerce with England better methods

of agriculture and manufacturing were dif

covered, and new fources of trade were

opened, as the induſtrious part of the nation

became richer, inſtead of placing out their

money at intereft, they often improved their

grounds, purchaſed a better ftock of cattle,

enlarged their manufactures, or extended

their trade. This turned to better account,

but difabled them from lending . Where

there is a great deal of money to be lent, and

the lenders are fuch as live on their rents,

without induſtry or bufinefs ; thisfhews, that

theſe

0
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theſe perfons live within their income. This

is happy for their families, and often pro

fitable for the Public ; tho cafes may be put,

in which ſpending their whole rents, which

would prevent lending, may turn out more

to the benefit of the country. If, notwith

ſtanding an increaſing trade, and an opulent

mannerof living, the merchant can afford to

makepurchaſes,or place out money at intereft,

this is indeed a fign of immenfe wealth. At

other times lending money may be a bad

fign, and only ſhew that the merchant does

not know how to turn his money to greater

advantage in the way oftrade. Thus it is

eaſy to ſolve thoſe appearances, which are ſo

frightful to fome unfortunate people, who

can never diſcern the profperity oftheir coun

try .

It will be full as eaſy to make it appear,

that, tho a confiderable fum is yearly car

ried to England by the nobility and gentry,

this does by no means exhauft the country ;

nor will the argument from this topic anſwer

the purpoſes of thoſe, who raiſe ſo loud a

-clamour on this head.

IT is true, ever fincethe union of the two

crowns in the perfon of James VI. of Scot

land, many ofthe Scotch nobility and gen

G 5 try
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try have been in uſe to ſpend ſome part of

their rents in England. It is alfo true, that

more money has been carried to England fince

theunion of the two kingdoms than formerly.

It is confeffed, this is a difadvantage in fome

refpects if 50,000l . fterling be carried to

England yearly, this is much the fame, as if

the Scots owed the Engliſh the capital of a

million, computing the intereft at five per

cent. So much are the national riches dimi

nifhed. The Scotch nobility and gentry

cannot bevindicated, if, without any real ne

ceffity or just reaſon, they live too much in

England, and will not refide at the fine feats

of their anceſtors even in fummer or autumn.

There is certainly a greatness and generofity

in not abandoning our friends or our coun

try whenthey are poor. Whatever can be

justly conftrued into a contempt of either of

them must be highly criminal. But, after

all, great latitude must be allowed in cafes.

of this nature. Men are not bound by any

tie to live in any particular place, merely to

keep money in that fpot of the earth . One

need not wonder, that there fhould be fo

great a refort to London : fo large and opu

lent a city muft furniſh buſineſs and enter

tainment, tofuit various difpofitions, and to

allure multitudes from every quarter. The

fame attracting force may be obferved in the

large
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large capitals of every other country * . No

wonder therefore, that men of rank in Scot

land fhould incline to ſpend ſome part oftheir

time in fuch a metropolis.

WITHOUT inquiring, whether a very

large capital is more advantageous, or dif

advantageous to a nation ; whether the capi

tal of Great Britain is not like a head too

large for the body ; or, whether Scotchmen

areor are not to be blamed forliving fo much

at London ; it is evident that North Britain

is not impoverished by their refort to the ca-

pital ; but, on the contrary, is daily increaf

ing in riches ; and that the Scots nobility and

gentry carry away only a part of their in

creafed rents. This, if it were neceflary,

might be illuftrated by a particular compu

tation but without any calculation, it is ap

* Afpice agedum hanc frequentiam, cui vix urbis

immenfæ tecta fufficiunt. Ex municipiis et coloniis

fuis, ex toto denique orbe terrarum confluxerunt.

Alios adducit ambitio, alios neceffitas officii publici,

alios impofita legatio, alios luxuria, opulentum et op

portunum vitiis locum quærens : alios liberalium ftu

diorum cupiditas, alios fpectacula : quofdam traxit

amicitia, quofdam induftria, latam oftendendæ virtuti

nacta materiam : quidam venalem formam attulerunt,

quidam venalem eloquentiam. Nullum non hominum

genus concurrit inurbem, et virtutibus et vitiis magna-

præmia ponentem.

Senec. in Confolat. ad Helviam, cap. vi.

G. 6
parent
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parent, that the rents in North Britain

having been raiſed, in fome places to double,

in others to a half, a third, or a fourth,

more than before the union, and being

fcarce diminiſhed any where, the addition

made to the rents must be greater than any

fum, which the nobility and gentry can be

fuppofed to ſpend in England. From which

it mayjustly be concluded, that, fince the

union, Scotland has gained in the rents of

lands and houſes, as well as in trade andma

nufactures, and that not a peny of the an

cient rent is ſpent in England.

THE only remaining objection to the affer

tion, that Scotland is enriched fince the

union, is taken from the luxury, that has

prevailed fince that period, and is faid ftill

to be increaſing. But of all objections this

is certainly the weakeft. In truth, it proves

the contrary to that, which it is brought to

eftabliſh. Nothing can be more inconfiftent,

than, with the author ofthe Three Effays *,

to complain of the ſcarcity of gold and fil

ver, ofthe decay of trade and manufactures,

and of the flow progrefs of agriculture, and

at the fame time, of the increaſe of luxury

and expence of living . This writer, indeed,

confeffes, that one would fcarcely believe

Page 19.

8 fuch
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fuch a conjunction could happen . What may

be believed, I fhall not pretend to fay : fome

people believe very odly ; but, whatever this

writer or any one elfe may believe, one may

venture to affirm , that fuch a conjunction in

any nation is abfolutely impoffible.

GREAT complaints are made of luxury ;

and made moſt deſervedly. But, in truth,

the increaſe of luxury in any nation is an in

fallible teftimony of the increaſe of wealth.

An individual may be worth 5000 1. per

annum, and ſpend only a fingle thoufand.

He may augment his eftate without aug

menting his expences. But this ought ne

ver to be fuppofed of a whole people. Ifa

nation become generally richer, the bulk of

the people will incline to increaſe their ex

pences. Landed gentlemen in general are

too much diſpoſed at all times to go beyond

their incomes, and encumber their eftates.

But, iftheir rents increaſe, their temptations .

to live higher will prove ſtronger. Even the

induſtrious part of the people will add fome

thing to their former expences, when they

are better able to afford it. If, on the con

trary, they do not grow richer, this cannot

be fuppofed of the generality. If luxury is

on the growing hand, riches muſt be in

creaſed in proportion . There is only one

exception to this political maxim. For, if

a na
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a nation is indebted to foreigners for the

means of ſupporting its luxury ; if foreign

ers have a juft demand upon it for fums

equal to the additional expences above thoſe

of former times ; it is certainly poorer.What

is due to foreigners must always be fubtract

ed from the national riches. And, if any ,

nation ſpend more than it really has, it muſt

become poorer, and prove bankrupt at laft.

But how little can either South or North

Britain be fuppofed to owe to foreign mer

chants ! I do not ſpeak of the public debt ;

this fhall be inquired into afterwards : I

only confider the debts of private perſons.

Now, the balance of what Scotch merchants

owe to foreign nations above what foreign

ers owe to them at any particular time, muft

certainly be very fmall, compared with the

whole riches of the nation. Nay, the ba

lance may be fuppofed to be often on the

fide of Scotland. Other debts, which the

Scots owe to one another, are of no confe

quence in the prefent argument, and do not

affect the common riches of the nation.

#

WHAT abfurd and ridiculous notions are

we apt to conceive concerning luxury ! In

one ſenſe, almoft every thing may be reckon

ed luxury. In another, there is much leſs

than is commonly believed. Defining lu

xury to be a too elegant or refined, or a too

fump
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fumptuous, method of living, in a moral

fenfe it is always bad ; for it is a great cor

supter both of mens genius and virtue. In

a political fenfe, it is alfo bad, as, upon the

whole, it renders a people weak in confe

quence of their vices. God forbid, that I

fhould endeavour to leffen the horrors,which

wife and good men have moft justly con

ceived of it, or that I fhould not prefer the

innocence and virtue ofa nation to its riches.

Not only ought a virtuous man to deteft

luxury, but, abftracting from morals, a

found politician, who confiders only the

ftrength of nations, ought to paſs the very

Lame judgment. For virtue, by rendering

a people more honeft and valiant, makes

them ftronger either for attack, or for de

fence ; though it does not always render

them opulent. It is only a high degree of

virtue that can fecure good morals and great:

riches at the ſame time ; yet it always tends

to preſerve a nation longer, and render it

more ſecure. On the other hand, luxury

enervates a people. Yet, where it runs

through all ranks, it can only be ſupported:

byfuperior riches.

THOSE maxims, that are juft when ap

plied to the luxury of particular perfons,

cannot always be applied when we confider

a whole people. A private citizen may

fpend

2.
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fpend more than he has, and may at laft

prove bankrupt. It is altogether improbable,

that this fhouldhappentoaninduſtrious nation.

The bulk ofan induftrious people never were,

and, according to the common principles of

human nature, never will be, difpofed to

exceed their revenues. Such people are com

monly attentive to gain. The love of pro

fit is ftronger with them, than the love of

pleaſure. In confequence of this they live

within bounds, and the far greateſt part of

them are frugal. It is chiefly among men

of great fortunes, who gain nothing by la

bour, that we ſhall find the diſpoſition to

extravagant expence. In an induſtrious

nation theſe form but a fmall body . Such

of them as run in debt, do it gradually.

And, as rich induſtrious men come in their

places, it is of lefs confequence tothe nation.

But we need not put the iffue of this matter

upon probabilities only ; in truth, it is as

impoffible for a whole nation, as for parti

cular perfons, to ſpend more than they have,

without being indebted to others. In ſhort,

if luxury has been increafing in Scotland

ever fince the Revolution, riches muſt have

increaſed in proportion.

SECT.
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SECT. V.

Anfwers to objections against what has been

affertedconcerning the wealth of ENGLAND .

F Scotland is evidently richer than it was

before the Revolution, no good reaſon

can be affigned, whyEngland fhould not be

fuppoſed to have been equally fortunate.

England is the land of liberty ; London,

the center, from which this liberty flows to

the rest of the iſland . The rays of liberty,

like thofe oflight, are denfer when nearer the

center. The Scots are at a greater diftance

from it. The Engliſh are nearer it, and muſt

have peculiar advantages. During ſeveral

ages, they have been a richer and a more

induſtrious nation. They have had greater

ſkill in agriculture and manufactures, and

better notions of trade. In general, they

feem to have lefs curiofity than the Scots, or

rather to be more fteady in their purſuits .

Their artifans and dealers of every kind con

fine themſelves to fewer branches of trade or

manufactures, and divert lefs to other objects

not connected with their chief employment.

This makes them more expert and fuccefs

ful in thoſe particular branches of trade

which they purfue . All theſe are ſo great

advan
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advantages, that it is fcarce to be thought,

the Engliſh have not made proportionably

greater advances than the Scots ; unless it is

fuppofed, that their more early application.

to trade, and their having carried it to fo great

a height before the Revolution, hath render

ed it impoffible, or very difficult, for them

to multiply their trade in the fame propor

tion, as may eaſily be done by the French

or Scots, who have more lately applied.

themſelves to commerce.

BUT, be this as it will,the improvements

of England fince the Revolution are very

great. Compared with England, Scotland

is extremely poor ; and in all taxes, impofed:

for the expence ofgovernment, ought to be:

confidered in this light. All the figns which

indicate an increaſe of riches are visible in

England. Its agriculture is much advan

ced, the value of land is raiſed, the intereft

of money reduced, the quantity of ſhipping.

of all kinds, and of the RoyalNavy in parti-

cular, prodigiously augmented. Numerous

ftately buildings have been raiſed, and all

things appeargrand and magnificent. From all

which it might be expected, the minds ofthe

Engliſh would be eafy upon this point, and.

not be perpetually haunted with the dreadful.

fpectres of poverty and ruin.

YET'
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YET not long ago, an effay was publiſh

ed, to prove that the foreign trade of Bri

tain is faft declining. This Effay has been

afcribed to a merchant lately deceaſed, who

was no leſs eminent for his riches and ex

tenfive trade, than for large and generous

notions of commerce, and for a firm patri

otifm *. A gentleman of fuch a character

could have nothing at heart but the good

of his country. He could not have any

intention to miſlead his countrymen . Yet,

this worthy citizen actually miſleads, and

fets before us a very diſagreeable view ofour

affairs.

NOT only hath he afferted, that the fo

reign trade of England is declining, but he

feems to infer, that the lofs of it makes us

decline in all other refpects, and that upon

the whole the nation is growing poor. If

this be not his meaning, or if he would al

low, that we are growing rich upon the

whole, we might be lefs concerned about

our foreign trade, or any particular branch

* Sir Matthew Decker : his book is intituled " An

effay on the cauſes of the decline of the foreign

" trade, confequently ofthe value of the lands, of

" Britain, and on the means to restore both."

This piece feems to have been compofed aboutthe

year 1740, and has been printed oftner than once.

of
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of that induſtry by which we are enrich

ed.

On this fubject of foreign trade two fup

pofitions may be made. 1. That, tho upon

the whole we are gainers by it, we are

not fo great gainers as at fome former pe

riod. If this be true, it is a diſadvantage ;

unless by applying lefs to foreign trade,

we beſtow our labour at home on an in-.

duſtry that is more profitable. It is cer

tainly more profitable to improve our bar

ren lands to the value of a million, than

only to gain half a million by foreign com

merce.

2. It may be next fuppofed, that, upon

the whole, we are lofers by our foreign

trade ; and our lofs may be computed to a

mountto amillion , or half a million annually,

or to any other fum . Even upon this fup

pofition , we may be growing richer upon

the whole ; for, if we only loſe annually

half a million by our foreign trade, while

we are improving our barren lands and

ftock of cattle to the value of a million,

we are certainly gaining half a million

yearly.

Ir may be added, that our gains by do

meftic induſtry, and by the improvement of

our
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our lands and ftock of cattle , are of the

moſt ſolid kind . They are more truly pro

fitable than gains to the fame nominal ex

tent by foreign trade. The labours, by

which we procure them, are more healthful ;

they keep our countrymen at home, keep

our people more innocent, promote better

morals, preferve fimplicity of manners, pre

vent luxury, and are lefs uncertain and pre

carious. Foreign trade, no doubt, may

be very profitable. In fome , cafes, it may

bring quicker gains. But our merchants,

and many others of our countrymen, value

foreign trade too highly, when they lay it

down as a poſition , that a nation cannot be

come rich and powerful without a great and

increaſing foreign trade.

It is true, if we are every year loſing by

our foreign trade, we muſt gradually lofe

our filver and gold. Not an ounce of ei

ther of them will be left among us in the

end ; and we muft ufe paper or other ma

terials for circulation among ourſelves . Ac

cording to the author of the Three Effays,

and other writers, this is all we have at

prefent. Nay, according to the calculations

of fome of our merchants, who have been

raifing an alarm ever fince the beginning of

this century, long before this time there

muft not have been a fhilling in the country;

as

6
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as the balance of trade is faid to be almoſt

every where againſt us. Butthe great quan

tity of coin and plate that is to be ſeen , is

an infallible proof that there is an error in

their computations, and that, upon the

whole, the Engliſh are ſtill gaining bytheir

foreign trade *.

To give an exact and complete account

of the foreign trade of Britain ; to compare

the quantity and value of our exports and

imports ; to diftinguifh preciſely, when,

and where, and how far, the balance of

trade is either on our fide, or againſt us ; is

too great an attempt for the moſt ſkilful of

our merchants. It is not propofed to launch

out into fo wide an ocean. But, without

any fuch detail, it will not be difficult to

fhew, that Sir Matthew Decker has not

proved, that the foreign trade of Britain is

declining; and that all the appearances, up

on which he builds his opinion, may be folv

ed
upon other principles.

He takes notice + ofthe long credit taken

by ſhop-keepers ; the great number of

If the quantity of filver and gold in plate, coin,

and bullion, is continually increafing in any nation

where there are no mines, that nation must be gaining

byforeign trade.

+ At the beginning of his Effay.

bank
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bankrupts ; the great arrears of rent owing

all other England, which the landlords every

where complain of; the great number of

farms thrown upon the landlords hands ; the

vaft increaſe of the poors rates . All theſe

appearances, in fo far as they are real, have

been explained already. They are the na

tural confequence of great luxury, and great

luxury is the effect of great riches.

BUT, befide thofe phænomena already

explained, Sir Matthew Decker obferves,

that many petitions are prefented to parlia

ment, complaining of the decay of the

woollen manufactures, and of the ftarving

condition to which the poor are reduced in

the cloathing countries : two facts, the truth

of which I do not examine ; for, fuppofing

them to be true, they prove no more than

that one branch of foreign trade is decayed ;

which may be fupplied by others. Trade is

very variable in its nature. All the branches

of it cannot flourish equally at all times.

Particular cauſes may make fome of them

languifh at times at which commerce is in

the moſt profperous condition upon the whole.

When feveral nations in Europe, rouſed by

the example of the Britiſh, are ſetting up

manufactures, and encouraging their peo

ple to trade, this muft neceffarily produce

alterations. No wonder, that our rivals the

French,
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French, and other nations upon the conti

nent, feize feveral branches of commerce ;

or that our own merchants, intent upon

gain, give up a lefs profitable branch of

trade, and prefer a more profitable. As a

balance on our fide, many branches of trade

have been both eſtabliſhed, and carried to a

great length, fince the Revolution ; in par

ticular, feveral, by which we fave vaſt ſums,

which formerly we paid to the French, and

which at prefent add confiderably to the na

tional wealth * .

THE lowness of the price of wool, which

is confidered as another fymptom of the de

cline of the woollen manufacture and of our

foreign trade, may be accounted for, in

fome meaſure, by the increaſe of the breed

of fheep in Britain and Ireland, and by the

difficulty of fmuggling wool into France,

notwithſtanding the high prices it gives in

that country. It is not propofed to examine

the ſtate of the wool, or how far the wool

len manufacture is decayed. This is a fub

ject more proper for others, than for the

author of the Characteristics . But it may

be obferved in general, that the cheapneſs

of the materials is an advantage to a manu

t

* See Poftlethwayt's Univerfal Dictionary of Trade

and Commerce, under the article TAXES.

facture ;
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facture ; and that materials may increaſe fo

much, that their prices may be low even

whenthere is a great demand for the manu

facture into which they are wrought.

THE other bad fymptoms of a declining

foreign trade, that are mentioned by this

writer, arife from the ſtate of the exchange,

bullion, and coin . It is faid, the exchange

was more againſt us in the year 1740, than

formerly. But does any man know, how

the exchange ftands between London, and

all the places with which the Engliſh trade ?

or does he know, how much we lofe or

gain by every city, or by every branch of

trade ? Except he know this in the conftant

courfe of trade, he cannot know how the

exchange ftands upon the whole, or draw

firm conclufions from the courſe of it.

THE fcarcity of filver coin is given as

another fign of the declenfion of our fo

reign trade. But if we have greater plen

ty of guineas and of foreign gold, this will

compenfate the fcarcity of filver. There is

an obvious reafon for this fcarcity : our

filver and gold coins are not properly adjuſted

in proportion to the rest of the coins in Eu

rope ; fo profit may be made by exporting

the lateft coined and the heaviest of our

filver money. This is a lofs , no doubt ;

H but
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but it doth not prove, that our foreign trade

declines.

THE laft bad ſymptom, obferved by the

writer of the Effay, is that the mint lies

idle, and that little or no new coin appears.

On this, he lays down two maxims, both of

them fallacious . " The barometer of the

" general trade of a nation is its mint. If

plenty of treaſure is brought in, and

" little carried out, part of it will be con

" tinually coining, and much new money

" will appear ; the certain fymptom of a

<6

flouriſhing trade *." Is not the reverſe

rather to be expected ? and may not the

maxim be turned another way ? " If plenty

" of money is brought in, and little carried

'
out, the coin will not be diminiſhed, but

" be increaſed. There will be no neceffity

" for a new coinage ; fo little new money

" will appear : the certain fymptom of a

" flouriſhing trade."

6c

THIS argument will appear ftronger, if

we confider the circulation of paper.

His fecond maxim is of the fame kind .

" If much treafure be brought in, yet

" more be carried out, the mint muft lie

* Effay, page 3 . † Ibid.

❝idle

1

1



OF NATIONAL RICHES. 147

66

idle. Little new money will appear ; the

" ſure ſign of a decaying trade." The re

verfe appears rather to be the truth : " If

" much money be brought in, yet more be

carried out, the mint must not lie idle,

as coin will be daily more ſcarce . There

" fore there will be a great deal of new

money appearing ; the fure fign of a de

caying trade." However, as merchants

are beft able to judge of theſe maxims, it

is beft not to be pofitive on this fubject of

the mint : only, in general, it ſeems to be

true, that a greater or lefs quantity of coin

is not a certain fign, either of increafing po

verty, or of growing riches.

ઃઃ

THUS, notwithstanding his knowledge of

trade, this eminent merchant has not proved,

that the foreign trade of England hath de

clined. Such a decline is not probable,

fince the number of merchants and of fhips

is daily increafing. It is fcarce tobe thought,

that our merchants would perfift in carrying

on a lofing trade. We fee the very fame

appearances as if we were gaining : for, if

our merchants are gaining, whatever they

gain muſt, at laft, be brought to our fields,

cities, and harbours . Merchants can fe

cure their gain no where elſe, except they

lend it to foreigners, or place it in foreign

banks. I do not find, this is alleged.

H 2 Wealth

1 के
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Wealth is thought to be no where fo fafe as

in Britain. We fee daily additions made to

our fhipping. Our harbours are in a better

condition . There is plenty of naval ſtores,

We have all forts of foreign commodities,

Our own fields are better cultivated. Ihere

fore the prefumption certainly is, that our

foreign trade, as well as our domeſtic in

duftry, is increaſed. But, after all, the

queftion of the greateſt importance is not,

" Whether we gain or loſe by foreign trade ?"

The more important inquiry is, " Whether

" we are growing richer or poorer upon the

" whole?" If it would put an end to dif

putes about foreign trade, more might be

granted, than can poffibly be demanded by

fuch as are moft anxious about it.. Grant

that during the laſt fixty years we have loft

half a million yearly by foreign trade, or,

which is the fame thing, have exported bul

lion or coin to that value, amounting in

the whole to thirty millions ; the moft timo

rous dealers in exchange can aſk no more.

So great a loſs ſeems abfolutely impoffible,

confidering the immenfe quantity of addi

tional plate that has been got within this pe

riod. Yet, even upon this hard fuppofition,

as the nation has gained to a much greater

value by the improvement of our lands and

home-manufactures, we are a great deal

richer upon the whole.

WE
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We ought not, however, to neglect the

good advice of this worthy citizen. He has

faid enough to put us upon our guard, and

hath fuggefted many ufeful methods for re

coveringfome branches of trade, which we

may have loft, and for improving fuch as

maybe in danger. The nation is, undoubt

edly, greatly obliged to him for his good

wifhes and uſeful endeavours ; but he has

been misled by the greatnefs of the commerce

of England . The Engliſh have been con

tinually improving their trade from the

days of Queen Elizabeth : fo it is at length

cometo a great height. The advantages,

which they have gained by it, have firred

up the emulation of other nations. Ever

fince the reign of Lewis XIV. the French

have made great efforts to rival us in trade.

Being an ingenious and ambitious nation,

they have fucceeded very far in their defign .

Viewingthe great advances which the French

have made, and which are more fenfible du

ring the last forty years, one is apt to ima

gine, that the English trade, though really

much greater, begins to decline. As it was

great before, the later increaſe of it be

comes lefs perceptible. It is impoffible, in

the nature of the thing, that the trade of

any nation can be continually increafing, and

bring in greater and greater fums in a per

petual fucceffion. It must often be at a

H 3 ftand.
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ftand. It may often be fo great, that it

will not be eafy to enlarge it. It may often

appear to decline, when it is really, though

infenfibly, increafed. But, while we fee

fuch goodly appearances and improvements

in our fields, cities, and harbours, we have

infallible teftimonies of increafing riches.

Ir is not however intended to affert, that

our country might not be much more im

proved, and the commerce of Great Britain

rendered much more flouriſhing. It would

be eaſy to propofe many excellent ſchemes

for promoting this defign . Many notable

ones have been offered to the Public with this

view. Among others, Sir Matthew Deck

er, and Mr. Tucker of Briſtol *, have

made fome grand and magnificent propo

fals for raifing taxes more advantageoufly

for the Public, and for improving and em

bellifhing our country. Such propofals

merit the higheſt applaufe ; they diſcover an

exalted patriotifm, and an enlarged mind,

and juftly deferve the notice of men in

power. Could any thing tend ſo much to

their honour, as giving due attention to pub

lic-fpirited fchemes, felecting fuch of them

as are juſt and practicable, and employing

影

In his excellent Effay on the advantages and dif

advantages which refpectively attend France and Great

Britain, with regard to trade, &c.

their

1T
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their intereft and authority to have them

eftabliſhed ? How hard is it, that fo many

are wholly taken up with their own ſelfiſh

and little views, in procuring a precarious

power, when they might obtain a more

honourable and folid intereft, by realJervices

to the Public ! When it is fo eaſy to fhew

the advantages of many noble propoſals,

it is unhappy, that it fhould be found fo

difficult to put any one of them in execu

tion.

BUT while Sir Matthew Decker deferves

the higheſt praiſes for endeavouring to cor

rect our errors, he has fallen into a miſtake

concerning the effects of our taxes at pre

fent. For the fame reafons, for which we

have taken notice of other errors in his

Effay, it will be neceffary to correct his mif

take on this head ; as it has raiſed too great

•

an alarm, and tends too much to disquiet

the minds of the people.

ACCORDING to this

ciples *, when the

4,650,000 1. by excifes, cuftoms, and falt

duties, and raiſes ten per cent . or 465,000 1 .

for collecting them, both fums amounting

to 5,115,000l . the people pay in confe

quence no less than 10,869,375 1. and add

ing

**
* Page 35.

H 4

gentleman's prin

Government raiſes
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>
ing the poor's rate, and the rest of the

taxes, which he calculates at 4,420,001.

the fum of all the taxes amounting at this

rate to 15,289,375 1. he concludes, that,

computing the people of England at eight

millions, and their expences at 8 1. per head,

(64 millions in the whole) more than 31 per

cent of their whole expences is chargeable

on the taxes .

THIS is a high calculation . The method

of inftituting it is fomewhat intricate. It

is fuppofed that thofe, who pay the five

millions immediately to the Government,

muft, on this account, raife the prices of

their goods to their customers. Thefe cuf

tomers, again, muft lay the advanced prices

of the goods, which they have bought, on

the cuftomers to whom they fell them.

Thefe, again, muft lay the advanced prices

upon their cuftomers and fo on in fuc

ceffion, through all the orders and indivi

duals in the State, till, at laft, the goods

arrive at the conſumers.

}

WITHOUT infifting, that this argument,

if it is folid, muft affect trade in all coun

tries, where taxes are levied by cutoms or

excifes, and fo muſt affect our rivals as well

as ourſelves ; it is, in its own nature, too

fubtile ; it is built on too precarious prin

ciples,
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ciples, to be convincing, and feems more

fuitable to a metaphyfician than a mer

chant. This will be evident from a few ob

ſervations.

"},

ACCORDING to Sir Matthew Decker, fince

the price of ſhoes muſt be advanced by the

tax on leather, the grazier, the butcher,

the tanner, the leather- cutter, and the fhoe

maker, who buy each from the other in

fucceffion, muft lay upon their customers,

firft, the advanced prices of the fhoes they

wear ; fecondly, the advanced prices of the

wages of their journeymen, who muft raife

their wages to anſwer the advanced prices

of fhoes ; thirdly, the money paid on ac

count of all the former advanced prices, in

confequence of the tax ; and laſt of all, a

reaſonable profit on this money as traders.

At this rate this writer mufters up twelve

advanced prices in fucceffion, which the

wearers of ſhoes muft pay for the tax, be

yond the bare duty . And as both foap and

candles are taxed, he places twelve advanced

prices more on fhoes, on account of the tax

on foap, and other twelve on account of

that on candles . He obferves further, that

the fame thing muſt hold in all taxes on the

neceffaries of life ; and that the dearness of

all neceffaries muft advance the price of all

labour, and force the mafter- tradeſmen to

H 5 raife
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raiſe on their cuſtomers the taxes and ad

vances on their confumption.

By theſe methods he finds, that the fub

jects, who confume the goods, pay more

than the double of the tax which is levied

by the Government.

3

BUT all theſe calculations feem to be

founded on conjecture alone. And their un

certainty will appear, if we confider, that

any reaſonable rule, which can be laid down

for eſtimating theſe advanced prices, muſt

carry the matter much farther than Sir

Matthew Decker himſelf hath computed, or

than any man can admit.

THE moft equitable rules for making any

probable computation feem to be ( 1. ) That

every perfon whatſoever, who fells his goods,

or labour, in the way of trade, from the

first who pays the tax immediately to the

Government, to the laft who furnishes the

goods to the conſumers, muſt exact from

his cuftomers not only all the money which

he paid on account of the tax , but a rea

fonable profit on this money, in the way of

trade, as well as upon that part of his ſtock

which is laid out on the prime coft of goods.

(2.) That as the common intereft of money

is reckoned too ſmall a profit in trade, a

greater
A
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greater profit must be allowed on the money

that is paid on account of the tax.

which rate, thefe profits may be computed

at 10, at 15, or at 20 per cent. and in ſome

cafes will reach higher.

THIS cafe will be fimilar to that of com

pound intereft ; in which, if the intereſt is

at 5 per cent. the principal is doubled in

fewer than 15 , tripled in fewer than 23 , and

quadruplicated in fewer than 29 years . If

the intereft is fuppofed to be 10 per cent.

the principal is doubled in fewer than 8,

tripled in fewer than 12, and quadruplica

ted in fewer than 15 years. If the intereft

is fuppofed to be 20 per cent. the principal

is doubled in fewer than 4, tripled in fewer

than 7, and quadruplicated in fewer than

8 years. Computations of the fame na

ture may be made for other higher propor

tions.

Now as Sir Matthew computes no fewer

than twelve advanced prices on fome taxes,

and, according to his method ofcalculating,

might undoubtedly, in feveral cafes , reckon

more ; and as the profits of merchants on

money laid out in trade may be ſuppoſed

always more than 5, and ſometimes more

than 10, 15, or even 20 per cent. it is eaſy

tofee, that taxes ought to be raiſed to the con

H 6 fumers,
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fumers, not only to double, but to triple,

quadruple, nay,nay, in a higher proportion ;

which yet no man can poffibly imagine to be

true. There muſt be a fallacy therefore in

this argument. Little ftrefs can be laid on

fuch computations. So the people of Bri

tain need not be greatly alarmed at the taxes

impoſed by cuftoms and excifes . And if

there is no fallacy, they are in no worſe con

dition than other nations.

I Do not however enter minutely into the

nature of fuch taxes ; and fhall not affert,

that the Government might not raiſe equal

fums, with greater eafe to the people . I

approve of many of the fchemes fuggefted

by Sir Matthew Decker and others, and with

that a fpirit of patriotifm may prevail more

and more, to render them effectual.

PART
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PART IV.

Of the Payment of the National

Debts.

******************* *****

I

F Britain be confidered at preſent with

refpect to piety, morals, or publick fpi

rit ; if we examine the national genius,

either forthe nobler arts and fciences, or for

war ; no doubt, there are many things a

larming in our condition. But nothing, that

relates only to money, or to trade, ought to

give anxiety to true patriots, excepting per

haps the greatnefs ofthe public debts. For

tho we have fufficient funds for fupporting

the public credit, and for clearing the na

tional debts, yet great debts are embarraſſing

in their own nature, and unless they are pru

dently managed, may, in certain circum

ſtances, involve us in difficulties and con

fufion . For this reafon every lover of his

country
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country fhould ardently wish to have the

public debts paid, and fhould chearfully

contribute his endeavours towards fo good

an end.

ATthe fame time, there is no juſt reaſon

to apprehend, that the nation either is im

poverished by thefe debts in the mean time,

or is unable to clear them without diftrefs,

whenever they fet heartily about it. There

is a fund of wealth in Great Britain, I do not

fay inexhauftible, but fuperior to that ofany

other European nation, not excepting even

the Dutch, who, notwithſtanding their im

menfe trade and vaft quantity of filver and

gold, are far from having fuch folid funds,

or being in fuch advantageous circumftan

ces, as the British . Great Britain has fub

ftantial funds vaftly fuperior to all our debts

and neceffities, even tho we are engaged in

war.

SUPPOSING that we owe eighty millions ;

eighty millions do not exceed, or only ex

ceed a very little, perhaps they do not even

amount to, the yearly revenues of the peo

ple of Great Britain and Ireland . Accord

ing to Davenant's calculation for the year

1688, there were more than five millions

and a half of people in England, each of

whom, at a medium, fpent 7 1. 9 s. 3 d.

a year.
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a year. Whether we confider the number

of the people, or their yearly expence, the

computation was not too high. It is com

puted, there are ten millions of people in

Great Britain and Ireland at prefent. And,

as there are fuch high complaints of our

luxury, we mayallow 8 1. 10 s. for every

man's expence, or eighty five millions for

the expences of the whole people. Again,

fuppofing that a fourth part, or twenty of

the eighty millions, are due to foreigners,

and that we export a million annually to pay

the intereft at five per cent. at this rate, the

yearly revenues of the people of Great Bri

tain and Ireland, after paying what they owe

to foreigners, do not amount to less than

eighty-four millions fterling*. With fuch a

vaft fund of wealth, can we be at a lofs to

fall upon proper methods of diſcharging the

whole, or what part of the public debts we

find neceffary ? Were we to confider the

whole nation, as a private gentleman of a

* Theauthorof the Three Effays has not a juft con

ception of the wealth of England when he imagines

(page 11.) thatthe Engliſh could not hold it long with

out beingundone, if they were obliged to fend 60000cl.

yearly out of the country. They ought not, for no na

tion ought, to give away their moneywithout good rea

fons ; but tho they fent away a greater fum, they would

not be foon exhauſted.

good
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good eftate, who owed no more than a year's

rent, it would give us a favourable profpect

of our affairs. There is certainly fome fort

ofreſemblance. Tho the iſland, or the rents,

trade, and induſtry of the inhabitants, can

not be fold like an eftate ; yet the public

revenues, or the revenues of the whole peo

ple are like a perpetual annuity ; and if a na

tion in fuch circumftances would raise their

taxes, and ſpend no more than formerly, like,

a private gentleman, who raiſes his rents

without increafing his expences, they muſt

be able to pay their debts, without being in

the leaft incumbered.

BUT leaving it to his majefty and the par

Jiament to confider, how fuch falutary

fchemes may be beft effectuated, methinks it

would not be difficult for private perfons,

with no very great degree of public fpirit,

to affift greatly in accompliſhing this excel

lent defign, nay, to accompliſh it withoutany

lofs to themſelves, and without any augmen

tation, nay, with an abatement of the taxes.

There is no myſtery in all this. Ifthe ſtory

be true, the honeft man, who lately fent

100l . to one ofthe minifters of ſtate to help

to pay the public debt, has led the way and

fet us a fair example. Nay he has done

more than is neceffary. For there is no ne

ceffity for private perfons to advance their

money.
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money. It would be fufficient, if the richer

fort would voluntarily entruſt the Govern

ment with their plate, and fubmit to the

fmall inconveniency of wanting the uſe of

it for a ſeaſon. In imitation of the genero

fity of fuch a worthy citizen, who contri

buted an hundred pounds for fo good an

end, may a public fpirit ſpread itſelf among

the people, and every one run with his plate

to the public treafury, that the public debts

may be more fpeedily paid ! What an im

menfe quantity ofplate is there in this iſland !

How many millions of the national debt

might be ſwept offby it at once ! This would

be an advantage to the Government, if no

intereft were demanded for the uſe of the

plate. The benefactors ofthe Public would

fuffer no lofs, fince their plate is a dead ſtock

to them at prefent, and they would have

parliamentary fecurity for its being repayed

with the full value of the tax upon the plate

and of the original workmanship. Mean

time, let thofe taxes, which are underſtood

to be the moſt burdenfome, or to bear har

deft on our trade, be abolished, and only

fuch as are eaſily borne be continued forfome

years longer. In this method, in the firſt

place, what is at preſent the national debt,

and bears intereft, or what part of it ſhould

bethought proper ; and next the new debt,

might be cleared. Can parting with our

plate
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plate in this manner be faid to require a very

highftrain ofpublic fpirit ? How eafily may

plate be wanted ! How honourable to want

it on fuch an occafion ! Might not a few.

grand examples render the want of it fashion

able ? Might not the whole nation be en

gaged in fuch a ſcheme with eagerness , and

every man, who had plate, rejoice in having

an opportunity of contributing to the good

of his country?

We have not the leaft reafon to appre

hend, that there is any neceffity for fuch a

ſcheme, nor to dread any danger to the pub

lic credit. The British legislature is fuffici

ently able, and, we truft, will not fail, to

take care of the public welfare . But it be

comes fubjects under fuch a happy conſtitu

tion to attempt what is great and generous,

and to fhew a forwardnefs to fecure their

free government against the moſt remote

dangers. The flaves of an abfolute monar

chy need give themſelves no trouble about

their government, they cannot be worſe than

they are ; but the fubjects of Britain are blef

fed with a conftitution, worthy to be pre

ferved till the end of time.

ANY ſcheme of offering our plate to the

Public may, indeed, be thought romantic.

It is fo, perhaps ; and can hardly be expect

ed
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ed to fucceed in an age nowiſe remarkable for

public fpirit. But it is generous at leaſt . If

we are difpofed to go beyond the common

rate, it is better to imitate thofe heroes of

romance, who were remarkable for juftice

and magnanimity, than, as ifwe were berces

of a different character, and indifferent about

benefty, imitate the author ofthe Three Ef

fays in fuggefting inglorious fchemes of

ftopping the credit of public banks, and in

endeavouring to excite opulent nations to

defraud their creditors by abolishing the

public debts, inſtead of honeftly paying

them. Let the minifters of a defpotic mo

narchy applaud fuch fraudulent counfels.

Let tyrants break their faith, and abuſe the

people, whom under the pretence of loans

they have forced to furrender their money :

but let the citizens of fo opulent a nation as

Britain, let the happy fubjects of fuch a free

government, be afhamed of difhonourable

propoſals, and deteft infinuations of violat

ing public engagements. Such counfels are

equally contrary to the commercial intereſts

of Great Britain, and to the fpirit and ge

nius ofthe Britiſh conftitution . The Britiſh

government would not fuffer fuch propofals

to be openly made without teftifying their

indignation at them, did they not confider

their honour and faith as above all fufpicion,

and

་
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and treat even the moſt peevish and difcon

tented children with a more magnanimous

indulgence, than an abfolute monarch dares

venture to allow to the greateft favourites.

among his flaves.

?

22.

PART
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PART V.

Of the National Genius and Capa

city for Self-Defence.

米糕

W

HILE the people of Britain are

poffeffed of great wealth, and en

joy the moſt ample liberty, a Bri

tish author has lately started up * , who,

* The author of The Eſtimate of the Manners and

Principles ofthe Times.

Tho this book has gone through feveral editions in

a fhort time, it cannot be, from thence, inferred , ei

ther that the taſte ofthe age is not fo fuperficial, as the

author has afferted, or that his book is unluckily adapt

ed to this fuperficial taſte . A folid and uſeful book may

fometimes havearun in a fuperficial age; and vice verfa.

However, it is eafy to account for the popularity of

fuch pieces as the Eftimate. The writer of it had no

reafon to imagine, that his defign was not popular.

Few things are more popular, than feverity againſt na

tional vices. Thofe divines, who paint their audience

blackeft, raiſe the moſt dreadful ſpectres, and speak

the worst ofthe times and of human nature, frequent

ly are the most popular. One may often obſerve whole

granting
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granting all, that can be demanded on either

of thefe heads, maintains at the fame time,

that Britain is going faft to deftruction . Ac

cording to this author, our liberty has dege

nerated into licentiouſneſs , and our wealth

has produced fuch an effeminacy of manners,

as has almoft extinguifhed the good prin

ciples, and deſtroyed thegenius and capacity,

of the nation. If it can be reckoned any

happiness, he indeed allows, that there is

fcarce fo much courage remaining, as will

excite us to a civil war, or raiſe violent com

motions at home. He is not therefore appre

henfive of any internal danger * . But he

pronounces us fo defenceless againſt foreign

nations, that we run the greateft riſk ofbe

coming an eaſy prey to any bold invader,

and in particular of falling before the fupe

rior genius of the French.

THO both charity and juftice forbid us to

impute any bad deſign to this author, it is

not eafy to find out the good tendency ofhis

performance. It may be kind, no doubt, to

hold up a true mirror to the Public †, and

to fet the vices of the age in a proper light :

but whatever benefit may be expected from a

companies more highly entertained with frightful tales ,

and h rrible relations, than with the mot just defcrip

tions ofnature and ofhuman life.

* Eftimate, p . 125. Eftimate, p. 15.

8

true
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true mirror, or a juſt repreſentation of errors

and misfortunes, it is dangerous to preſent a

glafs offuch an unlucky conſtruction, as di

miniſhes moſt of the beauties, and magni

fies blemishes fo much, that he who fees

his face in it is in hazard of being frighted

out of his fenfes, of fwooning away at the

ghaftly appearance.

66

WHAT the author of the Eftimate ima

gines to be a mirror, feems rather to be an

inftrument of this unfortunate kind. This

gentleman has unluckily fallen into the fame

error, for which he blames the fpe

" culative and virtuous in every age, who

" have been apt to aggravate its manners

" into the highest degree of guilt, to fati

" rize rather than defcribe, and to throw

" their respective times into one dark ſhade

" of horror *.”

I fincerely lament the impiety of the age.

I am forry there fhould be fuch good reaſon

to complain of our bad morals, and of our

want of public fpirit . I am far from ap

proving many of our methods of education.

I much diflike the reigning tafte and diver

fions ofmany of our men of faſhion and po

liteness. I moft heartily condemn their paf

fion for gaming, their luxury, effeminacy,

and falfe delicacy. I would not affirm , that

* Estimate, p. 27.

the
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the national genius and capacity for fcience,

legiflation, or war, is the higheſt of the

kind, or that we have philofophers or poets

equal to fome in former times. We cannot

pretend to have generals equal to the duke of

Marlborough, or fuch feamen as admiral

Blake. In fhort, our vices and weakneſſes

are too evident not to be confeffed, and moft

fincerely lamented by every good man. Yet

we are not fo deftitute of genius and capa

city, as is maintained by the author of the

Eftimate. Ifhe intends to fay, as feems ve

ry probable * , that his country has loft its

fame, and that his countrymen in general

are become the contempt ofEurope, he hath

certainly carried the matter too far. The

British are by no means contemptible ; for

with all their weakneffes they are envied and

admired among the neighbouring nations.

If we confider in what age or nation, up

on a due compariſon of all circumſtances,

one would have chofen to live, it may be

affirmed with lefs caution, than is ufed by

the author of the Eftimate, " That there is

" no time nor country, delivered down to us

" in ftory, in which a wife man would wish

" fo muchto have lived, as in our own ,

Eftimate, page 83, 84.

+ The author ofthe Eftimate, page 15 , puts it no

higher, than that a wife man would wish this " in

for
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for there is no time nor country, delivered

down to us in ftory, in which the body of

the people have lived in fuch plenty, liberty,

and fecurity.

If weconfider our principles and manners,

as indications either of our virtue or depra

vity, or of our genius or want of capacity,

this author's affertions, after all his foften

ings and limitations, are unreaſonably ſevere.

In no other light can we view feveral expref

fions, " That religion is evidently destroyed in

" England ; That the honeft price of vir

" tue is no more ; That the principle of

" honour is either loft or totally corrupted ;

" That no generous thirft of praiſe is left

ec

among us § ; That the principle of pub

" lic fpirit orlove of our country is perhaps

" lefs felt among us, than even thofe of re

ligion and true honour ." The author

has indeed exprefsly declared, that there are

exceptions but upon the whole he is too fe

<<

vere.

If we confine the inquiry into our prin

ciples and manners according to the plan of

" fome refpects . " But he might have put it much

ftronger.

Ibid . page 59.
liid.

+ Eftimate, page 175 .

|| Ibid. page 62.page 61.

I this
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this writer, and the leading queftion fhall

be, " How far the prefent ruling man

" ners and principles of this nation may tend

" to its continuance or deftruction " this

author has much mistaken our circumftan

ces, and pronounces too boldly on our weak

nefs and want of defence.

" THAT fortune by no means rules the

" world ; that there are general cauſes, na

tural or moral, which operate in every

State, and which raife, fupport, or over

" turn it †, will be difputed by none.

Nevertheless, every defeat, or unfuccessful

expedition, is not to be ascribed to the man

ners and principles either of the whole peo

ple, or of thofe of higher rank ; but may

often be accounted for by particular cauſes.

61

ور

THE greateft, wifeft, moft profperous,

virtuous, and magnanimous nations, in

times oftheir greateſt proſperity and virtue,

have met with greater diſappointments and

defeats, than the Britiſh have met with in

the prefent war. Four times were the Ro

man armies beaten by Hannibal in Italy it

felf in the beginning of the fecond Punic

war. Our misfortunes have not been fo

great, nor of fuch long continuance, that

Eftimate, page 24. Ibid. page 12, 13 .

2 we
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we muſt impute them to a general ſtupidity

or cowardice, either of thoſe in lower or

higher ranks. Other reafons undoubtedly

may be affigned for them.

It is dangerous to decide haftily in fuch

cafes. Whether particular victories or de

feats are owingto fome particular cauſe, or

ought to be underſtood as the effects of the

general temper and genius of a nation is of

ten a perplexed queſtion : it is often impof

fible to be determined , except by thoſe who

know the ſecret ſprings of action . It is of

ten an uſeleſs queftion, and frequently iflues

in a difpute rather about words than things.

Without detracting from the wiſdom of the

Britiſh councils, or from the bravery of the

British troops, during the war in the reign.

ofqueen Anne, there are, at leaft, plaufible

reafons for afcribing no fmall part ofour fuc

ceffes in that war to the incomparable mili

tary genius of the duke of Marlborough . At

fome particular times the ſafety and glory of

a nation has been known to depend upon a

fingle man, or upon a very few. In great

nations this will rarely happen, if they are

not fubjected to a defpotic monarch. When

it happens, the fituation is very dangerous.

But fuch is not the cafe of Britain at prefent.

We ſtand on a broader bottom, and our na

tional

I 2
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tional capacity for ſelf- defence refts upon a

furer foundation.

By the conceffions of the author of the

Eftimate, " the character of the manners of

" this age and nation is by no means that

" of abandoned wickednefs and profligacy *.

" The common people of this nation feem

" poffeffed ofbodily ftrength, hardiness, and

<<

courage. There are no better fighting

men upon earth. They feldom turn their

" backsupon their enemy, unleſs when their

" officers fhew the way, and even then are

eafily rallied, and return to the charge

" with the fame courage +. The fpirit of

liberty happily ftill fubfifts among us,

" tho not in its genuine vigour. The love

" of liberty is not extinguiſhed. We all

" wish to continue free ; nay, in his opinion,

" the fpirit of liberty hath been ingrafted

" by the arts of policy in other countries,

" but fhoots up here, as from its natural

climate, ftock, and foil : whence its de

" ftruction by external violence will pro

66 bably be no more than temporary . The

66

66

66

<<

1

* Eftimate, p. 26.

Estimate, p. 17—20.

This is the most comfortable profpect the author of

the Eftimate hath given us of the affairs of Britain.

Defpotifm prevails almoft univerfally. Mankind are

enflaved by tyrants. An arbitrary power rages in the

" writer

+ Ibid. page 88, 89.
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writer likewife allows us " humanity, or

" pity tothe diftreffed ;" and perhaps flatters

66

"

world. Amongthe few nations, which have preferved

their liberty, Britain ſhines foremoſt in riches and fame.

But according to the author of the Eftimate we are

rolling to the brink of a precipice ; Britain finks under

the fuperior genius of the French ; the fatal hour ap

proaches, and its liberty is in great danger of being

deftroyed by external violence . Slender are the hopes

he gives us of escaping : the probability lies againſt us :

our deliverance is only poffible. " A defpairing nation ,

(fays he, page 221 ) may yet be faved, by the wif

" dom, the integrity, and unfhaken courage of fome

great minifter." I dare fay it is true : but ifBritain

is as much funk in indolence, cowardice, and venality,

as this writer apprehends, it is fcarce poffible . Even

the great king William, who will be acknowledged to

have been as able a ſtateſman as any who can aſpire to

be a miniſter at prefent, notwithſtanding the wifdom

and rectitude of his ſchemes, is ſuppoſed to have been

obliged, contrary (as will be confeffed) to his natural

difpofition, to oppofe the national turn, by filencing

all he could with places or penfions. The power of a

minifter at prefent, (in times confeffed to be more cor

rupted) can fcarce be fuppofed greater but in fo far as

he has it in his power to filence a greater number by

the fame methods . This only cheriſhes the difeafe,

brings us nearer to the crifis, and renders our deítruc

tion more certain . Our ruin therefore, according to

this writer, may be called next to inevitable. But he

gives us greater hopes of recovering our liberty, and,

of confequence, our former glory and felicity, tho

liberty fhould be deſtroyed by external violence. "It

" is probable (fays he) its deftruction will be no more

than temporary." In this ifland " liberty fhoots up

66 as from its natural climate, ftock, and foil . " To

the prefent generation this may be thought to give little

I 3
us
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1

us too much, when he adds, " That huma

" nity is natural to the nation, and that the

" nation hath always been diftinguiſhed by

" ir, and poffeffes it in a higher degree than

" other countries *." He likewife allows

us another virtue, whichhe grants to be of

the highest confequence, the pure admi

niftration of justice, as it regards private

property +." Thefe are goodly mate

rials, not only for preferving internal peace

and happiness, but for defending us againſt

external force. The ftrength and good

principles of the common people in any

country, eſpecially in Britain, where they

are more high fpirited than any where elfe,

ought not to be reckoned fo deſpicable as

the writer ofthe Eftimate imagines . We

66

comfort to the cowardly, effeminate, and felfifh it

will give none but how confolatory is it to the gene

rous and difintereſted lovers of Britain, who can be

happy in foreſeeing the grandeur and felicity of their

country in fucceeding ages ! To fome fuch extenfive

profpect, or to afublime philofophical idea ofthis kind,

" the prefent deftruction, even of the greateft nation,

" is of fmall confequence in the univerſe," it muſt have

been owing, that the writer ofthe Eftimate, amidft his

melancholy profpects of the prefent ftate of Britain,

fhould appear fo calm and compofed, as to be able to

ftudy elegance ofphrafe, and fearch after thofe antit! e

fes and elaborate turns ofexpreffion, which occur every

where in this book.

Estimate, page 21 , 20. + Ibid. page 22.

+ Eftimate, page. 25 .

may

1

1
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may reaſonably expect, that their force and

weight would not be infignificant againſt a

foreign invafion , tho deliverance ſhould not

arie fom any other quarter ; and that in

times of extremity (according to the lan

guage of the Eftimate, fome leading mind

or fuperior intelligence would naturally arife

from among themfelves to give impulfe and

direction to their enterprizes in defence of

their country . Ifthe love of liberty about

a century ago roufed them to defend their

rights against a powerful party at home, and

infpired them with matchlefs valour, may it

not be expected, that the poflerity of thofe

men, the robuft and hardy commons of

the fame nation, not enervated by the luxu

ry of the Great, but inured to labour, would,

in a time of extremity, be ftirred up to de

fend their country , and all that was dear to

them, againſt any army that could poffibly

invade them from France.

BESIDES the natural ſtrength and courage

ofour commons, and the acknowledged re

mainder of a ſpirit of liberty, humanity, and

regard to property, diffufed through all

ranks ; if we compare ourſelves with our

neighbours on the continent, in particular

with our rivals the French, whofe maxims

+ Eftimate, p. 25.

I 4 and
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and policy are fo greatly extolled in the Efti

mate , wehave no reafon to grant, that we

are deftitute of the means of felf- defence in

the genius and principles of thofe of higher

rank.

WHAT caufe have the Britiſh nobility and

gentry given their countryman to imagine,

they have lefs military honour and public

spirit than the French ? A few individuals

may behave ill. Both French and Britiſh

officers have turned their backs ; the French

as often, and as difhonourably, as the Bri

tifh . But what is this to either of the na

tions or muft our officers in general be

therefore reckoned ftupid or cowardly ? Ei

ther ofthenations mayproduce greater men

in every profeffion at fome particular times

than at others. But from nothing, that has

happened of late, have we juſt ground to

eſtabliſh an uniform preference in favour of

the French. A Britiſh army at preſent will

not be afraid to meet the French in any

field with equal numbers. They will dare to

fight them, tho the number of the French

be fuperior. Our feamen of every rank are

at leaſt equal to thofe ofthe French, both

in fkill and courage. Our troops fhew un

doubted bravery in battle. The intrepidity

of the Britiſh officers at the battle of Fon

* Eftimate, page 141 .

tenoy
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tenoy has been celebrated by a foreigner *.

It is allowed by the writer of the Eſtimate,

that the French manners are as vain and ef

feminate as our own †. It is one of his

maxims, that " where effeminacy and ſelf

" ifh vanity form the ruling character of a

" people, thoſe of high rank and quality

" will, in general, be of all others

" moft vain, moſt ſelfiſh, moſt incapable,

" moft effeminate 1." Why, therefore,

fhould it be imagined, that French gene

rals, admirals, or minifters, muſt be fupe

rior to Britiſh ?

As there was no juft ground for admir

ing the conduct of the French, even when

their affairs appeared moſt profperous, in the

year 1757; after they had over - run the elec

In the Hiſtory of the War of 1741 , afcribed to

Monfieur Voltaire.

'This hiftorian, befides applauding in general the

courage ofthe British troops, obferves, that in time of

action the officers behaved with great calmneſs and com

pofure ; that they called to the French to fire ; that the

troops advanced flowly, as if they had been going thro'

their exerciſes ; and that the majors were feen laying

their canes to the guns of the foldiers to cauſe them to

level them in the proper manner. This battle was

fought long within thefe twenty years, during which

period, according to the author of the Eſtimate (page

117) our effeminacy and debility has been fo much in

creaſed.

† Eftimate, page 135 .

I 5

Ibid. page 130, 131.

torate
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torate of Hanover, and other places in

Germany; their being fhamefully beaten

by the gallant king of Pruffia, with fuch in

ferior numbers ; their winter campaign in

Germany ; the want of difcipline among

their troops ; their pillaging the countries

that were under their power, unlikegenerous

enemies, and contrary to the rules of a fair

war ; and their late inglorious flight out of

Hanover ; cannot raife our opinion oftheir

councils, generals , or armies, or cauſe us

to agree more readily with the author ofthe

Eftimate, in his high conceptions of the

wildom, union, military honour, or bravery,

of the French nation.

Ir is difficult to compare the influence of

religion in France and Britain, the ſpirit and

the principles of it differ fo widely in the two

nations. The religion of France leans fo

much to fuperftition and to external cere

mony ; that of Britain fo much to the pure

love of God, and to moral virtue : religion

is treated fo differently by the Public in the

two nations : the French are fo much over

awed by an arbitrary court and a tyrannical

clergy ; the British, from the mild ſpirit of

their government, and from the happy mo

deration of their clergy, enjoy fo much reli

gious freedom that in order to determine

the force of their religious principles, it is

not
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not ſafe in this, nor indeed, in any other

cafe, to truſt folely to external appearances

of devotion .

As to the real quantity of piety and of

virtue, it is impoffible to calculate it at any

time. At one time external appearances

may be very decen:; there may be great

gravity and folemnity in the looks ; the out

ward forms of devotion may be obferved

with zeal, while religion has not taken firm

poffeffion of the heart. That fort of rel

gion which flouriſhed during the reign of

Charles I. when, to the great difquiet ofthe

nation, the influence of the court was exert

ed to fupport and to impoſe modes and cere

monies in worship, is not much applauded

by any party at prefent. Nor do we admire

that enthufiafin, which prevailed under the

adminiftration ofOliver Cromwel. It is com

mon now-a-days to reprefent fuch flaming

appearances of zeal as hypocritical . On the

other hand, it is certain, that there may be

many lively fentiments ofpiety in the heart,

under a leſs religious appearance. So that it

is, perhaps in truth, more than any man can

determine, whether there is not in Britain,

at prefent, as much real piety and virtue, as

were in it at any point of time fince the Re

formation. Ifthe impreffions ofreligion fel

dom appear fo fervent in the prefent age,

I 6 they
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they ſeem to be more univerfal, than in for

mer periods.
Mankind often mean well,

even when their external appearance is not

irreproachable. They may inwardly love

piety and virtue, and may obferve the more

important duties of life, at the fame time

that they comply too much with the loofer

modes and faſhions in things efteemed lefs

fubftantial. What is by fome imputed to va

nity, to luxury, and to ſelfiſh effeminacy,

may often, no doubt, be attributed to a fo

cial tafle, to a friendly diſpoſition , or to love

of elegance improperly difplayed. As the

appearances of piety and virtue under a gra

ver form are fometimes hypocritical, fo when

the better fort of a nation are not profligate,

nor abandoned to wickednefs , which is con

feffed to be the cafe at prefent *, amidſt lu

xury and refined fenfuality there may be more

folid piety and virtue, than is commonly

believed.

THE writer ofthe Eſtimate hath been too

hafty in his cenfure oflord Verulam . " Lord

" Verulam (fays he) hath fomewhere ob

" ferved, that times of atheifm are civil

" times. He had been much nearer the

" truth had he affirmed that civil times were

" times of atheism . He miftook the cauſe

" for the effect +. " It hath eſcaped this

Eftimate, page 26. † Ibid. page 165.

writer,
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1.

writer,that lordVerulam hath made this very

obfervation. " Learned ages ( fays this great

" philofopher ) efpecially if peaceable and

66

profperous, are reckoned among the cauſes

" ofatheifmt." If this obfervation is juft,

it may help in fome meaſure to account for

that impiety, which is complained of in the

prefent age. For, notwithſtanding the

complaints made by the author of the Efti

mate ; notwithſtanding all its defects, the

prefent must be allowed to be a learned age.

But be this as it will, the great lord Verulam

makes another obfervation, which no religi

ous doctor will deny, that " a fmattering of

" natural philofophy inclines men to athe

" ifm , when a deeper knowledge of nature

" brings them about to religion +." Whence

cunt.

Caufæ atheifmi funt : divifiones circa religionem,

fi plures fuerint ; nam unica divifio zelum utriufque

partis adauget : verum numerofæ atheiſmum introdu

Alia caufa funt fcandala facerdotum ; cum eo

res redeat quo innuit S. Bernardus ; Non eft jam dicere,

Ut populus, fic facerdos ; quia nec fic populus ut fa

cerdos . Tertia eft, confuetudo profana ludendi et jo

candi in rebus fanctis, quæ fenfim reverentiam religi

onis atterit . Poftremo ponuntur, fecula erudita, præ

fertim cum pace et rebus profperis conjuncta.

Verulam. Sermones fi eles, De atheiſmo.

* Eftimate, page 41 , 42, 43, 86.

+ Verum eft tamen, parum philofophiæ naturalis

homines inclinare in atheifmum, at altiorem fcientiam

eos ad religionem circumagere. Verulam. Ibid.

Quin potius certiflimum eft, atque experientia com

probatum, leves guftus in philofophia movere fortaffe ad

we
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we may conclude, notwithstanding the com

plaints ofthe irreligion ofthe times, that, fince

natural philofophy has been of late remark

ably cultivated and improved in Britain, this

deeperknowledge has imprinted a deep fenfe

of the Divinity upon the minds of many.

WITHOUT the imputation of bigotry, it

may likewiſe be affirmed, that the prote

ftant religion may be expected to have at

leaft as powerful an influence in Britain, as

popery has in France, to infpire its votaries

with the love of whatever is great or good.

It is faid, indeed, that " defpotifm arms it

" felf with terror ; and, by checking the

86

open and avowed profeffion, checks,

" in a certain degree, the progrefs of im

" piety +." But whatever effects defpotifin

may have on the profeffion of religion,

the eſtabliſhment offreedom muſt have equal

or better effects in promoting real virtue and

piety. And, tho " opinion having its courfe"

is faid to be a " bad diſeaſe," it is confeffed

at the fame time, that the cure would be fa

tal *
Whence it may juftly be maintain

ed, that, notwithſtanding the advantages ac

cruing to religion from the defpotifm of

France, there may be at leaft as much real

virtue and piety, of confequence, religious

atheifmum, fed pleniores hauftus ad religionem redu

cere. Verulam. De Augment . Scient. lib. i.

•

+ Eftimate, page 169. Ibid. page 170.

prin
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principles may laft as long, in Britain, as in

France tho the author of the Eſtimate

feems to be of another opinion

;

HE endeavours to fhew, *that modern Po

pery is in danger of overwhelming modern

Proteftantifm . He fets forth the faſt hold,

which the church of Rome takes of its

members by the tremenduous penalty it de

nounces against any departure from its prin

ciples . He reprefents the active genius and

the fiery ſpirit of the Romish religion ; the

paffion and fury, with which it inflames its

votaries ; the advantages, which it derives

from the vices of mankind ; the affiftance

.which it receives from the fecular arm ; the

coolness and indifference of many proteftants

both in Great Britain and in America ; the

zeal of the Romish priests in making pro

felytes, and in urging their party to make

them ; the ftrength which this zeal will ac

quire even from the benevolent paffions of

mankind, on account of the fuppofed merit

of the Popish faith ; the premiums which

are openly given in England to influence con

verfions to Popery ; the increaſe of the num

ber ofPapiſts in Holland : and, to conclude

the whole, he fets before us the prefent com

bination of the Popish powers againſt the

Eftimate, page 169 .

* In his fecond Volume, page 127.

King
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King of Pruffia ; a combination which he

attributes in a great meaſure to bigotry, and

to a permanent uniformity of principles,

working in our days the fame effects as they

did formerly, when the Elector Palatine was

driven out of his dominions.

THUS, he warns us of our danger, and

tho, perhaps, every good Proteftant may not

fee it in fo ftrong a light, or be as much

alarmed as this writer, he will undoubtedly

join with him, moft heartily, in his infe

rence, " That we ought to be moft watch

" ful in the preſervation of the invaluable

" bleffing of Proteftantifin, and active in

" the fupport of thoſe who are its great ſup

ports."

66 ""

SENSIBLE at the fame time, that nothing

can fo much quench our ardour as defpon

dency, he expreſsly cautions againſt it, and

obferves, that the dangerfrom popery ought

to ftrike us only with awe, not with defpon

dency. To roufe our courage he displays

the great perfonal abilities and fuccefs of the

King of Pruffia, whofe remarkable victories

ought furely to give great joy to every true

Proteftant and true Briton.

BUT, befides that confidence, which may

arife from particular alliances, or from the

wiſdom
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wiſdom and valour of a fingle man ; if we

confider either the matter or the form of the

two religions, and the preſent ſtate and tem

per of Chriſtendom, the Proteftant religion

will appear to have fome very material ad

vantages, and Popery to be expoſed to

many dangers ; from which, as they ariſe

out of its peculiar fyftem, Proteftantifin

feemsto be altogether fecure.

In the ſtruggle betwixt theſe two ſyſtems,

it cannot but be of great benefit to Protef

tantifm, that truth and reafon are on its

fide. 'Tis true, they do not prevail in every

cafe. Yet, as it is always an advantage to

have a good cauſe, fo in a long conteſt the

truth and reaſon, that are to be found in

Proteftantifm, may well be expected to

prove a match, if not an over-match, for

the falfehood, impoftures, nonfenfe, fuper

ftition, blind, paffionate and furious zeal,

which are fo remarkable in Popery.

BESIDES the internal weakneſs of Popery,

feveral external accidents may happen in the

ordinary courſe of affairs, as the refult of

cauſes which are deeply founded in the na

ture of man ; and may gradually pave the

way for the deſtruction of Popery.

NOT
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NOTWITHSTANDING the religious zeal,

which may be obferved in Popish countries,

it is visible, there is often an inclination in

the Princes, as well as others, ofthe commu

nion of the Church of Rome, to feize part

of the exorbitant revenues of the Clergy,

and either to add them to their own revenues,

or to employ them in encouraging trade and

manufactures, to which of late moft ofthe

nations in Europe feem to be greatly turned.

There is likewife a difpofition in many of

the better fort of the Laity to curb the ty

ranny of the Priefts , and to prevent their

impofitions upon the people. A strong

fpirit of this kind has appeared lately, and

ftill fubfifts in France ; and, as it is a natural

confequence of that light, which has been

diffuſed by the Reformation even over the

Popish countries, it may be expected to

increaſe. In an age, in which fuch a focial

intercourſe is eſtabliſhed betwixt Popish and

Proteftant nations, and fo muchknowledge

is propagated from fome ofthem to others,

it will be difficult for the Romish priests to

prevent the confequences of this free com

munication and increaſe of knowledge. The

effects of it are felt already. If there are

among the Great many Proteftants, who are

cool or indifferent about religion, there are

many Papiſts in the fame rank as indifferent

on their fide. In a learned, critical, and

incredulous
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incredulous age, fome falfe miracles , ofwhich

they are ftill obliged to fupport the credit,

will do them much mifchief one time or

another. Conteſts about privileges
muſt

naturally arife betwixt the Popish Princes

and the Ecclefiaftics
. In thoſe diſputes, not

withſtanding
the deepeſt and moſt crafty

policy of the conclave, the Clergy will

generally be obliged to yield . This will gra

dually weaken the power of the Church ,

and at laſt be fatal to popery. Popery is.

not fuch an impregnable
fyftem, as is ima

gined bymany. Proteftants
have no reaſon .

to think their caufe defperate, but ought

to go on courageoufly
in the ftruggles with

this myſtery of iniquity.

As for Great Britain and Ireland , in par

ticular, thothe author of the Eſtimate hath

affured us, that there is in England one

Gentleman who openly gives five pounds to

every profelyte to the Roman church, be

fides the additional bribe of a Sunday's din

ner to every fuch perfon as attends maſs,

and that allurements of the fame kind are

known to prevail in moft parts ofthe king

dom ,and that even among thofe ofthe higheſt

rank, a fact, in which, it is hoped, hemay

be miſtaken ; tho he might have added,

what feems to be of much greater confe

quence, that there is a greater number of

Papiſts.
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Papifts than Proteftants in Ireland ; yet the

apprehenfion of lofing the revenues of the

antient popish church, which are now in the

poffeffion of Proteftants ; the exclufion of

papifts from all places of power or profit,

while they are fuffered to live privately in

eafe and quiet ; the rifk, which they muſt

run, if they were to attempt any thing againſt

the Proteftant religion ; and the general

calmnefs and focial fpirit of our times, pro

mife a greater fecurity to Proteftantifm with

in the King's dominions, than the zeal of

the prieſts, or of a few of the laity, or any

number of profelytes, who can be ſuppoſed

to be gained to. Popery in England, among

the loweſt of the people, by bribes of five

pounds, and of Sunday dinners, can rea

ſonably be apprehended to counterbalance..

IT ought indeed to be lamented , that Po

pery can be ſuppoſed to be increaſing in any

part of Britain. Its growth ought to bepre

vented by all honeſt and lawful means . The

minifters of religion, in particular, ought.

to lay it ſeriouſly to heart. By a rational

and pious zeal in behalf ofſo pure and vir

tuous a religion, as the proteftant, they will

not only do great fervice to mankind, but re

commend themfelves to the eſteem of the

world, and reſcue their character and order

from
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from any contempt that can be fuppofed to

be thrown upon it.

GREAT complaints have, indeed, been

made by the author of the Eftimate, as if

the clergy were much contemned. Perhaps

fuch complaints do not come with the great

eft propriety from gentlemen of this order.

The decencyin which many ofthem live; the

dignity which they maintain ; the character

which they are well entitled to poffefs ; theſe

will ever prevent the order itſelf from falling

into contempt. Complaints of this kind by

clergymen ought always to be diftinguiſhed

by the modefty with which they are made,

as well as by the juftice which accompanies

them. It will often, no doubt, be fully as

proper to leave them to be made by the

laity ; from whom they are in a peculiar

manner graceful, and may be fuppofed to

come with as happy an influence. But whe

ther they come from the one or the other,

they are, in ſome meaſure, juft. The Clergy

are furely less refpected than they ought to be.

Worthy clergymen are too often contemned

by fuch as are neither fo good, nor fo wife,

as themſelves. Yet it can ſcarce be admitted,

that this contempt is fo general, as the author

of the Eſtimate apprehends. Indeed, if the

greateſt part of them reſemble thoſe politer

ones,

8

"
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ones, among whom, he fays, " it is grown

" a faſhionable thing to defpife the duties of

" their parish, to wander about, as the va

" rious feafons invite, to every fcene offalſe

<6

gaiety, to frequent and fhine in all public

places, their own pulpits excepted ; or, if

" their age and fituation fet them above

" thefe puerile amufements, they ſlumber in

a ftall, haunt levees, or follow the gain

" ful trade of election-jobbing * ; we

need not wonder that they are contemned by

both good and bad . But, it is to be hoped,

there are only a few who deferve this charac

ter. It is to be hoped, that the writer has

been mifled by one or two examples, with

which he has unfortunately happened to be

acquainted, to be too fevere upon this order,

as well as on other profeffions ; and that the

generality ofthe clergy both are, and deferve

to be, honoured and refpected . Notwith

ſtandingthe ſtrongeſt efforts of fceptics and

freethinkers, it is probable the clergy will

not fall into general contempt. Indeed ,

fuch as are vicious ; fuch as in a free prote

ftant country fet up too high claims to au

thority in matters of religion ; fuch as de

mand too great regard merely on account of

their gown and band : or fuch as are con

ceited, proud, infolent, and overbearing, and

Eftimate, page 84, 85.

66

ود

allow
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allow no virtue in any man who will not

blindly fubmit to their order, may, perhaps,

be defpifed . And, if men of fo excep

tionable a character fhould be much con

temned, it is none of the worſt ſigns of an

age. It is not furely a proof, either that

the profeffion of a clergyman is generally

contemned, or that religion has loft its influ

ence in the world. But to proceed .

THE author of the Eftimate will needs

maintain, that tho the manners of the

French are as vain, as felfiſh, and as effemi

nate, as thoſe of the Britiſh, the French

have greatly the advantage of us in reſpect

of national defence. And for this he offers

his reafons. But, on examination, theſe

reaſons will be found weak ; and fome of

them muſt found odly in the ears of a true

Briton.

FIRST we are told, that the effeminacy of

the French does not, like that of the Britiſh,

affect their national capacity ; becauſe their

" youth are affiduouſly trained up for all

public offices, civil, naval, military, in

" fchools provided at the public expence,and

" the candidates for public employ go thro'

" a fevere and laborious courfe of difci

“ pline * .”

* Eftimate, page 135, 136.

66

THAT
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THAT there are fuch ſchools in France,

and that they are on a better footing than

any ofthe fame kind in Britain, will not,

perhaps, be denied . Nor will any impartial

man maintain, that the French do not dif

cover a fuperior ſkill in feveral branches of

their police. But tho one fhould be willing

to do them juftice, it is hardly poffible to

avoid obferving, that the writer of the Efti

mate lays a greater weight upon the inftitu

tion of their ſchools, than it will bear.

In a nation where the manners are vain

and effeminate, it is fcarce to be thought

that the youth of better fashion will be obli

ged to go through a very ſevere and labori

ous courfe of difcipline ; at leaft, that any

courfe of diſcipline, through which they can

be fuppoſed to go when they are young, will

be able to prevent the bad effects of effemi

nate manners, with which they are furround

ed as foon as they appear in the world. In

fact, the extraordinary effects of this fevere

difcipline are feldom to be felt by experience.

The Britiſh will meet the French with equal

numbers either by fea or by land.

No doubt, a courfe of proper difcipline,

fuch as we read ofduringfome periods among

ſome ofthe ancient nations, the Spartans, for

inſtance, and the Romans, will do much to

infpire

1
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inſpire valour and patriotifm. But we have

no reaſon to entertain the fame high opinion

of a French education. A vain, luxurious,

felfish, and effeminate people can ſcarce be

fuppofed capable of directing a proper edu

cation : nor can their country be a proper

fcene for it. French education is certainly

very defective. But tho it were better than

it is, it is not fufficient for fitting the youth

to be generals, admirals, or miniſters of

ſtate. When we ſearch after proper perſons

to direct public councils, or to command ar

mies and fleets (and this is what the author

of the Eſtimate is in queſt of ) we ſhall find

that a French education goes but a little

way towards forming them. In truth, it is

not education, it is nature, which must qua

lify men for fuch important offices . Edu

cate a coward, or a filly man, how you will,

you will never make him a Marlborough . In

order to make a ſtateſman or a general, be

fides genius, honefty, activity, and courage,

obfervation and experience are neceffary. If

our countrymen behave ill, it is not becauſe

in general we are worſe educated than the

French our bad behaviour ought to be im

puted to caufes which operate on them as

much as on us.

2. It is pleaſant to find it given as an

other reafon, why the effeminacy of the

K French
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French manners affects not their national ca

pacity, that " the youth in France only ex

" pect to rife in ſtation, as they rife in

knowledge and ability *." Perhaps the

Britiſh youth form the fame expectations .

One may venture to fay, they have as good

reafon to do fo. But the French as well as

the Engliſh youth will find themſelves dif

appointed, when they come out into the

world. The kings of France cannot, any

more than thoſe of Britain, fee every thing

with their own eyes. It will be impoffible

for themto know the perfonal merit ofevery

one they employ. They muft truft to their

minifters. If the manners of the court of

France are, as they are confeffed to be, as

vain and effeminate as thofe of the court of

Britain, why fhould not the caprice of a fa

vourite, the affection of a minifter for his

relations andfriends, the intrigues he muften

ter into to fupport himſelf againſt the plots

of his rivals, or even indolence, floth, and

luxury, as often pervert his choice in pro

curing commiffions and offices, as the like

caufes will pervert a miniſter in England ?

It is faid the power of our parliaments gives

rife to dangerous factions in Britain. But

there may be, nay, in truth there are, as

violent factions, as bafe and unmanly in

* Eſtimate, page 1 36,

trigues,

1
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trigues, in order to obtain the good graces

of a king of France, as there can be in Bri

tain to obtain a parliamentary intereſt, and

recommendations to favour. In fact, it will

be found, that there are as fooliſh and as un

worthy promotions in the one country as

in the other,

<c

AGAIN, 3. the warlike fpirit ofthe French

nobility, and the principle of military

honour, are faid to prevent the dangerous

effects of their effeminate manners. "Tho

" commerce (fays the author of the Efti

mate) is encouraged in France, it is chiefly

" encouragedamongthecommons: whilethe

people are allured to trade by every kind

" of motive, and allowed to reap the chief

profits of it, the nobleffe or gentry are in

" honour prohibited from commerce * . ”

The leading ranks in France are not fo rich,

as in England; and, being difcouraged from

trading, their poverty drives them to the

profeffion of arms as the neceffary means of

Tupport +. Hence the French are both a

commercial and a warlike nation. The ef

feminacy of their manners is corrected, and

the danger arifing fromit much prevented,by

the greater remainder of military genius.

Eflimate, page 205. + Ibid. page 204.

<<
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In this repreſentation there are fome things,

which cannot be conteſted. Indeed , the

British reckon themfelves happy, that they

cannot difpute the truth of them.

gentlemen of France go into the army more

frequently, than the gentry in England.

The Engliſh are not under the fame neceffity

as the French : the gentry and nobility are

rich, and the profeffion of a merchant is ho

nourable among the former. No miniftry

norfavourite of the king can make them un

eafy, tho they live at home upon their eftates,

and neither go themſelves nor fend any of

their family to the court or to the army. The

French nobleffe are poor. It is reckoned difho

nourableforthem to trade. Should they decline

going to the court, or entering into the ar

my, the court has many methods of diftref

fing them. So they must fly to the army

for their fupport and protection . But this

does not render a French fuperior to a Britiſh

army. Indeed, the British ought rather to

be preferred, fince its leaders are not more

ſelfiſh, more vain , or more effeminate, than

thofe of the French ; and the private men in

the Britiſh ſervice muſt be confeffed to be

better, the commons in Britain being at leaſt

equally courageous, and generally more ro

buft and high fpirited, than thofe of France.

THERE is another reſpect, indeed, in

which
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which the French have the advantage . Their

armies are more numerous ; and to this, ra

ther than to any fuperior bravery, theirfuc

cefs in the late war is to be afcribed. In

this refpect it is not propoſed to make a com

parifon. The Britiſh will yield to their rivals

the honour ofhaving fuch great armies : they

prefer the arts of peace : their Government

confults their happineſs, and does not, like

the French, employ them in frequent wars

without neceffity *. The great armies in

France are a heavy burden upon the people ;

the Britiſh, being furrounded by the fea,

ftand not in need of fuch defenders : but if

at any time the Government wants an army,

it is able to raiſe one, and abundance of the

nobility and gentry are ready to court mili

tary employments, and fairly to difpute the

honours of the field with any of the armies.

of France.

E

4. If the French, therefore, are better fe

cured, than the Britiſh, againſt the danger

oftheir vain and effeminate manners, it muſt

chiefly be by the defpotic power of the king.

It is this, which, according to the author of

the Eſtimate, aided by the principle of mi

litary honour, fecures the natural ſpirit of

The monarch's power gives unityunion.

Eftimate, page 205..

K 3 and
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and fteadiness to every movement of the

ftate *. In a country where freedom is

eſtabliſhed, and manners loft through the

exorbitance of wealth, the duration of reli

gious principles can be but fhort. Defpo

tifm arms itfelf with terror ; and, by check

ing the open and avowed profeffion, checks,

in a certain degree, the progrefs of impiety :

whereas it must be acknowledged and la

mented as one ofthe unalterable defects ofa

free government, that opinion muſt have its

courfet. The national ſpirit of union is

naturally ftrong in abfolute monarchies : in

free countries it is naturally weak‡. The re

ftraints laid on the royal prerogative at the

Revolution, and the acceffion of liberty thus

gained bythe people, added to our parlia

inents a new dignity and power. Hencethe

members, fenfible of their influence, make

demands on the crown ; and the conftitu

ents, fenfible of their influence, make de.

mands on their reprefentatives. Thus the

loweft cobler preffes on the minifter. If the

different claimants are veſted with lucrative

employments, the wheels ofgovernment fun

fmooth. Ifany large body of claimants are

diffatisfied, the political uproar begins, and

public meaſures are obftructed or overturn

ed. Thus the grand chain of political inter

P

* Eftimate, page 140. + Ibid. page 169, 170.

Ibid. page 103,

eft
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"

eft has been formed. The origin ofmaking

parliaments is to be traced from the reign of

king William III. but the art at that time

was but in its infancy . The fyftemgather

ed strength by degrees. The grand chain

of political felf-intereft has been at length

compleated, and a foundation laid in our

principles and manners for endleſs diffen

tions in the ſtate. Thus, faction is eſtabliſh

ed among us . But thefe mifchiefs are much

prevented in France by the defpotic powerof

the monarch * . In this manner does the

author ofthe Eftimate fet forth the difadvan

tages of Britiſh freedom, and the advan

tages ofdefpotic power in France.

Or one thing, however, fo far as I have

obferved, he hath omitted to take notice,

namely, that the exorbitant trade and wealth,

which he confeffes we poffefs at prefent +,

are owing to the fecurity and liberty, which

the nation gained at the Revolution above

what they had enjoyed in the preceding pe

riod. Tho this did not occur to this writer,

it is, indeed, the truth. And by adding

this circumftance to thoſe which he hath ob

ferved, the feries will ſtand connected as fol

lows : By the Revolution we have gained

* Eſtimate, page 107-123. + Ibid. page 209.

K
4

Security
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Security andliberty : fecurity and liberty have

produced an exorbitant trade and wealth :

this wealth hath very near deftroyed the prin

ciples of religion , honour, and public fpirit,

and hathprodigiously corrupted ourmanners .

Bad manners, when there is nothing fuffici

ent to give check to their natural confequen

ces, muft firft enervate, and then ruin, a na

tion. One of thefe principal checks is the

defpotic power of the king. This has a

happy effect in France, to fecure the nation

against the dangers arifing from their luxu

ry and effeminacy. We have not this ad

vantage in Britain . Formerly our kings had

certain prerogatives, which might have been

ufeful in this refpect ; but we have loſt theſe

advantages fince the Revolution, by the re

ftraints which were laid on the royal prero

gative at that time. Hence, there being now

nothing in our conſtitution to give due check

to our bad manners, their natural confequen

ces muſt have their full effect, and we run

the greateſt riſk of going to deſtruction.

This feems to be the ftate of the cafe, ac

cording to the writer ofthe Eftimate.

In all this I am far from accufing this

gentleman of any intention to caſt black and

odious colours on the Revolution, or ofbe

ing unfriendly to the dignity and powers of

our parliaments, and to the liberty of the

people

1.
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people of Britain. I only take notice ofthe

confequences of certain principles, but fhall be

far from fuppofing the writer was fenfible

of thefe confequences. An author, out of

love to his country, and from an honeft in

dignation against the depravity of its man

ners, in affigning the fources of this depra

vity may unawares fuffer expreffions to drop

from his pen, which may bear hard upon

that very fyftem which himſelf efpoufes. It

is not uncommon even for doctors to write

inconfiftently, and to lay down pofitions,

from which dangerous confequences may

fairly be inferred. But in moſt caſes, it is

unfair to impute to any man confequences

which he does not acknowledge, or which

are contrary to his open declarations. Such an

imputation cannot but do harm both to the

man who is guilty of it, and to the cauſe

which he defends.

€

1

THE writer ofthe Eftimate applauds the

fpirit of liberty, and the ftruggles it main

tained formerly with the tyrants of the

times *. He allows the rebellion in the

year 1745 to have been mifchievous + ;

acknowledges, that the friends of liberty are

+ Ibid. page 92.Eſtimate, p. 18 .

K5

4

the
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the friends of Britain ; and confeffes, that

our conſtitution is of a fuperior nature to that

ofFrance *. Out of affection and regard to

fuch a conftitution, tho he thinks “ opinion's

" having a free courfe" is a " bad difeafe,"

yet he declares againſt any attempt to cure

the diſeaſe, becauſe it is an unalterable defect

of a free government t. Tho he has con

ceived a bad opinion ofthe prefent age, and

formed the most frightful ideas of the dan

gers arifingfrom a free government, except

in fimple and virtuous times , yet he de

clares for a free government even in our de

generate times,

THUS, he appears a generous friend to li

berty, and a determined enemyto defpotifm,

At the fame time he is greatly mistaken

concerning the dangers which he ſuppoſes to

arife from the one, and the bleffed effects

which he afcribes to the other.

Or all this gentleman's errors, this is

furely the most unlucky and the moſt dan

gerous. He hath fallen into other miſtakes.

There arefew profeffions, perhaps, to which

he hath wholly done juftice. In general,

he is too fevere in his reproofs : butfuch er

Eftimate, p. 91.

+ Ibid. p. 170.

* Ibid. p. 218.

Ibid. p. 1c8.

1

rors
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11
rors are more harmleſs ; they may even be

attended with fome accidental benefit. Iffuch

exaggerated repreſentations of vicious and ef

feminate manners do not drive the nation to

defpair, they may ferve to awaken it . No

benefit, indeed, can arife from the advan

tageous light in which he places French

councils and generals. This rather tends to

intimidate our armies in time of war. Yet

it is probable it will do little harm, as our

foldiers, not acknowledging the fuperiority

of the French, will not truſt to his opinion,

nor be frighted by romantic difplays of

French heroifm . But the views which he

he gives his countrymen, of the dangers arif

ing from liberty, and of the advantages of

the French defpotifm , not only tend to ex

cite a diftafte of liberty, to reconcile the

minds ofthe people to defpotic power, an

to beget an admiration of abfolute monarchy

in general, but may, in particular, be ex

pected to have a bad influence at this time,

if the nation fhall fuffer any confiderable

loffes in the prefent war. It is neceffary,

therefore, to expofe fuch a dangerous mif

take, and to provide an antidote againſt the

fatal poiſon.

It is true, if this gentleman's affertions

concerning the confequences of liberty and

defpotifm are found, there is no help for it.

K 6 We
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We muſt ſtand to them. But happily this

is not the cafe, and the writer's ideas on this

fubject are wholly vifionary.

FOR what reafon ſhould it be thought,

that, except in virtuous times, the power

and dignity ofparliaments, and the liberty of

the people, muft be fo dangerous, and that

defpotic power in the prince muft be fo ufe..

ful to prevent the bad confequences of effe

minate manners, fince this effeminacy has at

leaft as great influence on the prince and his

power, as on any thing elfe ? Effeminacy

muftprincipally affect thofe in higher life. It

efpecially infects the court and the officers of

the army. The prince cannot ſee every

thing with his own eyes : he cannot govern

entirely by himself : he muſt be informed by

his courtiers : his meaſures must be much

directed by his minifters. The manners of

theſe gentlemen, it is confeffed, are vain,

felfish, and effeminate. This muſt corrupt

their ſchemes and adminiſtration. The

power of the king, be it ever fo great, muſt

be employed to fupport and execute the effe

minate and felfiſh ſchemes of an effeminate

and ſelfiſh miniſtry. Why, therefore, fhould

the king's defpotic power give fo great fecu

rity againſt the bad confequences ofſelfiſh and

effeminate manners? Inftead of giving check

to the evil, defpotic power tends much ra

ther
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ther to prevent all hopes or poffibility of a

remedy to fuch a dangerous malady.

IN the conftitution ofFrance there are not

effectual refources in a flate of corrup
any

tion. The king's abfolute power cruſhes all

who oppofe the fooliſh and pernicious pro

jects of his corrupted minifters . The Britiſh

conftitution has a manifeft advantage in this

refpect. Corruption may creep in among

the people ; it may gather ftrength by de

grees . Times of inward peace, opulence,

and fecurity, fuch as we have enjoyed fince

the Revolution, may unfortunately carry this

corruption to a great height. The love of

money is the root of all evil *. Too high a

value for life, and too fmall a fenſe of honour,

are equally bafe and dangerous. It must be

confeffed, all the three prevail too much at

prefent. Corruption, no doubt, may rife

fo high, as to overpower whatever would re

fift it. Thus, no nation, no conftitution

is abfolutely fecure. But, if there are effec

tual remedies against deftruction in any,

they are to be found in the Britiſh, conſtitu

tion . In France there is nothing that can

make head againſt the wicked intentions, de

ſtructive negligence, or fatal ftupidity of a

wicked and effeminate court. But in Bri

Timothy, vi. 10.

tain
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tain the voice of the middle ranks among

the peoplehas a mighty influence. Theſe are

always the last to be corrupted. In their inte

grity and activity there is a grand reſource.

When thofe in higher life are funk in depra

vity and effeminacy, if there is any genius.

or honefty left in the nation, and ſcarce can

any civilized people be fuppofed wholly de

ftitute of either of them, the cry and influ

ence of this part of the people will often be

able to find them out and bring them into

play. Our conftitution, therefore , having

fuch a high mixture of freedom, is better

fitted, than the defpotifm of France, to pre.

ferve us from deftruction.

BUT, God be thanked ! there is no ne

ceffity to have recourfe to extraordinary re

medies. Our moſt gracious fovereign , who

is fo juftly beloved by his people, with the

affiftance of the legiflature, is fully able to

fupport the nation againſt the power of

France. The brave and virtuous part ofthe

people ought not to lofe their courage, or to

defpair ofthe cauſe of their country.

THE nation (fays the author of the Efti

mate) " ftands aghaft at its own misfor

" tunes ; but, like a man ftarting fudden

ly from fleep by the noife of fome ap

proaching ruin, knows neither whence

66

6:

" it
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;

it comes, nor how to avoid it ‡." Here

we have a lively image ; the fimile is fine

nothing is wanting but folidity . One would

think the French had not only made them

felves mafters of the plains of America, but

had beat us on the plains of Saliſbury, and

were marching faſt to London to pillage a

defenceless capital * . But, in place ofſuch

remarkable defeats, hitherto, if the advan

tage is not on our fide, the loffes are pretty

equally balanced between the two nations †,

that of Minorca alone excepted . By the

lofs of this important ifland, the conqueft of

ourforefathers fince the Revolution, we have

not only loft an uſeful ſtation for our fhips,

but, which is of greater moment, have ſuf

Eftimate, page 149, 150.

The author of the Eftimate feems apprehenfive of

fome fuch event. He ought not to be blamed. Would

to God, every Britain was awakened out offecurity,

and believed a French invafion and the rout of a Britiſh

army in Britain, events that are far from being impof

fible ; and from a fenfe of this would fubmit to every

meaſure proper to prevent the danger. Then ſhould

we be as fafe againſt all foreign invafions, as we are

now from internal commotions .

+ Ifit betrue, as feems very probable, that we have

greatly hurtthe French trade ; that the infurance upon

French fhips is very high ; that the French finances are

much incumbered ; and that the French government

cannot borrow money for double of the intereft, at

which our government may have it in Britain ; the ad

vantage, perhaps, will be found on our fide, notwith

ftanding the lofs of Minorca, and of fome ofour forts

and back fettlements in America,

fered
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fered in our national honour. Yet there is

no reafon whywe ſhould defpond, or appre

hend univerfal ruin. Excepting the cafe of

Minorca, we have been rather disappointed

in our expectations of fuccefs againſt the

enemy, than met with any confiderable de

feat or actual calamity.

IN religion, when a finner defpairs of

mercy, his condition is defperate while he

finks under the weight of his fins, he is in

capable of repentance . There is a refem

blance in the condition of a whole people.

To aggravate national calamities, national

vices, or national weakneffes, does not be

come a patriot. It is nobler far, and more

ufeful, for the people of Britain to imitate

the firmneſs and magnanimity ofthe Roman

ftate. After the entire deftruction of their

army atthe battle ofCannæ (a misfortune fo

great, that nothing but the total rout of a

British by a French army near the metropo

lis of the inland could be compared to it )

this magnanimous people thanked their

conful, that he had not defpaired of the

common-wealth * . To promote fuch a cou

;

* Nec tamen hæ clades defectionefque fociorum mo

verunt, ut pacis unquam mentio apud Romanos fieret

neque ante confulis Romam adventum, nec poftquam

is rediit, renovavitque memoriam acceptæ cladis. Quo

in tempore ipfoadeo magno animo civitas fuit, ut con

rageous

T

•

1
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rageous ſpirit, to prevent a baleful defpon

dency, and not to juftify any ill - concerted

fuli, ex tanta clade, cujus ipfe caufa 'maxima fuiffet,

redeunti, et obvium itum frequenter ab omnibus ordi

nibus fit, et gratiæ actæ quod de republica non defpe

raffet. Tit. Liv. Lib. xxii. cap. 61.

There were fome, however, among that courageous

people, who, ftruck with the greatnefs of the calamity,

and defpairing of being able to defend their country

against the fuperior genius ofHannibal and the Cartha

ginians, were deliberating about abandoning Italy, and

about fheltering themfelves ingloriouſly in the territories

of fome of the neighbouring monarchs ; preferring a

mean, flaviſh, and precarious life, under a ty ant, to

freedom, or a glorious death in defence of their coun

try . But the brave Scipio foon put an end to fuch

cowardly refolutions. The account is from Livy, and

deferves to be read in the beautiful original.

:

Quibus confultantibus inter paucos de fumma rerum

nunciat P. Furius Philus confularis viri filius ; " Ne

" quicquam eos perditam fpem fovere defperatam

" comploratamque rem effe publicam. Nobiles juve

" nes quofdam, quorum principem L. Cæcilium Me

" tellum, mare et naves fpectare, ut, deferta Italia, ad

" regum aliquem transfugerent." Quod malum, præ

terquam atrox, fuper tot clades etiam novum, quum

ftupore et miraculo torpidos defixiffet, et, qui aderant

concilium advocandum cenferent ; negat concilii rem

effe Scipio juvenis, fatalis dux hujufce belli . " Auden

" dum atque agendum, non confultandum , ait, in tan

to malo effe. Irent fecum extemplo armati, qui rem

publicam falvam vellent. Nullo verius, quam ubi ea

cogitentur, hoftium caſtra effe " Pergit ire, fequen

tibus paucis, in hofpitium Metelli . Et quum concilium

ibi juvenum, de quibus allatum erat, inveniffet, ftricto

fuper capita confultantium gladio, " Exmei animi fen

" tentia," inquit, ut ego rempublicam populi Ro

66

66

66

66

pufil
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pufillanimous meaſures or conduct, hath the

author ofthefe characteriſtics taken upon him

to offer fome reflections on the ftate of the

Public.

66

AT the fame time he will be far from

either deluding or feducing the people, and

faying " Peace, peace, where there is no

peace * . As with lies he will not make

" the heart ofthe righteous fad, whom God

hath not made fad, fo neither will he

" ftrengthen the hands of the wicked,

" that he fhould not return from his

" wicked way, by promifing him life +"

God knows, there is enough ofirreligion,

luxury, vanity, felfifh effeminacy, ftupi

dity, and cowardice, to awaken the concern

ofevery true patriot, and to fhew the necef

fity of correcting our errors . Especially

thofe of higher rank ought to exert them

felves to recover their own honour and the

رد

" mani non deferam, neque alium civem Romanum de

ferere patiar. Si fciens fallo, tum me, JupiterOptime

" Maxime, domum, familiam, remque meam peffimo

" leto afficias ! In hæc verba, L. Cæcili, jures, pof

" tulo, cæter que, qui adeft's : qui non juraverit, in fe

" hunc gladium ftrictum effe fciat." Haud fecus pa

vidi, quam fi victorem Hannibalem cernerent, jurant

omnes cuftodiendofque femetipfos Scipioni tradunt,

Tit. Liv. Lib. xxii, cap. 53.

* Ezekiel, xiii. 10.

† Ezekiel, xiii. 22.

honour
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honour of the nation . From the Eſtimate,

which has gone through fo many editions ,

and from other writings, they may learn,

how multitudes are difpofed to think of their

conduct. Would they retrieve their cha

racter, would they regain the good opinion

oftheir country, they must make avigorous

ufe of the riches and ftrength of the nation.

The time is not too late. Tho engaged in

a war againſt a powerful enemy, we have

many refources. Great as the power of

France muſt be acknowledged to be, itmuſt

be much greater than it is ; effeminate as we

are reprefented, we must be much more ef

feminate than we are, before the French can

expect to conquer this ifland. The Britiſh

ought notto defpife their enemy. Yet when

we confider our fituation, in an ifland, the

greatneſs of our naval power, that our ene

mies dare hardly ever meet us in open ſea,

can only infeft our trade by privateering,

and are obliged to ſteal their fhips of war out

of their harbours at fuch times as they may

hope to eſcape our fuperior fquadrons : when

we confider that our ifland affords us all the

neceffaries of life in great abundance , that

by domeſtic induftry and foreign commerce

we have acquired money, that is , the finews

of war, and are poffeffed of plenty of

arms, and all kinds of military and naval

ftores ; that we are upon a reſpectable foot

ing
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ing in the Eaſt Indies, and that our colonies

in America are far fuperior to thoſe ofthe

French in wealth and numbers of people :

when we confider that there are more than

two millions ofmen in Britain as robuft and

high fpirited as any in Europe ; that Britiſh

feamen in general are at least equal, if not

fuperior to the French; that a body of com

manders can be drawn out of our nobility

and gentry not more effeminate than their

rivals, equal to them in honour, public ſpi

rit, and valour : in fine, when it is confider

ed, that, whatever ſmaller divifions there are

among us, we will unite against the French,

under a King of known juftice and courage,

beloved by his people, ready to gratify their

defires, and to comply with the propofals

made him by his parliament ; fo many ad

vantages, in a naval war, create a juft confi

dence, that, notwithstanding fome difap

pointments to ourjuft expectations at the be

ginning of it, the fuperiority will at last

be found to be greatly on our fide.

1

To all the advantages already mentioned,

I ſhall add another, which is of the great

eft confequence ; and with it I fhall con

clude all that I intended . The French are

all fubjected to the defpotic, uncontroulable

power of an arbitrary monarch. We arefree

under the protection of law. Instead of

looking
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looking on defpotifm as an advantage to

them, or on freedom as a diſadvantage to

us, we ought to account our liberty as a

mighty advantage on our fide both in peace

and in war.

•
I SHALL not enlarge on the fuperior in

fluence of freedom in promoting arts and

fciences, in advancing learning and philofo

phy, and in encouraging commerce and

agriculture. This has been fo well and fo

often explained, that it is nowgenerally con

feffed by all forts of writers. I fhail only

take notice in general, that, if we confider

the nature and internal conftitution of free

governments, and compare them with de

Ipotic monarchies, it will appear, that free

ftates are the only proper nurſeries of arts

and ſciences, and that it is fcarce poffible

they could have arifen under defpotic mo

narchies *. And, if we confult experience

and the hiftory of the world, we fhall

find, that the arts actually arofe under free.

governments ; and that, tho they have

been tranfplanted into abfolute monarchies,

and have flouriſhed in a certain degree

under them, both arts and commerce

* See Mr. Hume's Effay on the Rife and Progrefs

of Arts and Sciences.

have
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have flouriſhed moft and longeſt in free na

tions.

It is more material, in the prefent quef

tion, to confider the influence of freedom

in times of war, and to examine the chances

of a free government against an abfolute

monarchy. To make the compariſon juft,

we must not oppofe a free government of

the beſt kind to an abfolute monarchy of

the worst, or a defpotic monarchy of the

beft form to the worst kind of republics ;

but muſt fuppofe each ofthemto be the beſt

of its kind, or rather to be as good as hath

exiſted, or can reaſonably be fuppofed to

exift, in the world, and to be as well go

verned, and as much free from corruption,

as fuch a government commonly is. With

out this precaution we cannot make a proper

compariſon.

In all political queftions it will be difficult

to lay down general rules which will hold

at all times. In all events, and in all hu

man affairs, there is fo great a diffimila

rity, that few cafes are exactly alike . Much

will ever depend upon particular circum

ftances. At certain times, either a free or

a defpotic government may fuddenly fubdue

and fwallow up the other. A free govern

ment may be weak through faction and

luxury,
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luxury, while an abfolute monarchy is ſtrong

by the force and wiſdom of ſome of its in

ftitutions, or by the happy genius of its

prince or grand vizir.

BUT, abftracting from thefe particular

circumſtances, it is effential to the idea of

every free government, that the power be

not wholly vested in one man, but be diſtri

buted among different individuals and dif

ferent bodies of men. By which means

each man's condition approaching much

nearer to an equality with that of his neigh

bours, than can be fuppofed under an abſo

lute monarchy, and no man being wholly

contemptible, fuch a government may well

be called a government, not of men, but

of laws. For general rules, founded on the

principles of equity, muſt be eftabliſhed to

regulate the conduct of all the individuals,

amongwhomthe adminiſtration is diftributed.

Therefore, under fuch a conſtitution there

neither is, nor indeed can be, fuch oppreffion

or arbitrary procedure, as under a defpotic

monarchy. Every man is not only fafer *,

"

It is furpriſing it fhould be afferted, that a fubject

in France is as fafe as a fubject in Britain . " Private

property feems to me (fays an ingenious author in

" his Effay of Liberty and Defpotifm) fully as fecure

" in a civilized European monarchy, as in a republic.

" Noris any danger apprehended in fuch agovernment

8 but
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but may fee that his life, his perſonal liber

ty, and his property are more fecure, than

under a defpotic monarchy. Hence it will

not only be natural for him to feel a greater

boldness and firmness of mind, but he has

reafon to conceive that he has a greater in

tereft in the government, than any man

can have under an abfolute monarchy. He

has ftronger motives to love, fupport, and

fight for his country. The attachments to

the family, the perfon, or the glory of the

Frince cannot be fo powerful under an ab

folute monarchy, as the amor patriæ under

a free conftitution. Therefore the fubjects

of a free government (cæteris paribus) muſt

be more vigorous and more valiant than thofe

of an abfolute prince.

" from the violence of the fovereign, no more than we

commonly apprehend danger from thunder or earth

" quakes, or any accident the moſt unuſual and extra

66

ordinary." What may be apprehended, I will not

pretend to fay. Mens fafety does not depend upon

what they may apprehend, but on the real nature of

their condition . One may be in great danger, when

he does not apprehend it. Whether one is in ſafety,

must be determined not from what does, but from what

may, happen. A fubject in France may be merry and

jovial ; but he has not an equal fecurity with a fubject

of Britain, of not being thrown into prifon never

more to be heard of. Tho few are ftruck dead with

thunder, yet no man on earth is as fafe from thunder

as if he were above the clouds.

66

AGAIN
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AGAIN, in a free government, little de

pends on the character and genius either of

any one man, or of a few men. Its wife

inftitutions, cuftoms, and laws muft be

fuppofed more ſteady and durable, and con

fequently more able to form the people to

virtue. Whereas, under an abfolute mon

archy much will always depend on the ge

nius and abilities of the prince, and of a

few of his favourites. A prince, endowed

with a mighty genius, may arife ; he may

be greatly ambitious of true glory, and may

be both willing and able to promote the

happineſs and grandeur of his people . But,

if fuch a monarch had a predeceffor of a

different character, or if he is fucceeded by

a weak or vicious prince, fo much must be

done during a ſingle life, that there will not

be fufficient time for training up his fubjects

to fo high a degree of virtue, as may be

done eaſily where the inftitutions are more

durable, and where the laws have a more

uninterrupted influence. In the common

courſe of human affairs, a fucceffion of

two or three great men is rarely to be feen

in any one family. Hardly can it be ex

pected, that a royal education, in an abſo

lute monarchy, ſhould give a better chance

to the families of princes.

L IF
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If it be faid, that abfolute monarchs have

an advantage over republics, becauſe they

can keep their counfels more fecret ; this

will be foundmore fpecious than folid. Ei

ther thoſe occafions are very rare, in which an

abfolute fecrecy is neceffary for the public

fafety ; or, if they occur more frequently,

free governments are not incapable of all

that fecrecy which is needful. A limited

royal authority, with certain difcretionary

powers and prerogatives in the prince, is

not inconfiftent with the higheſt freedom .

The king may concert the most important

defigns with one man or with a few. The

generals of republics may have as great

powers as thofe of abfolute monarchs.

There is an advantage, no doubt, in many

cafes, in a certain degree of fecrecy and

caution. However, the wifeft and beft

counfels are thoſe which need leaſt to be

concealed ; and thofe, who either affect, or

need to affect, a myfterious air of fecrecy,

are certainly the weakest politicians.

ܚܕܕܐ

THO it is a common objection to free

governments, that they are liable to fac

tions, yet in matters of the greateſt impor

tance they are upon the whole more fteady

than abfolute monarchies.

UNDER
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UNDER free governments different parties

may prevail at different times. One mini

ftry may come in place ofanother. Plans of

lefs confequence may be altered. Contrary

meafures may be purfued. But where the

chief interefts of a nation, or its immediate

fafety, are at ftake, it will be difficult to

conceal this from a free people, or to ren

der them indifferent about their moſt impor .

tant concerns . What tends either to the im

mediate ruin ofa people onthe one hand, or,

on the other, to render them fecure, is not

fo difficult to be underſtood, that a great

number in a free nation fhould not be ca

pable of difcerning it, and of pointing it out

to their fellow- citizens. In a free country,

thofe who govern, be they many or be

they few, muſt have a regard to thefenfe of

the people, and keep their more important

interefts more ſteadily in view, than under a

government where the voice ofthe people is

lefs fignificant.

INSTEAD, therefore, of concluding, that

the counfels of an abfolute monarchy muft

be ſteady, we may conclude, on the contra

ry, that, where fo much depends on the

fingle opinion or caprice ofan arbitrary mo

narch, or of his prime minifter, ſtability of

conduct, even in things of the greateſt im

portance, can hardly be expected . The

L 2 coun
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counfels in fuch agovernment mustbe fluctu

ating in their own nature ; for abfolute go

vernments are liable to fudden changes

and violent convulfions. Under free ones,

the wifdom, virtue, or activity of one man

or party may correct the folly, wickedness,

or indolence of another ; an advantage, of

which an abfolute monarchy is deprived . A

wife and an able prince of an active and enter

prizing temper may fometimes accompliſh

mighty defigns, within his own dominions,

of which he is entirely the mafter. He may

fometimes give lawto his weaker neighbours.

A weak and inactive prince, who fucceeds,

may, if he chances to have an able minifter,

follow the plan that has been laid down by

the greater genius of his predeceffor . But,

on the whole, the counfels of a defpotic mo

narchymay be expected to be unſtable and

uncertain .

&

IF France be cited as an inftance of the

contrary ; if it be alledged, that this monar

chy has pursued a ſteady plan for aggrandiz

ing te nation . ever fince the beginning of

the reign of ewis XIV. ifnot from that of

HenryIV. the anſwer is eafy. It is fuggeft

ed by Mr. Hume * : " Ifthe world is ftill

" too young to fix many general ſtable

• EffayofLiberty and Defpotiím .

truths
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truths in politics, which will remain true
ર to the lateſt poſterity ; if we have not as

-"i yet had the experience of above three

" thousand years ; ifwe want fufficient ma

श्र

terials upon which we can reafon in the

" fcience ofpolitics ; if it is not fullyknown

" what degrees of refinement, either in vir

" tue orin vice, human nature is fufceptible

" of, nor what may be expected ofman

" kind from any great revolution in their

" education, cuſtoms, or principles ; " much

lefs can we form any certain conclufions

from the appearances ofthe French monar

chy during only an hundred years.

Howfoon was anend put to all the grand

defigns of Henry IV ! A fatal proof how

little an abfolute monarchy can be depended

on.

NOTWITHSTANDING the political admi

niſtration of cardinal Richelieu, the reign of

Lewis XIII, furniſhes us with little that

was truly great.

Ir may be doubted, whether Lewis XIV.

notwithſtanding all his inftitutions for en

couraging commerce, notwithſtanding his

great fuccefs in war during forty years, did

not leave France poorer and weaker, than he

found it when he entered on the adminiftra

L 3
tion
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tion of the government. According to

monfieurde Voltaire, whe rather writes a pa

negyric than a hiftory of this prince, before.

the peace of Utrecht France was drained of

men and money. Some parts of it were ra

vaged by an hoftile army. Verfailles was.

alarmed as well as the reft of the kingdom .

It was debated at court, whether the king

fhould retire to Chambort. In fhort, this

hiftorian confeffes, that the latter part ofthe

reign of Lewis XIV. was diftinguiſhed by

calamities , and that at his death he left

debts amounting to one hundred and eighty

millions fterling t . So dearly did the French

pay for the ambition of this their boaſted

monarch, and for the victories gained by him

during the firft part of his reign.

FRANCE has flourished more under his

fucceffor, though his genius is not thought

fo brilliant as that of Lewis XIV. But how

foon may a king of France of a different

character from that of Lewis XIV. or of

Lewis XV. or a prime minifter the reverſe

of Colbert or Fleury, alter the whole face

of the French monarchy, and render it as

infignificant, as it has lately appeared im

portant, in the fcale of nations . France

* Le Siecle de Louis XIV. Tom. i. chap. 22.

+ Ibid. Tom. ii. chap. 28.
7

nar
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narrowly escaped being difmembered in the

reign of queen Anne. The prefent diffen

tions between its parliaments and the cler

gy, for the moft defpotic governments can

not prevent parties, may be followed byex

traordinary confequences, and excite civil

diffentions which no defpotic monarch can

pacify. The grandeur of the French mo

narchy can as little be afcertained, as that

of other monarchies, which have flouriſhed

during a reign or two, and have afterwards.

funk into feeblenefs and contempt. No na

tion can be affured of eternal empire. All

our conjectures concerning fuch fubjects muft

be extremely uncertain. But if we will exa

mine probabilities, Britain, whether we con

fider its government, or its fituation, bids

fairer, than any other, for duration .

If we confult the hiftory ofthe world, the

power and firmness of free governments, and

the weakness of defpotic monarchies, will

appear more manifeft. The free ftates of

Greece overthrew the huge armies of Xerxes,

and preferved their greatnefs againſt all the

power ofthe Perfian monarchs. Thofe de

potic princes, who were mafters offuch ex

tenfive dominions, and commanded to many

millions of people, did not think themfelves

fafe from the power of the Greeks as long as

they
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they purfued one common intereft. It was,

therefore, the policy ofthe Perfian monarchs,

by the force of money and by intrigues, to

excite quarrels, and to fowjealoufies among

the Grecian ftates, that they might not unite

to attack the Perfian empire. In this dif

jointed condition, Philip of Macedon gain

ed fome advantages over the Greeks, and

broke their ftrength in fome degree. But

this Philip of Macedon was not an abfolute,

monarch. The Macedonians were confider

ed as free men. Their condition was cer

tainly very different from that of the Per

fians and the other Afiatics, who lived un

der defpotic monarchs. Beſides, Philip ne

ver pretended to an abfolute conqueft ofthe

Greek ftates. He rather affected to be their

protector, and their general againſt the Per

fians, than their king. He did not weaken

them fo fully, as not to be defpifed by the

Lacedemonians in the midſt of his glory *.

His fon Alexander was a great conqueror :

but, as he was not a defpotic monarch, fo he

fought not againſt free nations, but againſt

defpotic monarchs and their flaves . The

* When he had called all the ftates of Greece to

fend deputies to Corinth, the Lacedemonians defpifed

his meffage. Lacedæmonii et legem et regem contem

pferunt. JUSTIN, lib. ix, cap. 5.

fingle
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fingle city of Tyre, famous for its trade

and riches, and fituated in an iſland, made

a braver defence, and reduced him to great

er perplexities, than all the rest of the Per

fian empire ; fo difficult is it for the greateſt

monarchs, who fubdue abfolute monarchies

with eaſe, to conquer a maritime power fi

tuated in an ifland . The Roman republic

fubdued all the abfolute monarchies with

which it was furrounded. Never was it

brought into any real danger, but by the

free ftate of Carthage. It was not conquer

ed at laſt by any of the neighbouring kings,

but by one of its own citizens . While it

preferved its freedom, the fierceft and moſt

numerous armies of barbarians, from the

northern regions of Europe, could make no

impreffion on its dominions ; but, being re

duced to a defpotic monarchy, this huge

empire fell a prey to the pofterity ofthofe

barbarians. In modern times, the free ſtates

in Switzerland have preferved their country

and their conftitution , in fpite of all the

abfolute monarchs of Europe. About 200,

years ago, a few provinces ofthe Spaniſh

monarchy, being driven to it by oppreffion ,

formed themſelves into a common-wealth ,

and, during a long war, withftood the whole

power of Spain. In a later period, they

bravely defended themfelves againſt Lewis

XIV.
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XIV. and baffled all his attempts in the

midſt ofhis glory . Abfolute monarchs have

often fubdued one another. The Tartarian

Tamerlane, the defpotic lords of the Sara

cens and of the Turks, have over- run great

tracts of the earth, and have deſtroyed

feebler defpotic monarchies, corrupted with

vice and luxury. But examples of free

flates falling before abfolute monarchies are

very rare. Were the French remarkably

I:fs corrupted than the British , Britain would

have moreto fear. But when it is acknow

ledged, that the manners ofthe French are

as vain and as effeminate, as thoſe ofthe

British , it is not the defpotifm ofFrance, and

the freedom ofthe British government, that

will give the French the advantage. In

truth, ifwe may be allowed to form con

jectures about the times or the feaſons, and

about thofe grand events , which the great

Father ofthe world hath putonly in his own

power, it is not Britain, that ought to

tremble for fear of France ; but France,

that ought to dread the bravery and naval

frength of the free Britons, if their juft

indignation fhould be roufed to ſtrike home

and avenge the wrongs of their country.

God forbid, that fo great, fo free, fo hap

py a nation, as Britain, fhould be fo impi

ous and fo ungrateful towards God, or fo

un
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unjuſt to themſelves and their pofterity, as

nat to be of good courage, and to behave

themſelves valiantly for their people andthe

cities of their God * !

1 Chronicles, XIX. 13 .

装装
W W W WUS
此次次

POSTSCRIPT.

When the firft Edition of the Charac

teriſticks was publiſhed, the writer did

not know, who was the author of the

three Effays, quoted page 17th of the firſt

Edition, and in feveral other places of the

book. And thefe Effays, having been

publiſhed together, in one Pamphlet, in

the year 1755. In mentioning them, he uſed

the expreffion, " The author or the writer

of the three Effays." But fince that time,

being affured by the beſt authority, that the

author of the firft Effay, " On the publick

debt" was not the author of the fecond and

third Effays ; and that there are in the third

Effay, " On frugality" things, which are

intirely diſagreeable to the fentiments of the

author

3
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author of the firft : the author of the Cha

racteriſticks thinks it his duty to acquaint

his readers of this fact. As for the fecond

and third Effays, he does not know, whether

they were written by the fame perfon or

not.

FINIS.

1
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